
































bp £ 4 VY ut Le 47 ried Phy t Caan 
Je p: his Z pr? Ce f? LV Od Po Th c 4 
Ufc Sa OO 


fe 
VAT J hor a 

















Concerning the | 


Prefent State || 


ITA 


Writtenin the Year 1687. 



















l. Relating to the Affair of MoLInos, 
| and the QuisTisTs. 
| Il. Relating to the INQUISITION, and 
ili the State of Religion, | 
| MIL. Relating to the Policy and Zutere/ts | 
| of fome of the States of ITALY. 
| | 


ee 














— ee Se De ae 


| Being A SupPLEMENT to Dr. | 
| ||BURNETsS LETTERS} 


OO 
¥ 





Printed in the Year 1688, | 
SN. BID 5 9 BY 0/175 

















































Hoe Ac Bok 


Of the Contents of the Three 


LETTERS. 


ee ee 





The firft Letter. 


CF He curiofity which Dr. Burnets Letters bad 
excited of knowing more concerning the Quie- 
tilts, was the motives to this Author's further 
Enquiry about them, p.1, 2 with uhat diffi- 
culty things before the Laquilition come to be known, 
andwith how much fear and referve the Italians 
talk of them, efpeciallyto Hereucks.p.2,3. The 
amafing Wealth of the Churches, Palaces, and 
Convents zz Rome and thro all\taly; and yet 
the aftonishing Poverty of the-Inhabitants , p. 4. 
ed comparifon between the Italians upon the one 
hand, and the Englifh and Dutch on the other 
hand, p.4, 5. That the povertyofthe peoplecwitaly, 
ari{eth fromthe Government’s being inthehands 
of Prietts, and fromthe afcendancy which the prin- 
ciples of their Religion give them over mens con- 


fevences, p: 6,7. How litle many of the Iralians 


believe the chief Dottrines of their Church; .and 


what temptation their ‘Religion lay sthem under to 
Atheifm. zbid. That the AXjfteries of the Con- 
clave; the gualifications of the Cardinal’s ; the 
eharatters of the late Popes, particularly of the pre- 
fent 5 and the manner how the Purple, and the 

LoS Ti aes  'Priple 


The CONTENT S. 
Triple Crown are obtained ; are evidences that 
the Romith Church zs not what she pretends to 
be, p.8,9. That tho they who are under the yoak, 

may be willing to continue in Slavery, yet tis mat- 
ter of amajement; that fuch who are delivered {rem 
Papal Bondage, should (zbmit again unto rt. p., 
10. Whence it was, that fo many of all ranks came 
to be {0 favourable to Molinos 3 and upon what 
grounds, his opintons came to be fo univer{ally recet- 
ved. p. 11,12. ‘eA Charatter of Molinos him- 
lef; with an account of the chief eAuthors of the 
“My ftical Divinity’; together with a reprefenta- 
tion of it, and why the followers of Molinos are tiled 
Quietilts ; znd what different Ends men might 
have , en falling in with thisnew Adethod. p. 12, to 
19. When Molinos’s Bodk called ii Guida Spirt- 
tuale was firf published, and with whofe appro ba- 
tons; andhow much it was effeemed. p. 19, 20. 
The great reputation he grew into, efpecrally with 
which of the Cardinals. p.20,21. The freendship 
betwixt Card. PEftrée and him; and the value 
that the prefentP ope had forhim,and the encourage- 
ment he gave to his defign. p.21,2,2. Of a French 
Book written onthe Subjett of Ny ftical Divinity, | 
and by whofe means, andofits being Tranflated into \ 
Italian.p.22, 23. Of the feveral Writings of Pe- 
trucc) 27 relation toa contemplative State, wiin 
their charatter. ibid. The letuites and. Domuni- 
Cans allarmed at the progre(s of Quierifm , ana 
“why. ibid. Books writ bythe Society againjr Mo- 
lj.08 and his Method sand the way thatthe Jetuite 
“SeQueri took to decry it. p. 24. That the matter 
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being brought before the Inquifition, the Jefuites 
were accounted accufers ay an account of what 
became of F, Mart in Kiparfa a pe whohad 
approved Molinoas’s Book. p.25 - OfMolinos and 
Petrucci their coz ming off jar pet and that their 
Books were approved, "andthe w Anfwers of the je~ 
fuites cénfired as {ec andalons. p.26. The Popes sad- 
vancing. Petrucci to be Bishop of Jeti, and how 
he behaved him/elfin his Bishopric kscbich How the 
party grew in credit and ee marober, wit a short 
character of them. ibid. & p.27. Of th e Je fuites 
perjevering te calamniate nr andinwhat Me- 
thods; andof the care that Molinos took to aie fend 
himfelfand Lof his writing in order the reunto al rea- 
tafe of k° requent anc day ly Communion. p. 28. 
en account ofthat Book, and with whofe appro- 
bations it waspubl: shed, andof the eAnfwersgiven 
therein tofame of Afr. Arnaua’s Objettions againft 
Frequent Communion. pr 28; 2Q. Ofrhe ss ipevee 
taken at that Book, and for whats and how 
Quictifts are in many things calunmnia ted, Pp. 2. 
That theire Maxims are rejembled to. thofé of So- 
crates his School,and swherein.p 21,32, efcon- 
verfation which the Author had. 4 with a French 
Clergy- man, withthereafons give n by that per;é 
why Worfhip ought to be Pom pous, 9c. p. 22. 
The Velisiies APOn 3 not being gabletaruin Molinos éy 
their infimence upon th: be Pr ope, - apply themfelves by 
means of F.laChaileto the be te h King. p eo 


* 


by 


T he alcendant they have over thatMonarc h; wath a 
juft-cenfire 0} [the Perlecution exercifed nF rance. 
ibid, The Popes dilputing the Rega le weth.the 
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French King,and atthe fame time facouring Mo- 
linos, laid holdofin France, to reproach the | Pope, 
adie érnshibe Quuetifts. p.34, 35. 4 Report at 
aes of Cardinal d’Eftrees betraying Molinos, 
by Lit} wiescs the Ing uifition of many particulars 
again? him. A Relation of that whole story , & of 
Molinos ‘s being thereupon clapt upp. 25, 36,3 7,38. 

Fhe imprifonment of Count Vetpiniani and his 
Lady , and how they came tobe Releafed upon Bal . 
P-3853.9. Ofthe Popes being fulpected of tlerefie, 

ane hit bein Hen dpeiged by the Inquifition. p. 29. 
How they endeavour to avoid the ‘R efleion that 
this expofeth the Papal Entallibility ante. p. 40. 
Mf a Circular Letter /ent by the Inquifiuuon te 
Cardinal Cibo. p.41,42,43. That feveralCar- 
dinalsa reapprehen|ive of a Stormfromthe Inquifi- 
tion, ad whothey are. A Charatter of Don Li- 
viothe P opes Nephew , andhow jealous he is of 
fathing into the hanas of the Inquilitors,p. 44. Of 
ibe tmnpri, ‘onment of ©. Appiani 4 Jefuite, and the 
meoritjication it gave the Society, witha Reflettion 
upon the Conduct of the Socicty. p. 4.5. A remar- 
bik of F. Cann an English Jefuite zz 
€ Pp. 46,47. A charatter of Car dinal How- 
: whdofl his being shut out of all the Councils of 
be E. “of Cal ftlemain during his Embaffay at 
tome, with anaccount of the rude and infolent 
carriage of F. Morgan towards the Cardinal. P- 
47,43. Thegreat concern expreffed for thofe inthe 
hi nquifit 10n by their friends ; with the impreffion 
wt makes uponthe Inquifitors, and their behaviour 
th bro she apprehenfia anthey have of tt.p.48,49.T hat 
the, 
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The CON TE NTS. 

the Pope and Cardinal Cibo are much troubled to 
feethis matter gone fo far , and that Cardinal Pe- 
trucciés/Pllinthe Popes favour. tbid. The great 
number of the Regulars in Rome andm Naples, 
who being generally againft the Quietitts , they 
are made a Sacrifice to their refentment,p.49. Nine- 
teen Propofitions pretended to be extratted out 
of the Writings and Dottrines of the Quietifts, with 
a-Cenfure of them published by Order of the \n- 
quifition. p. 50. The Circular Letter, Goth in 

Jealian and in English, p. 51, 525535 54. The 

Cenfure of the Opinions of the Quietifts 2 

Italian and in English, wath fome Remarks npon 

it, shewing that many things charged upon them 

are mifreprefented; that other things are weakly and 

ridiculoufly refuted ; that feveral abjurdities are 

therein obtruded upon the world for Truths; and 

that the Adoration of Images, which the Pa- 

pifts in England and France dodifclaim, wsinthe 
Cenfure juftified and recommended. p. 55. to p. 

88. Of the (ondemnation of Molinos ; of the rage 

exprefjed by many of the People againft him; and 

of the hatred declared upon this occafion againft the 

prefent Pontificate , with a character of xt, and 
an account of the Gentlne{i of the Lnquilition to 

many of Nolinos’s follawers,and what Reflections 

wife men make thereupon, p.89,90,91. The 

whole Ceremony at the Minerva, the day that 

Molinos was brought forth to abjure, with a 

Relation of fomethings he faid, andof hts de- 

portment,p.92,93,94. The mildnef{s of the Pu- 
nishment infitted upon him, ibid. Of the bola- 

nefs of one of his followers before the Inquift- 

ae t1ON, 
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10n, and how (lightly he came off, p. 94. Of thé 
 vaft corre(pondence which Molinos had in all 
places ; and that moft of the condemned Articles, 
are but an invidious Aggravating of the Doctrine. 
of Predeftination , andof Effcacious Grace, ibid, 
© p.95. 











The Second LET TER. 


a Sik Author's Capacity for giving the 
following Relation , thro having refided [o 
longin Rome and in Italy, p. 96. Some Re- 
flections upon the frudy of Manutcripts, Me- 
dals, In{criptions, ‘and of Religion and Poli- 
ticks, P-97:98. A commendation of Dr. Bur- 
nets Letters 5 and that'moft which the Author 
had obferved, és already related there; and that 
what ishere published, referreth either toplaces 
whichthe Dr. did not fee, ortomatters which 
his short ftay in Xtaly , did not allow him to 
enquire after,ibid. Of a Crucifix shut up inthe 
Inguifition , the occafion of it, with feveral 
Reflections. on the Bigotry, Superttition, and 
Idolatry of the Papilts, e/pecially of theltalians, 
P.99,100,101. Of the Plague en S..Gregory 
the Greats time, ibid, Of a Stone in the Chap- 
pelof Ara Coeli, pretendedto havethe impre|- 
fron of an Angel’s Foot upon it, and therefore 
worshipped by the people; butis now made Pri- 
foner in the Inguifition, to keep the Crucifix 
company, p.10%,103. The tory of Sr. Burrhi 4 
Millanefe Gentleman and a Chywift, who becos 
ming fulpected by the Priefts, was brong ht Me 0 
the 
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oA Fhe CC ON (To E N TS. 
the Inquifition , and getting off at that time, 
was afterwards apprehended, and being accufed 
of many Errors, was made to abjure, and con- 
fined to a perpetual Imprifonment, Sc. p.103, 
104,105. Of the fcandalous aud lafcivous Pi- 
étures, that are in many Churchesof Italy and 
that their moft celebrated Madonna’s have been 
the Miftrefles of the great Painters; with a 
Relation of an Intrigue between a Y rier and a 
Nun, p.106, 107. Of their fottish and Idola- 
trous Reprefentatsons of the Trinity, ibid. Of 
the Pitture of the B. Virgin, with the Order of 
the Capuchins under her Petticoat, ibid. How 
Learning came to flourish fo much 1 the laft 
Age,and to decay fo greatlyin this and of the 
great Mafters of painting that \taly produced 
zn the former (entury, p. 108, 109,110. Of 
the Picture of the Virgin inthe Annunciata iz 
Florence, which they pretend to have been fint— 
shed byan Angel,p.110. The Fable of Loretto, 
and what exceptions the Author made tott ina 
(onverfation; and how the \talians juftify the 
Devotion of the people, upon a fuppofition that 
the whole frory 1s a Fiction, p. 114,112. Of a 
Conference between an Abbotand an Englifh 
Clergy-man, of thedifference betweenthetwo 
Churches, p. 1125113. That the Converfion of 
Nations, is no further accounted of at Rome, 
thanasit brings profit tothe Datary ; anatherea- 
fon why fo luttle refpett was had to the Enghih 
Ambaflador, and to every thing he propo[ea, 
p. 113. What vetarded the Promotion of the 
: Card, 












THe CONT OEN T'S. 
Card. VEfté fo long, with a Relation how the 
late Card.d’E fie, Protector of the French Na- 
tion at Rome, heftor’d Pope Alexander VII. 
p.t14. Of the fcandalousimpofture of the Blood 
of St. January at Naples,p.115. To what ex- 
ceffive height the Priefts carry the Ecclefiatti- 
cal Immunities, avdin what danger the Ge- 
neral of the Horfe at Naples was of being 
Excommuntcated, p. 116, 117. A remarka- 
ble ftary how far the Immunities of the Cler- 
gy have been pusht in the Dukedom of Flo- 
rence, forthe faving of a Prieft; witha cha- 
rattler of the prefent Duke, p-t17, 118. The 
prefent Vice-Roy of Naples commended , for 
fapporting the Secular Tribunal againft the 
Invafions of the Ecclefraftical Court; with a 
Relation of the ingenuous and publick Affront he 
put upon an Auditor of the Nuncio’s, and how 
wlit was refented at Rome, p. 118, 119, 120. 
Of the difference betwixt the Pope and the 
French King about the Regale, witha further 
chavatter of thePope, p. 120, 121. What im- 
provement the Jantenilts made of the difference, 
p-121,122. Concerning the bafine/s of the Fran- 
chifes , and that the Pope feems refolved ro 
maintain his lateBull, aud how it may prove. 
fatal to himfelf, and the Papal Sea, to contend 
that matter with the French King, p. 123. Of- 
the way that this Pope treats Ambatfladors; and 
of an An{wer he gave to the Englifh Ambafla- 
dor “pon his threatuing to leave Rome, that 
shewrd the little Refpett he had either for him 
or bis Maller, p. 124. How the prefent Pope 
condutls 


























































The CON FEN TS. 
condutts his Revenue; that being the only thing 
he underfiands. Of his Retrenching both all 
Expences and the publick Charities 5 and that 
he muft have a vat Treafure, p. 124. The in- 
ducement to the making (o many Cardinals in 
she laft Promotion. And the Averfion which 
Card. Taia, and Card, Ricci expreffed to the 
Purple in the Promotzon that was made five 


year ago, p.125. How Cardinal Farnefe, that 


was afterwards Paul I. and who raifed the 
Family of Parma, came tobe created Cardinal 
by Alexander VI. with an account in what 
manner the Promotion of Cardinals ts carried ; 
and how the Wench wastoo crafty both for that 
lewd Pope , and for his Sou Celar Borgia, 
p.126, 127, 128. Of the Averfion which this 
Popehas to the Jefuites; and thar the Engliih 
Ambaflador’s Refigning himfelf to thew con- 
duit, was thereafon of the coldufage he met with 
atRome, p.129. What charatter all wife ana 
indifferent Italians faffen upon thofe of that So- 
ciety; and their concluding from the credit 
which they have in England, that the Roman 
Catholick Religion maf? needs mifcarry there, 
ibid. & p.130. The Romantick Letters which 
the Jefuites write to Rome out of England, 
and what juft difcredit this puts upon all that 
they write out of the Indies ana other remote 
Countreys, ibid. Of the Letter lately printed 
that was wrote by 4 Jefuite of Liege to thofe 
atFriburg, concerning the prefent flare of Pope= 
ryin England; that stis a true and Arthentick 
Letter, 
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Th CONTENTS. 
Letter, p.120, 131. Of two things peculiap 
to this Order which render it formidable. how 
independent the General of the Jefuitesis above 
the Generals of other Orders, and how abfo- 
lute his Government, P- 132, 133. By whase 
meansthe Miffion comes to be generally in their 
hands, and of their getting thereby into Fausi- 
lies) P.133, 134. ‘The different humour and 
conduét of the Secular Prietts, from thofe of 
the Regulars : and what prejudice tis the fuffe- 
ring Regulars to live in Proteftant States ; 
how’ tis matter of wonder at Rome, that Pro- 
teftans should permit Regulars to be in their 
Countreys, and what awife Roman /aid to the 
Author about it, p.134.,135. How the peo- 
ple of Lombardy are pollefed with a Superftia 
tron of mixing Water with their Vine, and 
how the Prielts who nourish the Vulgar in that 
conceit 5 excufe their own Wine from. being 
mix'd, p. 136, 127. That the Tax which is 
laid upon Wine in Florence, makes the people 
there preferve tt pure, ibid, Of an Abbey of Be- 
nedictines at Etalzn Bavaria, where the Afonks 
livein as great abundance as the Duke himfelf, 
P.138. A beautiful profpett the Author had at 
Burgoin the Hills of Trent, p: £38. The way, 
of Celebrating St. Anthony’s day atRome, and 
how the people bring all their Horfes, Mulets, 
aud Afles to be{prinkled wajh Holy Water dy 
the Monks of that Order. How profitable this 


prece of fuperfitious Folly is to the Priefts , P- 


1393140. That Molinos’sabjuring was only a 
Pts: 
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pretended thing, that hisparty continues fiili to 
be very numerous; andthatall the Reports about 
the lewdne/s of bis Life, are efteemed to be no 
other than Fables,p.141,142. 





The Third LET. TER. 

F a curious Salt-work at Sode near 

Francfort, with an account of the way, 
of making the Salt, p.1445145,146. That Italy 
isthe higheft Country in Europe, 4s appeareth 
by the [mall Defcent fromthe Alps on that fide, 
t9 what it is either on the French or German 
fide, p.147. Of Guattale , #s fituation, and of 
its being wrefted from the rightful owner bythe 
French King; the danger that ail Italy wall be 
thereby expofed unto, p. 148,149, 150,151,152. 
A Charatter of the prefent Duke of Mantua; 
How he favours the French intereft ; of hts put- 
ring Catlal and Guattale into theirhands; and 
how they wind him as they pleafe, p.152, 153. 
Of the courage and fidelity of the Marquifes of 
Cannofleand Palliotti to the Duke of Mantua; 
and how the French got them both to be made 
clofe Prifoners, p-1§3, 154. That the Princes 
of Italy are abfolate sn their Dominions, and 
the Slavery their Subjetts ave im, ibid. That 
there is a French Envoy always attending upon 
the Duke of Mantua, ibid. How one of the 
Duke of Mantua’s Secretaries was bythe Duke 
fentto Turin, and feifed by a party of French 
ilerfe from Pignerol, p. 155, 1595. The 
Lin 







The CO NT EN T S. 
Imperious way that the¥rench in Cafal a€ to- 
wards thofe ef Montierrat, and Piedmont, p- 
157. That having Bargain d with Mafons, 
how they broke the Agreement, ibid. How the 
French King having advanced three Millions 
towards a Fond for an Eatt-India Company, 
did withdraw it, p.15%. Of the disfavor that 
the Marquife of Pianefle fellinto with the late 
Duke of Savoy, and how be came tobe introdu- 
cedinto the Adiniftry again ,and afterwards was 
diferaced, putinprifon, and tried, and how the 
CourtofSavoy remains governed by the French, 
p- 158,159, 160, 161. Of the defign that was 
carried on_of matching this prefent Duke to the 
Infanta of Portugal; and of bis being poyfoned 
(ashis Father had been) and his reflecting onthe 
wife Advices which the Marquile de Pianefle 
had given him, p. 161, 162. How much the 
Dukes of Savoy are fank inthis Age from the 
Figure that they made sn the laft, how dificule 
it willbe to remedy it, while Cailal and Pigne« 
rol arein the hands of the ¥rench, ibid. Ofthe 
late perfecution 2 the Valley’s of Piedmont; 
haw allinthe Court of Savoy are ashamed of tt: 
with an account of the Fidelity, peaceablenefs, 
€5 indultry of that poor people; what the perfon 
who acquainted the Author with thefe things ,up- 
on his knowing himto be an Kngisihman,faid to 
him upon it,p. 1625163 .Of the lexury and vanity 
of living magnificently, wherewith France hath 
infetted the Princes of Germany, together with 
a reprefentation of the mé{chiefs which me 
vom 
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The’ @ ON TEN 76. 
from Princes and Noblemens travelling inte France, 
p.164.How fatal Luxury e a vain Expencefulnels are 
ina [pecial manner to Common-wealths ; And whas 
fenfible decays in firength, the expenceful way of living that 
the Dutch and Cantons are grown into; with acommen- 
dation ef that part of the Venetian Conftitution, which 
regulates the Expence of théir Nobility, p. 165,166. Of 
the mifery and poverty tbat appears in Pila throthe Se- 
verity of the Government ; and of the Wealth and popu- 
loufne[s of Lucca, thro being a Free Government ; how 
jealous they of Lucca are of having their Liberty fupplan- 
ted, bow infinitely they prife it ; with an Account of the 
Strength .and Decoration of the Town , p. 167,168. Of 
Genoa ; ats decay from what it formerly was 5 and yet is 
being vafily more wealthy and populous , than any part of 
Tutcany or of the Popes Patrimony. Of the number ef 
the Subj ects of that Republick ; their Forts in Corficay 
with a Charaéter of the Corfes ; the Compafs of the For- 
tifications of Genoa; the Expence they have laid out om 
thetwo Moles; the debt it hath runtheminto; with an 
Account of the Extent of their whole Countrey, and how it 
is defended; ¢' what their Marine firengthis, p. 168,169, 
170,171. How much the fafety of Millan and of all \taly 
depends upon the prefervation of Genoa ; and that its Iil- 
sereft and Spains are infeparably united, p.172) 173. A 
large Account of their Civil Conftitution 5 and of the Di- 
vifions that are among them; and bow oecafioned ; and thas 
thefe were the Inducements to France to attack them, p- 
173,174,175,176,177. That thothe Subjects be wealthy, 
yetthe State is weak; that there is fuch a degeneracy a- 
mong them from what they were, that they have neither 
Heads nor Hearts to defend themfelves,were they vigoroufly 
affaulteds and whence that degeneracy proceeds, p.178. 
Curious Reflections upon the Difeafes , that Common: 
Wealths are fubject unto, with a friendly application of all 
unto Holland, p.179. That the proje& of France’s fal- 
ling upon Genoa, was formed by one Valdyron of Nif- 
Mes, that was a Proteftans, and bad lived long in siz 
Thas 





The CONTENTS; 

That the French might have been eafily Mafters of it, bad 
they affaulted it vigoroufly at firft. The injuflice of this 
way of proceeding, and bow the Italians ftile it,p.180,181, 
182. What Reflections a Spaniard, belonging torbe Count 
of Melgar, made upon the French mijcarr ying in that, 
and in fome other of their Undertakings, p. 182,183. How 
Valdyron was treated by the Genoele, w bow poorly re- 
quited by the French King,p.184. An Account of a Con- 
verfation the Author had with two of the old Magiltrates 
of Meflina, wherein they [aid many things refleGsve on the 
Honour, Veracity and Iuftice of the French King and 
his Minifters, and by what Arguments they juflified 
the Revolt of their Town from the opaniard, p.185,186, 
187. Of the method they ufein preparing Vitriol in the 
Sulfatara near Puzzolo. Ofalit tle Town in the Appe- 

nins, called Norcia, which iho in the Popes Territories, 
may be accgunted a Common-wealth ,and which is fa 
jealous of all Prietts obtaining any share in their Govern. 
ment, that they will admit none into Magiftracy, whocan 
either read or write.p.189,190. Of the Mortification which 
one ofthe Magiitrates , put uponan Auditor who was a 


Church-mar, by gelding bim > for attempting to dibauch 
bis wife; with a pleafant account, how one that bath been fo 
treated, may continue capable to fay Mats, ibid. & p.193, 
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The Stationer to the Reader. 


I Can give no other account of thefe Letreys » but 
that they were communicated to mie, by.a perfon 
of known Integrity ; whoaffared me, that he who 
Made thefe Obfcruations , is a man of great vertue; 
and confiderably learned : who has been long and 
much in Italy: who js both capable of looking nar: 
rowly into matters, and is of fiich fevere morals, 
that one may fafely depend on all he fays. This was 
enough for me; fo without making any further en- 
quiry,or knowing any thing of the Author,I have fet 
about the printing of them. VALE. 
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Writ from 
R © IN E- >> 


To one in Holland ,concerning the 


QUIETISTS. 


S Jak 
pase Our defire of being informed 
particularly byme, of the ftate 
of Religion and Learning in Italy, 
and chiefly here at Rome , has 
= quickned my curiofity, and has 
fet an edge upon a humour that isof it felf 
Inquifitive enough : and tho I am not fo 
much in love with writing, as to delight in 
tranfmitting you long Letters , yet I find 
I have matter at prefentfora very long one; 
chiefly in that which reiates’to the Ouzetifts: 
for you obferve right, that the fhort hints 
that Dr. Burnet gave of their matters in his 
Letters, did rather increafe the curioliry of 
A, the 
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the English, than fatisfy it. He toldasmuch as 
was generally known in Rome at that time, 
concerning them; but asa longer {tay might 
have difcovered more particulars to him, fo 
there have fallen out fince that time {uch 
new and furprifing accidents, that there is 
not more hearkning after new Evidence in 
England , upon the breaking out of Plots, 
than there was at Rome upon the Impri- 
fonment of fo great a number of perfons in 
February and March lat; the number alone 
of 200 perfons, was enough to raife a great 
curiofity ; but this was much encreafed by 
the quality of the perfons that were claprt 
up, who were both for Rank, forLearning, 
and for Piety, the moft efteemed of any in 
Rome, So I was putht on by my own Incli- 
nations; as well as by your Entreaties , 
to. takeall the pains that was poflible for me, 
to be well Informed of this matter. ‘The 
particular Application with which Ihad read 
fome of the Books of Devotion writ in this 
method, andthe pleafure, and, I hope, pro- 
fir , that I had found in it 5, made me ttill 
the more earneft to know this matter to the 
bottom. Ic istrue, it washardto find it out: 
for thofe who have been in Rome’, know with 
how much caution all people there talk of 
matters that are before the Inqzifitiow: thofe 
are like the Secrets of ftate elfewhere : 
of which aman cannot talk much without 
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incurring fome Inconvenience ; and there is 
no Inconvenience that is more terrible at 
Rome, than the falling into the hands of the 
Inquifitors : for befides the Danger that a 
man runs , ‘ifthe fufoitions are well founded, 
the leaft ill effe& that this muft have, isthe 
cutting offalla mans hopes of Preferments 
for what-a Sufpition of Aigh Treafonis elfe~ 
where , the Sufpition ot Herefy is at Rome; 
and where there are many Pretenders, and 
there is fo' much to. be expected, you may 
imagine that Hope and Fear working at the 
fame time fo powerfully ; it muft be very hard 
to ingage fuch perfons as probably know the 
fecret of things, to truft themfelves upon fo 
tendera point, to ftrangers. ‘The truth is, 
Learning is{o low in Italy , and the Opinion 
that they have ofthe Learning of Strangers, 
chiefly of Herericks, is fohigh, that they do 
not willingly enter either on Subjects of Lear- 
hing or of Religion with them; and on the 
other hand a Stranger and a Heretich, whois 
confidered as a Spye, or a fair Enemy at bett, 
will’ not find it convenient to thruift on 
fuch fubjects of converfation, as are tender 
and fufpitious. All this is to prepare you 

for a relation. which you. will perhaps think 

defective, yetisas full aI could poflibly ga- 

ther, out of all the Hints and Informations 

that fome moneths flay at Rome procured 
me, | 
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4 A. Letter from ROME, 
The firft thing that {urprifes a /tranger 


in Rome, is the very unequal mixture of 
Wealthand Poverty, that he feeshere, as well 
asin allthe partsof /raly; yetit is more con- 
{picuous here , than elfewhere: for as the 
Wealth of the Churches, Palacesand (onvents 
is allonifhing , fo the Poverty of-the Inhabi- 
zants, andthe meanneis of the ordinary Buil- 
dings ,1s extremely unfuteable to the magni- 
ficence of the other. When a man fees what 
ftaly wasan Age or two ago, not to go back 
fo far as to remember what Rome was once; 
he can hardly imagin how fuch a fall, fuch 
a difpeopling, and fucha poverty could be- 
falla 2arion and Climate, that Nature has 
made tobe one of the richetft of the world,or of 
Exrope atleatt; if the PRIESTS had not at 
the iame time a fecret to make the Natives ' 
miferable, in {pite of all that Abundance 
with which Nature has furnifhed them, It 
were notable to withftand even an ordinary 
Enemy, and it can {carce fupportitdelf. Thote 
Italians that have feem the Wealth and 
Abuncance that is in England and ‘Holland , 
thotheir Sz is lefs favorable, and their Ch- 
mateis more unhappy, and that come home 
fo fee their Towns deferted ; and their Jnha- 
bitants in Rages, {peak of this fometimes 
with an Indignation that is too fenfible to 
be at all times kept within bounds. ‘They 
fpeak of the difference between Hollandand 
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Jraly, likemen affected whenthey compared 
the two foils:and Climates together. ‘The 
one is.a fos! divided between fand and turf’, 
preferved from: the Innudations of Land- 
floods, and the overflowing of the fea, ata 
vait Charge , fuffering’ often fuch lofles‘as 
would ruin other /fates', and paying: creat 
and conftant Impofitions :. and yet with all 
thefe Inconveniences , and all the diadvan- 
tages of a feeble fun »\2 ftagnating and phleg- 
matick Air’, violent Colds, and moderate, 
or at leaft very fhorts Heats, this Cozntrey is 
full of Wealth and People; and there is init 
fach‘an abundance of great) Towns and con- 
fiderable vi//ages,and in all thefe there appear 
{fo many marks of plenty, and none at allof 
Want ; and the other hasakind fun, long and 
happy Summers 5 and mild Winters : a truit- 
fuland rich foil, and every thing that the Jx- 
habitants can with for on Natures part,toren- 
der them the Ettvy of the World: whereas 
they are become the Scorn and contempt 
of all that fee them. And as much as the 
Durch feem to: have acted in fpite of Nature 
onthe one hand , in rendring themfelves 
much more confiderable than fhe has Intended 
they fhould be; {fo the Government of /taly 
feems to havereverfed the.defign of Nature 
asymuch on the other hand’, by reducing 
the Inhabitants to fuch a degree of Mifery 
in fpiteof al/her Bounty: upon this fubjece 
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the Ztahans will taik more freely than upon 
matters of Religion: and do not ftick to fay, 
that it flows trom the fhare that PRIEST'S 
have- in the Government, and thatnot only in 
the Popes ‘Territory , butin all the other 
Courts of Italy , where they have the main 
firoke, They will tell you, that Prie/ts 
have not Souls big enough,’ nor tender 
enough, forGovernment: they have botha 
narrownefs of fpirit, anda fournefs of mind, 
that does not agree with the Principles of. 
human Society :' Their having-fo fhort and 
fo uncertain a time of goyerning’, makes 
them think only onthe prefent, {o thatthey 
do not carry their profpeét tothe Happinefs 
of, or mifery that muftbe the confequences 
of what they do , ° at any confiderable di- 
{tance of time: nor-have they. thefe Com- 
paffions for the Miferable with which wif 
Governours ought to temper all their Goun- 
felis; for a ftern fournefs oftemper, and an 
unrelenting hardnefs of heart, feems to be-: 
long to all that fort of mex. in Italy.) What- 

foever advances their prefent Interefts, and 

inriches their yamilies , is preferred to all 

wife, great or generous councells. Now tho 

the 2Vatives dare not carry this matter fur- 

ther, yet afranger, that thinksmore freely, 

and that has examined matters of Religion, 

ina more Inquifitive manner , fees plainly 
that all thefe errors in Government, are the 
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effects of their Religion, and of thatauthori- 
ty which they believe is lodged in the Pope, 
chiefly and of which every Przef has fo con- 
fiderable afhare , that he is eafily able to 
make himfelf mafter ofevery mans Confci- 
ence that lets him into it, andthat believes 
thofe rhree great branches of their power : 
that they can pardon them fins, make their 
God, and fecure them both from Hell and Pur- 
gatory. "Thefe are things of fuch a mighty 
operation, that ifit isnoteafy to imagine how 
they fhould be foeafily believed; yet {uppo- 
fing once the belief of them , all other 
things flow very naturally from thence: men 
are not convinced of thefe errors tillit istoe 
late tocome and undeceive others. Itistrue, 
many) of the Jtalans believe thefe things 
as little as we do; yet this is in them rather 
an effect ofa loofe and libertine temper, than 
of ftudy and enquiry, in a Countrey where 
not only Heretical books would endanger a 
man, but the bare reading even of a Latin 
New Teffament would give fome fufpition. 
But the thinking men among them are ledto 
doubt of all things, ratherfrom a principle of 
Atheifm, thanot fearching into matters of 
Controverfy : the one is much lefs dangerous 
there, thanthe other would be. Andindeed 
asfoonasaman becomes alittle familiar with 
any of the mez of freer thoughtshere, he will 
foon fee that the belief of their Relagson has 
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8 e4 Letter from ROME, 
very little power over many ot thofe who are 
the moft zealous tofupport it, only becaufe 
their Intereft determins them. When a man has 
livedfometime at Rome, and has knownalit- 
tle of the Myfteries of the Conclave, withthe 
Character both ofthe prefentand the late Popes, 
particularly the weakne{s andIgnorance of him 
that now reigns , who does not fo much as 
underftand Latin; whena man feeshow mat- 
ters are carriedin that Court, whatare the M/a~ 
ximes theygoby, andthe Methods that they 
take; when he {ees what a fort of men the Car- 
dinalsare, men indeed of great Civility, and 
of much Craft; butasto the miatters of Re#- 
gion, men of anequal fife both of Ignorance 
and Indifference: when a man fees, how all 
preterments are obtained , but chiefly how the 
purple is given, and how men rife up to the 
Triple Crown: when, Ifay, aman hasfeen 
and obferved all thisa little, he cannot wonde 
enough atthe Charaéferthat fo great apart of 
the World {etson that Court. The plain and 
fimpie Arguments of Common fenfe work fo 
ftrone,that Tranfubfantiation ivf{elf is not har- 
der to be believed, than that this man is Chrifts 
Vicar,a man of Jafalltbilty ,and the fource or 
channel at leat of divine truth. So thata 
man that has given himfelf the opportunities 
of obferving thefe matters Critically , will fect 
a perfuafion of the falfehood of thofe preten- 
{ions formed fo deep in him, that alkthe cig 
i wary. 
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ftryof Argument willnever be able to over- 
throw it: for the plain fenfe of what he has 
feen will apparently difcover the delufion of 
thofeReafons, which perhaps he is not lear- 
ned enoughto anfwer: for let men fay what 
they will, icisnoeafy matter to believe in a 
Contradi&iontothe clear Evidence of fence: 
and I cannot make my felff{o much as doubr, 
but thatas (ato was wont to wonder how it 
came that every one of the Heathen Preefts did 
not laugh when he faw another of the Trade, fo 
the Cardinals when they lookonone another, 
anda Pope even as Ignorant a oneas the prefent 
Popeis, whenhereceives the fubmiffions that 
are offered him by all who are of that Com- 


’ munion, mutt laugh within himfelf when he 
3 o 


fees how lucky that Impofture is, which has 
fubdued the World into fo much refpect tor 
him, and to fo great a dependance on him. 
A man who {ees ali thefe things upon the place, 
and is of an Age capable of making {olid 
Reflections, and hasa due portion of Lear- 
ning, muft return amatfed, not fo machat thofe 
who being already under the Yoke , have nei- 
ther knowledgenor courage enough tofhake 
it off, nor atthofe who gointoit becaufe they 
find their account init, and fo hope to havea 
good fhare of the{poil , as at thofe who have 
ihaken off the Yoke, andhave gotinto more 
Liberty and more Knowledg, and feel the hap- 
py Influence of their deliverance even in their 
4 As Civil 
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CivilLtbertiesand other Temporal Concerns, if 
they fhould ever come {o much as to delibe- 
rate whether they ought toreturn and ferve 
their oldand fevere elaffers, or not. For 
my part, I {peak freely to you, thatI could 
fooner bring my mind to believe thar there 
is no fuch thing as Inflitured Religion; and 
that itis enough formen to be juit and honeft, 
civiland obliging, andto have a general re- 
verencefor the Deity, than ever to think that 
fuch Stuffas themen of the Miffion would im- 
pofeonthe World can be true. Chiefly in 
that part of it which relates to the. Popes 
Authority, after all that I have feen and 
known. : al 
You will perhaps think, that thisisa long 
digreflion, orat leafta very improper intro- 
duction to that which I told you I would 
offer to you, fince the relation that all this 
has withthe matter of the Ozzeti/ts ,doesnot 
appear to be fo very proper. Yet you will 
perhaps change your mind, when! tell you, 
that the Miferies of /taly, that the Averfion 
that all men of fenfe there have to the Ar- 
tifices of their Religion , and chiefly to the 
conduct of the Regulars , andabove all, of 
the 7e/utes., is believed the true reafon that 
led fuch numbers of men of all forts to be 
fo favourable to A4Zolinos : to which this was 
rather to be afcribed, than toany Extraordi- 
nary Elevation of Piety or Devotion, of which 
lo 
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{o little appears in that Country , that nothing 
which touches only upon that Principle can 
have great effects among them. Méen that 
are fick, turn to all forts of remedies : and 
thofe who are difcontented, do naturally go 
into every new thing that either promifesre- 
lief, or that woundsthofe that difpleafe them. 
The prefent ftate of things in /taly being fuch 
as I have defcribedit, you neednot wonder 
to find fo many ready'to hearken after any 
thing that feemed both new and fafe. For 
asthe Novelty gave that curiofity which 
might draw in many, fothe fafety that fee- “ 
med to be in a Method of Devotion in 
which fo many of the Canonifed Saints 
had gone before them, and which appeared 
at firft authorifed by the Approbation ot fo 
many Inquifitours, made them apprehend 
that there couldbe no danger in it. In the 
recital that I am to give you, Idonotpre- 
tend to tell you all the whole affair : nor 
will I affure you of the truth of all that you 
willfind here. For in matters ofthis nature, 
in which Intereft. and Paffion are apr to 
work fo ftrongly, there are alwayes fo ma- 
ny falfe Reports fpread, and matters are fo 
often aggravated onthe one hand,and dimini- 
{hed or denied on the other,that I will not fay 
but there may be fome things here that upon 
afiricter inquiry will perhaps appear notto 
be well founded; yet of this I will aflure 
you 
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you very pofitively , that Ihave Invented 
and added nothing my. {elf I leave thofe 
arts to. the Zralians, andthe Court-of Rome: 

therefore I will tell. you things naked] 
and fimply ,.as I found then, without adding 
{o much as one Circum {tance out .of my: 
own Invention... I alfo madeas much ufe 
of my Judgment as was poflible for me to dos” 
both in contidering theCircumflances of thofe. 
with whom I talked onthofe heads, -and the 
things themfelves that they faidto me; fo [ler 
pais all that feemed to be the effe& of Pat 
fion or Prejudice, and only. ‘marked, down 
that which feemed to be true , aswell as that. 
which I had frommen whom I had reafon to- 
believe. My Jnformers were men of Pro- 
bity -and of Senfe; they were not indeed eas, 
fily brought totalk of this Subjeti, and they, 
{poke of it with. great Referves.: fo that. 
there may be many defeéts, and poffibly 
fome miftakes in the account that Lam to offer. 
you; yet you muft be contented, with it; 
for it is all that I could gather; and itis 
not corrupted with any mixture of my 
own. . | 
Michael de. Molinos is a Spaniard , of a 
good and Opulent Family.. He entred into, 
Priehs Orders, but had neverany Ecclefiatti- 
cal Benefice: fothathe feemed to have dedi- 
cated himfelf to the fervice of the Charch, 
witheut defigning any Advantage by i. te 
im 
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himifelf. He paffes in Italy for a man both 
of Learning and of good Senfe. His courfe 
of life has been exact, but he has never practi- 
fed thofe Aufterities that are fo much mag- 
nified inthe Churchof Rome, and among the 
Religious Orders: and as he did not aftectto 
practife them, fo he did not recommend 
them to others ; nor was he fond of thofé 
poor Superfiitions that are fo much magni- 
fied by the trafficking men of that Church 
But hegavein to the Method of the A/p/tical, 
Divines , of which, fince your ftudies have 
not perhaps lien muchthatway, Ifhall give 
you this fhort account. 

That fublime, but myfterious way of De- 
votion, was not fet out by any of the firft 
Writers of the Church ; which isindeed 2 
great Prejudice againft it: tor how many 
{oever they may be, who have followed it in 
the. latter Ages 3 yet Caffians Collations , 
which isa work of the midle of the fifth 
Century , isthe antienteft Book that is writ 
in. that ftrain: for the pretended Dens the 
Areopagite isnow by the confent ofall learned 
men thought no Elder than the end of the 
fifth or the beginning of the fixth Century. 
Yet after thefe Books appeared, very few 
followed the elevated {trains that were in 
them : the ljatter was indeed.too dark to. be 
either well underftood or much followed. So 
that. this way of Devotion, if it was practifed 
in 
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in Religious Houfes, yet was not much fet 
out to the World before S. Bernards time, 
whofe melting firains, thoalittle too much 
laboured and affected , yet have fomething 
inthem that both touches and pleafes : after 
him many began to write in that fublime 
{trains fuchas Thauler, Rufbrachius; Har- 
phius, Sufo, but above all Thomas aK empis. 
And when for fome confiderable time that 
way of writing was difcontinued, it wasagain 
raifed up inthe laft Age, with much luiter 
iby S. Terefa; and after her by Baltafar Alva- 
res a fefuit: andas England produced a Car- 
thufian in King Henry *the fixths time, one 
Walter Hilton, who writ the Scale of Perfe- 
éizow » a Book Inferior to none of theie I 
have cited, and morefimple and natural than 
mott of them; fo of late F. Creffy has publifhed 
out of F. Bakers Papers ; who was 2. Benedi- 
éine,a whole body of that method of Divini- 
ty and Devotion, ‘The right notion of this 
way of Devotion is fomewhat hard to be 
well underftood, by thofe.who have not ftu- 
died their Metaphificks, and is entangled 
with too many ofthe terms of the School ; yet 
I fhall give it to you as free of thefeas is 

poflible. hey. 
Withrelation to Devotion they confidera 
man in. three different degrees of Progrefs 
and Improvement : the firft is the Ansmal, 
or the Imaginative ftate : in which the Im. 
rt baker pref 
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preflions of Religzon work ftrongly upon a 
mans Fancy, and his fenfitive Powers : this. 
ftateis but low and mean, and futeable to 
the Age of a Child; and all the Devotion that 
works this way , that raifes a heat in the 
Brain ; tendernefs in the Thoughts , that 
draws Sighsand Tears, and that awakens ma- 
ny melting Jmagznations,isofalow form, va- 
riable , and of no great force. ‘Thefecond 
ftate is the Rational, in which thofe Refle- 
étions that are madeon Truths, whichcon- 
vince ones reafon , carry one toall futeable 
Acts : thisthey fay isdry, and without mo- 
tion ¢ itis a Force which the Reafon puts 
upen the Will, and tho upona great Variety 
of Motives, and many Aeditations upon 
them , the mind goes thro a great many 
Performances of Devotion, yet this is ftilla 
Force put upon the wll, So they reckon 
that the third and higheft ftate is ‘the Contem- 
lative ; in which the W2H is fo united to 
God, and overcome by that Union, that in 
one fingle Act of Contemplation , it adores 
God, itloves him, and refigns it {elf up to 
him: and without wearying it elf witha dry 
multiplicity of Aéts,it feels in oneAG of Faith 
more force than a whole day of Meditation 
can produce. In this they fay that a true Con- 
templative Jan , teels a fecret foy in God, 
and anacquiefcing in his Will;. in which the 
true. elevation of Devorion lies; and ibaa? is 
ar 
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far above either the heats of Fancy, which ac- 
company the fir/? ftate,or the Subtilty of Ae- 
ditation, thatbelongsto the/fecond ftate: and 
they fay, that the perfection ofa Contemplative 
feateabove the others, appearsinithis, that 
wheras all men are not capable of forming 
lively Zvaginations, or ofa fruitful Invention, 
yetevery man is capable of the fimplicity of 
contemplation : which is nothing bu¢ the filent 
and humble adoration of God, that art{és out of 
apure and quiet mind. But becaufe all this 
may appear alittle Intricate, [thal illuftratte 
itby afimilitude, which willmake the diffe- 
rence of thofe three fates more fenfible;1.Aman 
that fees the exteriour of another, with whom 
he has no acquaintance, and is much taken 
with his face, fhape, quality, and meen, 
and thishasablind prevention in his favour, 
and afort ofa feeble kindnefsfor him , may be 
compared to him whofe Devotion confifts in 
lively Zmaginations , and tender Impreflions 
on his lower and fenfible Powers: 2. A man 
that upon an acquaintance with another, 
fees agreat many reafons fo value and efteem, 
both his parts and his Vertues, yet in all 
this he feels no inward Charm that over- 
comes him , and knits his foul to the other; 
( that how high foever the efteem may be, yet 
i+ is cold and dry , and does not affect his 
heart much, may be compared to one whofe 
Devotien confifts in many Acts, and much 
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Meditation, But 3dly,when a. man enters inte 
anentire friendship with another, then one 
fingle Thought ot his Friend,affe&s him more 
tenderly, thanallthat variety of reflections , 
which may arife in his mind, where this Us 
nion is not felt. And thus they explain the 
{ublime flare of Contemplation. And they 
reckon that allthe common methods of De-= 
votton , ought tobe confidered, only.as fteps 
toraife men up to this ftate: when men reft 
and continue in them, they arebut dead and 
lifelefs Forms: andif they rife above them i 
they become Cloggs and Hindrances, which 
amufe them with many dry Performances , 
in which thofe who are of a.higher Difpena 
fation will feel no pleafure nor advantage, 
Therefore the ufe of the Rofary , the daily 
repeating the Brewary, together with the 
common Devotions to the Saints, are ge- 
nerally laid afide by thofe who rife up tothe 
Contemplative State; and the chiefbufinefs to 
which they apply themfelves, isto keep their 
Minds in an inward Calm and Oxuet, that 
fo they may in filence form fimple 4s of 
Faith, and feel thofe inward Motions and 
Diredions which they believe follow all thofe 
who rife up to this Elevation. But be« 
caufe aman may be much deceived in thofe 
In{pirations , therefore they recommend to 
all who enter into thismethod, above allo- 
ther things, the choice of a Spiritual Guide, 
B who 
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ovhovhas a right fenfe and atrue taft of thofe 
matters, and is by Confequence a Competent 

Judge in them. 
Thisisall that I willlay before you in ge- 
neral, for giving you fome taft of «Ao- 
dinos’s Methods; and by this you will both 
fee why his Followers are called QU 1 E- 
TISTS and why his Bookis Entitied dl Gus. 
da Spirituale. But ifyou Intend to Intorm 
your felf more particularly of this matter, 
you mutt feek for it, either in the Authors 
that Lhave already mentioned, orinthofe of 
which I amto give you fome account inthe 
fequel of this Letter. 4olinos having it 
feems drunk in the principles of the Contem- 
plative Devotion in Spain , where the great 
Veneration that is payed to S, Terefa gives 
it much reputation , be brought over with 
him to Jta/y a great Zeal for propagatingit. 
He cameand fetled at Rome, where he writ 
his Book, and entredinto a great commerce 
with the men of the beft Apprehenfions, and 
the moft Elevated thoughts that he found 
there. Allthatfeemed to concur with him 
in his defien for fetting on foot this fublimer 
way, were not perhaps animated with the 
fame principles. Some defigned fincerly to 
elevate the World above thofe poor and trit- 
ling Superfiitions , thatare {o much in vogue, 
among allthe Bigors of the Church of Rome, 
but more particularly in Spaia and Italy , and 
: which 
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whichare fo much fet on by almoft all the 
Regulars, whofeemto place Religion chiefly 
in the exact performing of them. It was 
thought that others entred into the defign up- 
on more Indireé&t motives.Some perhaps from 
theaverfion that they bore the Regv/ars, were 
difpofed roentertain every thing that might 
lead mens Devotions into other Channells, and 
toaconduét different fromthat preferibed by 
Friers and fefzites, Some perhaps had under- 
ftandings good enough to fee the neceflity 
of correéting many things in their Wor- 
fhip, which yet they durtt not attack as 
fimply unlawful: fo that it might appear 
more fafe to expofe thefe things tothe Con- 
tempt of the World ; by pretending to raife 
men far above them:and thus they might have 
hoped to have Introduced a Reformation of 
many Abufes without feeming todoit. Ja 
fine, {ome who feemed to enter into this mat- 
ter, werementhatafpiredto fame, and ho- 
ed by this means to raife a Name to them- 
{elves ; and to havea Party that fhould depend 
uponthem: forin fuch great numbers as {ec- 
med to imbark in this defign, it 1s not to be 
imagined that all were acted by the fame. mo- 
tives, and that every man had as good Inten- 
tions as it is probable -Molimos himielt 

had. | 
_ Inthe year 1675. his Book, was firft pu- 
blithed withfive Approbations before it. One 
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of thefe was by the Archbishop of Rheg gi ; 
another wasby the General of the Francifeans, 
who waslikewife one of the Qualificators of 
the Juguifeion : another was by Fa. Adartin de 
Efparfaa jetuit, that had been Divinity Pro- 
feffor bothat Salamaneaand at Rome; and was 
at that time a Qualificator of the Inquifition. 
Asforthe reft, I refer you to the Book it felf. 
The Book was no fooner printed, than it was 
much readand highly efteemed both in Italy 
and Spain. It wasconfidered as a Book writ 
with much Clearnefs and great fimplicity; and 
this foraifed the Reputation of the Author, 
that his Acquaintance came to be generally 
much defired: thofe who were in the greateit 
credit in Rome, feemed to value themfelves 
upon his friendfhip. Zetters were writ to 
him'from all places; fo that acorrefpondence 
was fetled between him and thofe whoappro- 
ved of his method in many different places of 
Europe. Some fecular Priefs both at Rome 
and Naples declared themfelves openly for it : 
and confulted him asa fort ofan Oracle upon 
many occafions. But thofe who joyned them- 
felves tohim withthe greateft Heartinefs and 
Sincerity, were fomeot the Fathers of the Ora- 
tory, in particular three of the moft Eminent 
ofthen), who were all advanced at ‘the laft 
romotion ot Cardinals ,Coloredt, Ciceri, but 
above all Petréccz', who was accounted his 
Limothy. Tviacsy Of the (ardinals were alfo 
ob- 
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obferved to court his Acquaintance: and they 
thought it no {mall Honour to be reckoned. in 
the number of AZo/inos’s Friends. Such were 
Caffanata Azolin: and Carpegna ; but above 
all Card. @’Eftrees. ‘The laft you muft needs 
know, isaman of great Learning-he was Am- 
bitious to be. thought a Reformer of fome of 
thofe Abufes, which areamong them ,, that 
are Loo grofs to pafs upon aman ofhis freedom 
of fpirit; who had been bred up inthe Sorbon,, 
and had converfed much with Mr. de Launay. 
He therefore feemed the moft zealous of all 
others to advance Afolsnos's Defign: fo that he 
enteredintoa very clofe commerce with him. 
They were oft and long together: and not- 
withftanding all the diltrult that a Spanvard 
has naturally of a Freuchman., .and-thatall 
men have of one another, who have lived long 
at Rome, yet A4olinos, who was fincere and 
plain-hearted,opened himfelf without referye 
tothe Cardinal: and by his means a Corre- 
fpondence was fetled between. Adolines and 
fome in France: for thothe foirits of thofe or 
that Nation gogenerally too quick for a, way 
of Devotion, that was ferled and fulent, yer 
fome were ftrongly Inclined to faveur it even 
there. Perhaps it might.be confidered as a 
method more like to gain upon Proteftants , 
and to facilitate the Defign of the Re-zzzon, 
that was fo long talked of there. Ali thetfe 
things concurred to raife AZolinos’s Cha- 
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racter, and to render his perfon fo confidera- 
ble. When the Popethat now reigns, was ad- 
vanced to the Throne, which was, youknow, 
in the year 1676. that he took moft particular 
notice ofhim: and made it Vifibly apparent, 
that even in all thar Exaltation, he thought 
it might contribute to raife his Charaéter, if 
he were confidered as afriend of Molinos’s and 
an Encourager of his Defign: For he lodged 
himinan Appartment of the Palace; and put 
many fingular Marks of his Eteem on him. 
This made him become ftill the more Con- 
fpicuous, when he had the advantage of Fa- 
vour joyned to his other Qualities: tho he nei- 
ther feemed to be fond of it, nor litted up with 
it. HisConverfation wasmuchdefired ; and 
many Prieffs came not only to form them- 
felves according tohis Adethod , but to difpofe 
all their Penetents tofollow it: andit grew 
to befomuch in vogue in ‘Rome , that all the 
Nuns, exceptthofe who had: 7e/uites to their 
Confeffors began to lay afide their Rofaries,and 
other Devotions, and to give them{felves much 
to the practice of Mental prayer, This way had 
more Credit given to it by the tranflation of a 
French Book, that was writ upon the fame 
fubject, which Cardinal d’Effrees ordered to 
be made. It was writ inthe form ofa Dialogue, 
and was printed in France inthe year 1669. by 
the Approbation of fome of the Doéttors of 
the Soréoz, Iamable to give you no other ac- 
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count of the Author, but that in the Ltazan 
Tranflation he is called Francis MMallevalla, 
ablind Clergy-man, ‘The Book being chiefly 
formed upon the model of S. Terefe, the 
Tranflation of it was dedicated to the Difcal- 
ciate Carmelites of her Order. ‘This did not 
contribute a little tor raifing the credit’ of 
Molinos’s Method, finceit appeared to be ap- 
proved both in faly, France and Spain. At 
the fametime Fa. Petrucci writ agreat many 
Letters and Treatifes relating, to a Contempla- 
tive State : yet he mixed in many. of them, 
fo many Rules relating to the Devotions of 
the Quire, that there was lefs oecafion given 
for ceniurein his Writings: They area little 
too tedious 3 but they were writ chiefly for 
Nuns andothers, that perhaps could nothave 
apprehended his meaning aright , if he had 
exprefled himfelf inaclofer ftile, and in fewer 
words. Boththe fefzres and the Domintcans 
began to be alarmed at the progrels of Quie- 
ti{m: they faw clearly , that their trade was 
in a decay, and mutt decay {till more and 
more, if fome ftop was not put to. the pro- 
ore(s of this new.e Method : in order to this, 
is was neceflary to decry the Azthors of it: 
and becaufe of all the Imputations in the 
world Here/y is that, which makes the grea 
tet Impreffion at Rome , Afolinos and his 
Followers were given out tobe Hereticks. It 
being alfo neceflary to faften a particular 
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Name to every. new Herefy, they branded 


_ this withthe Name of Quieti(m. Books were 
alfo writ by fome fefustes againtt «ALoknos 


and his Method; in which there appeared 
much of that Sournefs and Maligniry that is 
thotight to be peculiar to the Saciery ; they 


were alfo writ with their ufual candor and 


fincerity. One ot the Fathers Segueri took a 
more. dectrous Method to decry it. He be- 
gan his Book magnifying the Contemplative 
State highly , as Superiour to all others; 
and blaming thofe who had faid any thing 
that feemed todetra& from it: yer he corre- 
cted all this, by faying , that very few were 


» wapable of it and that none oucht to retend to 
> Sf P 


tty but thofe who were called by Gad to {a [t- 
biime a State: andby this he feemed only to 
cenfure the. Indifcretion of thofe Spiritual 
Guides, who propofed this way. of Devotion 
to.all perfons, without diftinction., He alfo 
believed, that fuch as were at fome times 
called to.it, could not remain long in fo high 
a {taté, to which God called menrather for 
{ome happy Minutes, than for a.longer con- 
tinuance: therefore he thought thar{uch per- 
ions as were raifed to it, ought nor to fancy 


_ that they were now got fo faraboveall their 


former helps, as never toneed them any more; 
fo he propofed to. them the accultoming 
themfelves {till to AZedstation, and tofupport 
themfelves by that when they could not 
60n~ 
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contemplate. He cenfured feverely fome of 
Mokinos’s expreflions, fuch as that, He who 
had God, had Chrif; asif this were an aban- 
doning ot Chrifts Humanity: healfo infitted 
much on that ot a fixed. looking on God, and 
the fulpending of all the Powers of the Soul: 
but that on which he infifted moft, was 
that Adolinos (whom he never famed, ‘tho 
he cited his Words, and defcribed him very 
plainly) made the Quiet of Contemplation to 
be a State to which aman could raife him- 
felf ; whereas he maintains, that in this Quiet 
the Soul is paffive, andas it werein a rapture ; 
and that fhe could notraife her felf to ic, but 
thar it was an Immediat and Extraordinary 
Favour, which was only to. be expected 
from God, andwhich an humble mind could 
not fo much as ask of him. 

Thefe Difputes raifed fo much noife in 
Rome, that the Jngusfitzon took Wotice of the 
whole matter : 4dZolinos and his Book, and 
F. Petruccis Treatifes and Letters, were 
brought wader a fecond and feverer Exami- 
nation ; andhere the 7ef/aztes were confidered 
as the Accufers. It is true, one of the So- 
ciety, as was formerly told, had approved 


» Molimos’s Book ; but they took care that he 


fhould benomore feenat Rome: for he was 
jent away, and itis not known whether , itis 
generally beheved that he is {hut up within 
four Walls; but what truth foeyermay bein 
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that, he is no more vifible, fo careful are 
they to have all their Order {peak the fame 
Language; andif any fpeakina different ftile 
from the reft, they atleaft take care that he 
fhall {peak nomore; yetin this Examen that 
was made, both Afolinos and Petruccs jufti- 
fied themfelves fo well, that their Books 


were again approved , and the Anfwers 


which the Jefa:tes had writ, were cenfured 
as{candalous: and in this matter Petrucci be- 
haved himfelf fo fignally well, that it raifed 
not only the Credit of the Caufe, but his 
own Reputation fo much, that foon after 
he was made Béshop of Je/fi, which was a 
new Declaration that the Pope made in their 
Favours: their Books were now more efteemed 
than ever, their Method was more followed, 
and the Novelty of it, the oppofition made to 
it, bya Sociery that has rendred it felf odious 
ro all the World, and the new Approbation 
rhat was given to it after fo vigorous an Ac- 
cufation, did all contributeto raife the Cre- 
dit and to encreafe the Numbers of the Party. 
F. Petrucci’s behaviour in his Bahoprick, 
contributed to, raife his Reputation full 
higher, fo that his Enemy’s were willing to 
give him no more Diflurbance ; and indeed 
there was lefs occafion given for Cenfure by 
his Writings, than by AZolino’s little Book; 
whofe fuccin@tnefs made that fome Paflages 
were not fo fully nor fo cautioufly Bk 
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but that there was room for making Excep- 
tions to them: on the other hand, Petrzccs 
was rather exceffively tedious, fo that he had 
fo fully explained himfelf, that he very eafily 
cleared fome fmall difficultiesthat were made 
upon fome of his Letters: In fhort, every body 
was that thought either fincerely devout, 
or that at leaft aftected the Reputation ot it, 
came to be reckoned among the Quzetifts: 
and if thefe perfons were obferved to become 
more {trict in their Lives, more retired and 
{erious in their mental Devotions, yet there 
appeared lefs Zeal in their whole deportment 
as to the exteriour parts of the Religron of 
that Church. They were not fo affiduous. at 
Majs, norfo earneft to procure Maffes to be 
faid for their Friends: nor were they fo fre- 
quently either at Confeffion or in Proceffions: 
fo that the Trade of thofe that live by thefe 
things was fenfibly funk: and tho the new 
Approbation that was given to Molinos’ 
Book by the Jnquzfitvon {topt the Mouths of 
his Enemies, fo that they could nq more 
complain of it, yet they did not ceafe to 
{catter about Surmifes of all that fort of men, 
as of a (abale, that would have dangerous 
confequences; they remembred the ftory of 
the Mlluminated Aden of Spain, and {aid, here 
wasa Spawn of the fame Sect: theyinfinuated, 
that they had ill Defigns, and profound Se. 
crets among them; that thefe were in their 
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Hearts Enemies tothe Chriftian Religion; and 
that under a pretence of raifing men to a 
moft fublime ftrain of Devotion, they in- 
tended to wear out of their minds the fenfe of 
the Deathand Sacrifice of Chrift, andof the 
other Myfteries of Chrifiianity: and becaufe 
Molinos was by his birth a gSpaniard, it has 
been given out of late , chat perhaps he was 
def{cended of a 7ewuh or Mahometan Race, 
and that he might carry inhis Blood., orin his 
firft Education , fome Seeds ofthofe Relzgsous, 
which he has fince cultivated, with no lefs 
Artthan Zeal: yet this laft Calumny has gai- 
ned but little Credit at Rome; tho.1t is faid,. 
that an Order has been fent to examine the 
Regitters of the Baptifm, in the place of his 
Birth, to fee if his Name is to, be found 1n it 
ornor. 7.) 

Thus he faw himfelf attacked with great 
vigour, and with an unrelenting Malice. He 
took as much care as was poflible to prevent, 
or to thake off thefe Imputations ; for he 
writ a°Treatife, of frequent and dayly Com- 
munition, which was likewife. approved by 
fomie of the moft learned of the Regulars at 
Rome, among whom one is AZartinez a fe- 
fuite, the Senior Divinity Reader intheir Col- 
iéd@e at Rome. This was printed with hus. 
Spiritual Guide, inthe year 1675. and in the 
Preface he protetts, that he had not writ it 
with any defign to engage himfelf into mat- 
ters. 
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ters of Controverfy, but that it was drawn 
from him, by the moft earneft Solicitations 
of fome Zealous Perfons. In it he prefleda 
daily Communion, by a vaft number of Paf- 
fages that he cited both out of the Ancient Fa- 
thers, and the Schoolmen; yet he qualified 
this and all his other directions in the matters 
of Dewotion by that which he conftantly re- 
peats, which is the neceflity of being con- 
ducted in all things by a Spiritual Guide: whe- 
ther he intended to foften the averfion that 
the 7efnites had to him, by refuting fome 
parts of Mr. Arnaud’s famous Book of Fre- 
quent Communion or not, Icannot tell, but 
in this Difcourfe he anfwers fome of the Ob- 
jections that Mr. Arnaud had made to Fre- 
guent Communion, and in particular, to that 
which he makes one main ground of reftrai- 
ning men from: it,-which was the obliging 
them to gothro with their Penitence and Mor- 
tifications, before they were admitted to the 
Sacrament ; whereas Molinos makes thé 
being free of Mortal Sin, the only neceflary 
qualification. In this Difcourfe one fees more 
ofa heated Eloquence, than/of fevere or fo- 
lid Reafoning.: yet it prefics the point of 
datly Communion, and ot an inward: applica- 
tion of Sowl to Iefus (hrift, and to hw Death, 
fo vehemently, that ic might havebeen ho- 
ped that this thould have put an end tothofe 
Surmifes, that had been thrown out to de- 
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fame him ;: as if he had defigned to lay afide 
the Humanity of our Saviour, by his way 
of Devotion: but there is no cure for Jea- 
louly ; efpecially when Malice and Intereft 
areat bottom : fo new matter was found for 
cenfure in this Difcourfe. He had afferted, 
that there was no other Preparation neceflary, 
but tobe free of AZortal Sin: {fo itwas given 
out, that he intended tolay afide Confeffion: 
and tho he had advifed the ufe of a Spiritual 
Guide, inthis, as wellas in all other things ; 
yet the neceflity of Confeffion betore Commu- 
nion, wasnot exprefled: fothat by this peo- 
ple feemed to be fet at Liberty from that Obli- 
gation: andit wasiaid, that what he advifed 
with relation to a Spiritual Guide ;lookt ra- 
ther like the taking fome general Directions 
and Council from ones Prtef,, than the co- 
ming alwayes.to him as the «Miniffer of the 
Sacrament of Pennance before every Com- 
munion ; and to fupport this Imputation, it 
was faid, that all of that Cabale had fet 
down this tora Rule, by which they con- 
duéted their Penitents, thatthey might come 
to the Sacrament, when they found themfelves 
out ofthe ftate of Afortal fin , without going 
at every timeto Confeffion; butI will not in- 
large further upon the matters of Doétrine or 
Devotion, in which you may think that I 
have dwelt too long, for a man of my Bree- 
ding and Profeffion : and I fhould think fe 
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my felf, iff were not confining my felf ex- 
aétly to the Memorials and Informations that 
L received at Rome. You will fee by the 4r- 
ticles objected to the Quierifts, and cenfured 
by one of the Jnquifition, which I fend you 
with this Letter, what are all the other 
points that are laid to their charge. Only I 
muft advertife you of one thing, that their 
Friends at Rome fay, that a great many of 
thefe Articles are only the Calumnies of their 
Enemies, and that they are difowned by 
them: but that they have faftned thefethings 
on them, to render them odious, and to 
make them fuffer with the lefs Pitty: which 
is the putting in practice the fame Maximes 
which we object to their Predeceflors, who 
condemned the Waldenfesand Albigenfes of a 
ereat many Errors of which they alwayes 
protefted themfelves Innocent: yet the Ac- 
cufing them of thofe horrid Opinions and 
Practices, prevailed upon the Simplicity and 
Credulity of the Age, toanimate them with 
all the Degrees of Rage again{fta Sect ofmen, 
that were fet forth as Monfters : the fame 
Maximes and Politicks are ftillimputed, and 
perhaps not without reafon to that fevere 
Court, which if you believe many has as 
little regard to Juftice as it has to Mercy. 
Some have carried their Jealoufies fo far a- 
gainft the Quiets/?s, as to compare their 
Maxims to thofe of Secrates his School, and 
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his Followers after his death, when they faw 
what his Freedom in {peaking openly againft 
the eftablitht Religéon had coit him: thev re- 
folved to comply with the received Culftoms 
in their exteriour, and not to communicate 
their Philofophy to the Vulgar; nor evento 
their Difciples, till they had prepared them 
welltoit, by training them long inthe pre- 
cepts of Vertue, which they called the Par- 
gative State: and when men were well tried 
and exercifed in this, then they communicated 
to them their fublimer Secrets : the meaning 
of all which was, in fhort, that chey would 
not difcover their Opinions io thofe points 
that were contrary to the received Religion, 
and to the publick Rstes to any , but to thofe 
of whom they were well aflured, that they 
would not betray them : and therefore they 
fatisfied themielves with having trueand juft 
notions of things; but they practifed out- 
wardly asthe Rabble did. They thought it 
was no great matter what Opinions were en- 
tertained by them, and thatnone but men of 
Noble and elevated Tempers deferved that 
fach fublime’Truths fhould be comraunicated 
tothem, andthat the herd ot the Yzlgarnei- 
ther were worthy ner capable of ‘Truths 
whichis toopure and too high athing for fuch 
mean and bafe minds, The Afhaity of the 
matter makes me remember a: converfation 
that I once had with one of the witneft 
Clergy - 
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Clergy-men of France, who, is likewife eftec- 
ined one of the Learned/t Menin it ; He faid, 
TheWorld could not bear a Religion calculatéd 
only for Philofophers: The people did not know 
whatit wastothink.and to govern themfelves by 
the Impreffions that abftrailed th oughts made on 
their minds: they muft have outward things to 
firike upon their fenfes and Imaginations, toa~ 
mufe, torerrify andtoexcite them: fo legends; 
dreadful {tories and a pompous Worthip were 
necefjary to make the Impreffions of Religion ge 
deep into [uch courfe fouls: for a Lancet, {aid 
he, can open avein, but an Axe muff fell 
downaTree; {oheconcluded , thatthe Retor- 
mation had reduced the Chriftian Religion to 
fuchfevereterms, that among ustt was only a 
Religion for Philofophers: andfince few were 
capable of that ftrength of thought: he conclu- 
ded , that ifthe Church of Rome had perhaps 
too much of this exteriour pomp, thofe of the Re 
formation had ftript it toomuch, and had not 
leftenough of garnishing , and of the bells and 
)) feathers for amufing the rable. The {peculation 
{cems pretty enough, if Religion were to be 
confidered only as a contrivance ofours, tobe 
fitted by us to the tempers.and humours of 
People andnotas a Body of Divine Truths , 
that are conveyed to us from heaven. 
Thus was. Molinos’s method cenfured or 
|) approved in Rome, according tothe different 
| Apprehenfions and Interefts of thofe thar 
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made Reflections upon it. Butthe 7e/uites fins 
ding they were not fo omnipotent in this Pon- 
tificate, as they have been formerly , refolved 
to carry their point another way. I need not 
tell you how greatan Afcendant F. la Chaife. 
has gained over that Afonarch , that has been 
folong the terrour of Europe: and how much 
allthe Order isnow inthe Interefts of France. 
The Zeal with which that King has been extir- 
pating Here/y , Furnishes them with abun- 
dance of matter for high Panegyricks;fince that 
which inthe opinion of many will pafs down 
to pofterity , for the lafting reproach of a 
Reign, which inits former parts has feemed 
to approach even to Anguftus's Glory, but 
has received in thisaftain , which with Indif- 
ferent men pafles for a blind, poor-fpirited and 
furious Bigortry, andis reprefented by Prote- 
flantsas acomplication ofas much Treachery 
and Cruelty as the World ever faw 5 yet 
among the bigots it is fetforth as the brighteft 
fide of that Glorious Reign:and thereforeit has 
been often cited by them with relation to the 
cold correfpondence that is obferved to be be- 
tween the Courts of Rome,and thatatVerfailles, 
that nothing was more Incongruous 5 than to 
{eethe Head of the Church difpute fo obfti- 
natly withits Eldef? fon fucha trifle,as the mat- 
ter ofthe Regale, and that with fo mueh ea- 
gernefs; and that he fhew’d fo little regard 
to fo great a Monareh, that feemed to en. 
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ailhis own Juterefts tothote of his Religton : 
Itis believed, that the 7efwits at Reme , propo- 
ied the matter of AZolinos to F. la Chaifeyasa fit 
reproach tobe madetothe Pope, inthat Kings 
name, that while he himfelt was Imploying 
all poflible means to extirpate Herefy out of his 
Dominions. The Pope wascherithing it in his 
own Palace: and that while the Pope.preten- 
ded to fuchan unyielding Zeal for the Rights 
ofthe (harch , he was entertaining a perfon 
who was corrupting the dofrzne, or at leaft 
the devotion, ofthat Bedy, of which he had 
the honourtobe the Head. But here I muft 
add a thing which comes very uneafily from 
me, andyetIcannotkeep my word to you, 
of giving you a faithful account of all that I 
could learn of this matter at Rome, without 
mentioning it. Ido not pretend to affirm it 
istrue,; forlonly tell you whatis believed at 
Rome, and not what | believe my {elf , nor 
what I would have you to believe; for I: know 
you have fo high an efteem of Cardinal d’£+ 
Jérees, that you willnot eafily believe any thing 
thatis to his Difadvantage- It is then faid, 
that be beingcommanded by the Orders that 
werefent him from the (ort of France, to 
protecure Adolinos with all poflable vigour,re- 
folved tofacrifice his old Friend, and all that 
is facred in Fréendship, to the Paffion he has for 
His Matters Glory; finding then that there 
Was not matter enough for an Accufation 
| C 2 * again 
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againft Moliuos, herefolved to fupply that 
defeé&t himfelf; fo that he, who was ence as 
deep as any manialive inthe whole Secret of 
this Affair, wentand Informed the Znguz/ition 
ofmany particulars 5 for which tho there was 
no other evidence but his Teftimony ; yet that 
was {ufficient to raife a great Storm againit 
\Wolinos; and upon this delation, he and a 
few others ofhistriends were put im the Jnqur- 
fition, but this wasmanagedj{o fecretly, that 
allthat is pretended to be known concerning 
it, is that upona new Profecution both 40- 
linos and Petrucci were brought before the 
Ingnifition in 168 4.Petrucct was {oon abfolved; 
for there was folittle objeéted to him, and he 
anfwered that with fo much Judgement and 
‘Temper, . that he was quickly difmiffed ; and 
tho Molinos’s matter was longer in agitation; 
yet is was generally expécted that he fhould 
have been acquitted. In conclafion; a Corres 
fpondence held by himall Exrope‘over, was 
objected to him: bur that could be no Crime, 


unlefs the matter of that Correfpondence ° 


was Criminal : fome fuf{pitions papers were 
found inhis Chamber, but as he himfelf ex- 
plained them, nothing could be made out of 
them, till Cardinal @’£ frees delivered a Lez- 
ter anda Mefage trom the King of France to 
the Pope, as was formerly mentioned: and 
that the Cardinaladded , that he himfelfcould 
prove againft Adolnos , more than was ne+ 
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ceffary tofhew that he was guilty of Herefy. 
The Popefaidnota word tothis., but left the 
matter to the Jnguifitors; andthe Cardinal 
went tothem , andgave other fenfes of thofé 
doubtful Pafiages, that were in JZolinos’s 
Books and Papers, and pretended that heknew 
from himfelf, what his true Meaning in them 
was. The Cardinal owned, that he had lived 
with him inthe Appearances of Friendfhip : 
buthe faid, he had early fmelled out an ill de= 
defign inall that matter; that he faw of what 
dangerousconfequence it wasliketo be; but 
yet, that he might fully difcover what was: at 
the bottom ofit; he confefled , hefeemed to 
aflent to feveral things, which he detefted; 
and that by this means he {aw into their fecret, 
and knew all the fteps they made, he ftillcaus 
tioufly obferving all that paftamong them till 
it fhould be neceflary for him to.difcover and 
crufh this Gabal. I need. not tell you. how 
{everely this is cenfured, by thofe who be- 
liveit,.. | would rather hope, that it is not 
true, how pofitively foever it may be afiir- 
medat Rome; butthoitis hard to reconcile 
fuch a way.of proceeding with the common 
rules ofhuman Society and of Vertue, yet at 
Romea Zealfor the Faith, andagainft Herefe, 
fuperfedesall the Bonds of Morality or Hlu- 
gainty ,whichare only the commonF/ertmes of 
Heathens, err | 
 Infhort, “what truth foever-may be in this 
cee ted ig 
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particular, relating to the Cardinal, it is cer- 
tain that AZo/inos was clapt up by the Ingnifi- 
tionin May 1685. and foanend was put toall 
Difcourfes relating to him: andintthis filence 
thebulinefs of the Oxzeti/ts was laid to fleep , 
rillthe ninth of February 1687.that ofa fudden 
it broke outagain in a much more -‘furprifing 
manner.) Ned a 
The Count Vefpiniani and his Zady,. Don 
Paulo Rocchi, Conteffor to the Prince Borg- 
hefe, and fome of ‘his family, with feveral 
others, inall 70 perfons,were claptup.Among 
whom many were highly efteemed: both for. 
their Learning & Piety. The things laid to the 
charge of the(urchmen were theirneglecting 
to fay their Breviary; and forthe reit, they 
were accufed for their going to Communzon 
without a going at every time firft to Confe/- 
fron: andinaword, it was faid, that they ne- 
elected all the exterior parts oftheir Religion , 
and save themfelves up wholly to Solitude and 
inward Prayer. he Countefle Ve/pineantmade 
agreat noileof this matter; torihe faid, fhe 
had never revealed her A4ethod of Devotion to 
any Mortal, but to her Confeffor, and fo it 
was not poflible that it could come to their 
knowledge any other way , but by his be- 
traying that Secret: andthe faid, it was time 


for peopleto give over going to Confeffion, if 


Priefts made this ufeof it, to difcover thofe 
who trufted their/ecrere?t Thoughts to them 5 
7 and 
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and therefore the faid, that in all time coming, 
(he wouldmake her Confeffions only to God. 
This had got vent, and I heard it generally 
talkedupand down Kome: fo the Lnguifitors 
thought it more fitting to difmifs Herand her 
Hufband, than to giveany occafionto leffen 
the credit of Confeffion; they were therefore 
let out of prifan, but they were bound to ap= 
pear whenfoeverthey fhould be called upon, 
I cannot exprefs to you, the Confternation 
that appeared both in Romeandin many other 
parts of /zaly, when in 4 months time about 200 
perfons were put in the Inguifition : and that 
allofthe fudden, a Aéethod of Devotion, that 
had paffed up and down Italy for the highett 
Elevation to which mortals couldafpire, was 
found to be Aeretical , and that,the chief 
promoters of it were fhut up in pré[av. 
But the moft furprifing part of the whole 


ftory,was,that the Popehimfelfcame tobe fuf- | 


pected as a favourer of this new Here/y : {o 
that on the 13th. of February fome were de- 
puted by the Cowrt of the Inguifition. to exXa- 
minhim, not in the quality of Chrifs Vicar, 
or St. Petersfucceffor , butinthe fingle quality 
of Benedick Odefcalchi: what pafled in that 
Audience, wastoo great a Secret for me to be 
able to penetrate into it: but upon this there 
were many and itrange Difcourfes up and. 
down Rome : & while we Hereticks were upon 
shat asking, where was the Popes In fallibilst y 

| C 4 
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Iremember a very pretty Anfwer that. was 
mademe. They faid, the Popes Infallibility 
did not flow trom any thing that was Perfonal 
in him’, butfrom the care that Chrift had of 
his Church: fora Pope, faid one, may be 4 
fleretick ashe is a private’ man: but Chrift, 
who faidto St. Peter, feed my sheep , willcer- 
tainly fo order matters that the Pope fhall never 
decree Here/y , and by confequence fhall never 


givethe flock Poy/on inftead of the Bread-of | 


Life; while the Popes Herefy was only a perfo- 
nal thing,’ it could have no other effect but to 
damn himfelf: but if hedecreed Herefy, this 
corrupted the whole Church :and fince Chrift 
hadcommitted all the fock to the. Popes care, 
it ought tobe believed, that he would never 
{uffer them to pronounce Herefy ex Cathedra 
as they call it.’ Thishad fome colour in it, 
that was plaufible: but the fhiftof which ano- 
ther ferved himfelf, feemed Intolerable. He 
{aid , the Pope could never decree:Here/y: for 
which he argued thus:he muftbe aHeretickbe- 
fore he can decree it; and upon that he gave me 
many Authorities to prove, that inthe minute 
that the Pope became a Heretick, he fell epfo 
facto trom his Dignity; andtherefore he faid , 
the Pepe could not decree Herefy; for he mutt 
have fallenfrom his Chair, and have forfeited 
his Authority, before he could poffibly doit : 


fo thathe was no more Pope. This lookt fo |) 


like a Juggle of the Schools, that Iconfefs it 
et pay? made 
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made no great Impreflion on me. Imaging 
whatathing it would be,to feea King accufed 
of Treafonby one of hisown Courts; and then 
you have fancied fomewhat that comes near 
thisattempt of the Inquifition’s : which being 
aCourtauthorifed by the Pope, yet had the 
Boldnefsto examin himfelf: and it had cer- 
tainly been an add piece of News, if upon the 
Popes An{wers , the Jngui/ition had {tained him 
with the Imputation of Herefy,and had lodged 
himin the Minerva. Upon the difcourfe to 
which this gave occafion, I have heard the 
Authority ofthe Court of Jnquifition magnified 
to’ fo Extravagant a.degree, that fome have 
aflerted, it was in fome refpects [uperiour 
even tothe Pope himfelf. Two days atter 
that, the Inguzfitton fent aCircular Lerter to 
Card. Cibo, asthe chief A4iniffer , to be fent 
by himallabout Jtaly, of which I fend you a 
Copy in /aan: for tho it ought to havebeen 
writ in Latin, yet 1 do not know how it 
came to be writ in Ztalian: forthe writing it 
in the Vulgar language , was cenfured not 
only as anIndecent thing, butasthat which 
made the matter more publick; it was ad- 
dreffied to all Prelats; and it warns them, 
that wheras many Schools and Fraternities 
were formed in {everal parts of Jtaly, in which 
fome perfons, under,a pretence of leading 
people into the Wayes of the Spirit, andtothe 
prayer of gusetnef, they inftilled in them many 
| «al lin abo: 
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abominable Herefies;therefore a ftricte charge 
was given to diflolve all thefe Socsetses: and 
to oblige all the Spéritual Guides to tread in 
the known Paths: and in particular, to take 
care,that nene of thatfort fhouldbe fuffered to. 
have the Direction of the Nannertes , Order 
was likewifegiven to proceedin the way of 
Juftice againft thofe who fhould be found 
guilty of thefe abominable Errors. After this 
a trict enquiry was made into all the 2Vunne- 
ries ofRome; formott of their Direéiors and 
Confeffours were found tobe engaged into this 
new Merhod. Itwas found that the Carmelites, 
the Vans of the Conception, of the Paleftrina, 
and Albano, were wholly given up to Prayer 
and Contemplation , and that inftead of their 
Beads, and their Hours , and theother Devo- 
tiens to Saints, or Images, they were much 
alone, and oft in the Exercife of Mental. 
Prayer:and when they were asked, why they 
had laid afidethe ufe oftheir Beads, and their 
antient Forms; their Anfwer was, that their 
Direforshad advifed them, to wean theme 
{elves from thefe things, as being but Rude 
Beginnings, and Hindrances to their further 
progrefs: they juftifed alfo their PraGtice 
from thofe Books that hadbeen lately publi- 
fhed by the approbation of the Inquifitors. 
themfelves, fuch as Afolines and Petrucez’s 
Books. Whenreport was made of this mat- 


ter to the Inquifition they fentOrders to take 
out 
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out of the Wns hands all thofe Bozks., and 
juch Forms of Devotion as were. written in 
that {train ; and they required them to return 
again tothe ufe of their Beads , and their other 
abandoned Forms, which wasno fmallmorti- 
ficationtothem. The Circular Letter pro- 
duced no great effects ; for moft of the Zalzan 
Bishops were either extream unconcerned in 
all thofe matters,or wereInclined to Molinas’s 
Method: and whereas it was Intended, that 
this as wellasall the other Orders that come 
from the Juquifition , fhouldhe kept fecret, 
yet itgotabroad , and (opies of it were in all 
peoples hands, fo that this gave the Romans 
the more occafion to difcourfe of thefe mat- 
ters, which troubled the Jngusftors ex- 
treamly, who love not to have the World 
look into their Proceedings, nor to defcant 
upon them: they blamed Card. (0, as if 
this matter was grown fo publick by his means: 
but he onthe other hand blamed the /vguz/*- 
tors for it, and his Secretary blamed both. 
Irwas alfofaid, thatthe Pope was not. plea= 
fed with Card. Cibo’s condu@, and that he 
thought he had fuffered this matter to go too 
far, without giving a check to the Jnqui/- 
tors, when it might have been more cafily 
done ; wheras now matters are gone to 
that height, that many think they cannot 
end without: ‘fome very great Scandal. 
For the Quehity of the Prifoners 1s confiderable; 

; fome 
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fome of Cardinal Petrucci’s Domefticks, and 
both his Secretary and his Nephew were of: 
the Number; and tho the Cardinal, himfelt; 
came to Rome foon after, yet he was there 
for fometime dncognito. Itis generally belie- 
ved, that both he and the Cardinal Caraff4, 
- and Cardinal Cicert, who is Bifhop of Como, 
dre in great apprehenfions of .a ftorm from 
the Inquifition: and the Ceremony of giving 
them their Hats being fo long delayed, was 
generally afcribed to fome complaints that 
it feems the Jequiftors made 5 yetin Conclu- 
fion they appeared in Px4/ick , and had there 
Hats given them, The Duke of Cert, Don 
} Livio , that isthe Popes Nephew , is believed 
s# tobe deéply engaged in the matter: for the 
Count Vefpiniant , who was firfk feiled on, is 
his particular F riend and Favorite : and isa 
fort of a Domettick of his. Don Lzvio him- 
felf is likewife a perfon of a Melancholy 
Temper , that is much retired; and. thisat 
prefent is enough to make a man pafs there 
for a Qvietif?.. He went trom Rome to a 
Houfe he has ‘not far from Civisavecchia, to 
avoid, as was thought, the falling into the 
hands of the Zaguiftors. The Pope writ oft 
for him, before he could prevail, with him 
ro return; and it was faid, that he did not 
think himfelf.fecure even after.all the Affu~ 
rances that the Pope gavehim, that no harm 
fhould come to him; for it might be juftly 
~ enough 
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énough apprehended , that the Jnqusftors, 
who had been fo hardy as to examin the 
Pope, would make no Ceremony, with his 
Nephew , if they found matter againft him. 

But among all that were clapt up, Father 
Appiant was the man that furprifed. the Ro- 
mans the moft: he was feifed on the firft Sun- 
day of April; he wasefteemed the learnedeft 
and Eminenteft 7e/uite that was in the whole 
Roman Colledge. 'Thisdid not a little morti- 
fie the Society ; one of their Fathers had 
approved of Molines’s Book; and now ano- 
ther was found -tobe engaged in this matter: 
upon which a Prief?, that was indeed no 
Friend to their Order, faid tome, that thi 
was their true Genius, to have men among them 
of all fides ; that fo which fide foever pre- 
vailed, they might have fome among them, 
that fhould have a confiderable fhare in the 
Honour of the Victorious. And thusit AZo- 
linos’s Method had been eftablifhed , then 
they: would have gloried as muchin Efparza 
and Appiani, as they are now afhamed of 
them. Itis likely thatthey had notdifeovered 
Appiani’s favouring the party , otherwife no 
doubt they had been before-hand with the 
Inquifition, andhad {hut him up as they did 
Efparza; and fo have covered themfelves 
from the reproach of having a man that-fa« 
voured Here/y among them. But the Con- 
fidence of that Seccety is an Original; and rt 
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I have this occafion to mention them, Twill 
here digrefs a little from the bufinefs of 
Quietifm, togiveyou account offomeot their 
Practices at Rome, with relation to English 
Affairs, with which I was made acquainted 
during my flay there. 

There isa 7e/zit belonging to the English 
Houle; F. Cann, well known in England, by 
fome of his Writings, and in particular by 
one againft the Oath of Allegeance, in which 
he pleads for the Popes Power of depofing 
Princes; it {éems he was forry to feethat the 
Difcourfe which he had writ againft the ta- 
king that Oath, hadno better efteét, and that 
the Papifts generally took it : fo he refolved 
to carry this matter further, therefore tho 


he had no other Character but that of a Fa. 


ther ot the Society; he propofed at Rgmé, that 
a formal Oath, abjuring the Oath of Alle- 
geance, fhould be taken by all whe had ta- 
ken the other; and that for all that fhould 
be received to be Students in that Houfe’, -in 
all time coming, they fhould be boundby an 
Oath never to {wear the Oath of Allegeance : 
fince he faid, a time mightcome, in which it 
fhould be neceffary for their Interefts, that 
they fhould be under no fuch tie to a Here+ 
tical Prince: But becaufe it was not fate for 
them to enjoin any new Oath, without an 
order from the Court of the Rota, according 
to the Forms there, it was neceflary to pre 
{ent 
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fenta Memorial for this: and that ought to 
come from the Protector of the Nation con- 
cerned: So he ought to have addreffed him- 
felf to Cardinal Howard; but the Cardinal's 
temper 5 and his principles, with relation to 
Civil Obedience, were fo well known, that 
F, Cann thought tocarry the bufinefs without 
his having any fhare in it. Yet he found him- 
felf miftaken; for the /zdges.of the Rotawere 
furprifed atthe Propofition, and gave notice 
of it to the Pope, who lookt upon itas a 
thing of very bad confequence: and askt 
Cardinal Howard, if it had been fet on by 
any direction from him; for it feems his Name 
was made ufe of, tho without his know- 
ledg. The Cardinal was furprifed at it , and 
highly refented the Impudence of F. Cann; 
He {ent a Complaint of it tothe Gemeral of 
the Society, who, to give the Card:nahfome 
content; gave Caun a Reprimand, and fent 
him out of Rome: But the Jefwstes carry a 
Grudge in their Hearts to the Cardinal for 
this, and other things: and this appeared 
very vifibly during the Earl of Caftlemain’s 
Embaflay: fortho he lodged for fome time in 
the Cardinals Palace, yet he gave himielfup 
fo intirely to the Conduct of the 7e/wires, 
that the Cardinal was quite {hut out of the 
Councils: and while Fa. Aforgan came at all 
hours to the Ambaffadexr, even in his night 
Gown and Shippers, which was thought 
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an unufual thing at Rome, where publick 
perfons live in an exactnefs of Ceremony: 
once the Cardinal was miade to wait in the 
Antichamber, while the Father was within 
entertaining the Ambaffadour in this lafy 
drefs ; who coming out in it, the Cardimal 
was fo provoked at this Indignity, that was 
donehim , aridat the Je/uztes Infolence, that 
he threatned to fling him down ftairs, if he 
ever prefumed to come within his Houfe a« 
gain in that Habit : and indeed, a Cardinal 
makes fo great a figure in Rome, thatfuch an 
ufage of him was thought a little Extraordi- 
nary, butthe Cardinals of fo milda temper, 
and the Jefzites are fo violent, as to be rec- 


_koned the Horns of the Beaft, that no won- 


der if 4 Sympathy of temper made the 
Ambaffador fall in more naturally with them. 
- But I will now return to the Qwer(s, 
from whom, the particular regardthat I hear 
to the Order of the Jefwres has diverted me 
fo long: . The Prifons of the Holy Office were 
full, and the Terrour of, this matter had 
ftruck fo many, that no body could guefs 
when or where it fhould ftop. Itisfaid, that 
the Inguifitours have found in fome of their 
F.xaminations, that they have to do with 
men that are learneder than themfelves: and 
that their Prifonersare fteady and refolute. Ir 
ig alfo faid, that their Friends abroad have ex- 
prefied a great concern for them, and for 
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the canfe of their Sufferings , and that many 
Letters have been writ to the Lnquifitors , 
wifhing them to confider well what they do 
to their Prifoners; and affuring them, that 
they will maintain their Interefts: and that 
they are ready to feal them with their Blood. 
It is certain, the Pope and Cardinal Cibo are 
much troubled, to fee that this matter is 
gone fo far, and is now fo much talked of, 
Cardinal Petruccs is ftill much in the Popes 
favour, and was f{uffered not long ago to 20 
vifit Molinos, with whom he hada long con- 
verfation all alone, but the fubject and the 
effects of itare not known: yet afevere Sen- 
tence’ is expected againit —Aolinos. Thole 
that {peak the mildeft, think he will be a 
Prifoner for lite: but a little time wil] fhew 
more thanI can prefume to tell you. Itisa 
terrible thing to have the whole body of the 
Regulars againft one, who according to the 
eftimate that is made at Rome, are about 
yocooo. Perfons, and of that number it j¢ 
faid the e/zites make 40000. In the City of 
Naples alone it is believed the Regulars and 
| other Ecclefiafticks amount to 24000. {0 it is 
very likely ; that when {uch Bodies, and 20+ 
linosare inthe ballance,Cajaphas’s Refolution 
may once more take place: Jr expedient that 
one man should die,rather than that thofe Nati. 
ons of ‘Regulars f(hould perwsh, ortheir Trade 
| and Profits belefsned. But to cometoan end, 
tae 
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the Juguifitors have prepared the world for any 
Judgments that they may pals in this matter, 
by ordering one of their number, to draw up 
a Cenfure of 1g. Articles , which he pretends 
to have colleéted out of the Writings and 
Dottrines of the Quietifts, and thus by repre- 
fenting them fo odioufly , they have as much 
as in them lies, prevented thote Compaflions 
which may perhaps bekindled by. the fufte- 
xings of thofe whom they may condemn as 
suilty of thofe cenfured Opinions. I have 
now given you all the Informations that I 
could pick up of this matter , with all poffli- 
ble fincerity 5 for I have reprefented this bu- 
finefs to you, juft as it was fet betore my felf; 
without making any Additionsto it, or inter- 
pofing my poor judgment in fuch a matter, 
which I leave to you, and to fuch as you are. 
Iconclude, referring you for a further light 
into this Affair to the Cenfure of the Jngus/i- 
zors ,whichI procured in Italian, for tho pro- 
bably itis written Originally in Latin, yet I 
could not get a Copy of the Latin Cenfure, 
and fo was forced to content my {elf with 
this that follows. It appears by it; how low 
the ftudy both of Dzvinity and of the Scrzp- 
sures is funk at Rome: fome few ftrictures 
willbe found on the Margin of the English 
Tranjlation of this Cenfur, which I have ad- 
ded, becaufe fome perhaps may defire to fee 
this, who do not underftand Ztaltan. i 
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THE 
CIRCULAR LETTER, 


That was fent about Italy, by the 
Order of the Inguifition. 


Em” e R™ Sige mio Off” 


* Sfendo venuto 4 notitia di quefta Sacra Con- 

~ gregatione, che in diverfi luoghid’Iralia fi vadi- 
no poco a poco erigendo, ,e forfe anche fi fiano 
€rette certe Scuole 6 Compagnie, Fratellanze, © 
Radunanze,:6con,altro nomi,:0 nelle Chiefe, 6 
nelli Oratorii, 5 in Cafe private a titolo.di Confe- 
renze Spirituali , 6fiano di fole Donne, 6 di {oli 
Fiuomini , 6 mifti, nelle quali alcuni direttori Spi- 
rituali inefperti della vera via dello Spirito calcata 
da Santi, e forfe anche malitiofi fotto titolo d’inftra- 
dare Panime per,.’Oratione, che chiamano la 
Ja Quiete, Odi pura Fede interna , 6 conaltri no- 
me, benche dal principio apparifca, che perfuadino 
maffime d’ifquifita perfettione , ad ogni modo da 
certi principii mal’ intefi , e peggio pratticati vanno 
infenfibilmente inftillando nella mente de femplici 
diverfi graviffimi errori, che poi abortifcono anco 
in aperte Erefie , & abominevoli laidezze con dif- 
Capito irreparabile di quelle anime, che per folo 
zelo diben fervire 4 Dio fi mettono in mano di fim: 
plice Direttori, come pur troppo é noto effer fequi- 
to in qualche luogho. Hanno percio quefti miei 
Em. Signori Colleghi Generali Inquifitori ftimaro 
D 2 Op- 
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opportuno di fignificare a V. E.con la preiente che 
ffi circolare 3jtutti gl! Ordinarii d’ltalia , accio fi 
compiaccia d’invigildre fopra qualfivoglia nuove 
adunanze fimili diverfe dalle gia pratticate & appro- 
vate ne luoghi Cattolici , ¢ trovandone de tali onni- 
nimente, le abolifca;ne permetta in avenire che 
3n modo alcuno ne vengano inftituite, infifta, 
chei DirettoriSpirituali caminino la ftrada battuta 
della pertettione Chriftiana, fenza affettare fingo- 
farita divie di Spirito, con avvertire fopra tutto, che 
neffuna perfona fofpetta di novita fimilis’ingerifca a 
diriggere ne in voce, nein {critto le monache ; accio 
chenon entri ne’ Monafterii quella pefte, che pur 
troppo potrebbe contaminare la fpiritual intentione 
di quefte Spofe del Signore, ll che tutto f ri- 
miette alla prudenza dell’ E. VY. con che pero non 
Sintenda con quelle provifionali, che ella fara per 
fare preclufa la via di procedere, anche per via di 
giuftitia: quando fi {copriffero in qualche perfona 
tali errori non efcufabili. In tanto fi va qui digeren- 
do la materia, per poter 2 fuo tempo auvertire il 
Chriftianefimo degli errorida evitarfi. Ele Bacio, 


xy. Febrari , £687. 
| | 
THE 
CIRCULAR LETTER, 


Put in English 


Moft Eminent, or Moft Reverend Lord: 


HIS Holy Congregation , having re- 
ceived Advertifement, that therearefome: 
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in divers places of /taly, that by little and 
little are erecting, or perhapsthat have'alreq- 
dy erected, {ome Schools , Companies, Frater. 
nities, or Affemblies, under fome other Dea 
nomination , either in Churches, Chappels, 
or in private Hozfes, under the pretence of 
Spiritual Conferences ; and thefe confifting 
either only of Women, or only of Men, or of 
both Sexes together, in which fome Spiritzal 
Guides, that are unacquainted with the true 
way of the Spirit, in- which the Saints have 
trod, and that are perhaps men of ill defigns, 
do under the pretence of leading Souls by the 
Prayer of Quietnefs , asthey call it, or of Pure 
Lnward Faith, or under any other name, in 
which tho in the beginning that they carry 
men, by Maxims that are of the higheft 
perfection, yet at laft they by certain principles, 
that are ill underftood, and worfe practifed, . 
go infenfibly infule into the minds of the fim- 
ple, divers grievous Errors, that do break 
Out into open Herefy, and to abominable 
Practices, to the irreparable prejudice of thofe 
Souls, who out oftheir fingle Zeal to ferve 
God well, put themfelves in the hands of fuch 
| fimple Directors, which is too notorioufly 
| knownto have fallen out in fome places. In 
confideration of all this, my moft Eminent 
| Lords and (olleagues, the Inguifiters General, 
have thought fit to fignify this to you, by this 
Circular Letter, which is {ent toall the Ors 
D 3 dinaries 
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dinaries of Italy, that fo you may be pleafed, 

to watch over all fuch new Affemblies, that 

are different from thofe thatare practifed and 

approved in other Catholick places: and that 

where you find any fuch, you abolifh them 

entirely, and fuffer them not to beany further 

advanced; and that youtake care that Spzrz- 
tual Direétors fhall' tread in the beaten Paths 
of Chriftian Perfection, withoutaftecting any 
Singularity inthe Wayes of the’ Spirzt:' and that 
aboveall other things, you take care, that no 
perfon fufpeéted of thefe Novelties, be fuf- 
fered to thruft himfelf into the direction of 
Dlunneries, either by Word or Writing: that 
fo this Peft may not enter within thofe Houfes; 
which maytoo much corrupt the Spiritual In- 
tention of thofe Spoufes ot Chriff.” All this is 
referred to your prudence :‘but'with all this 
provifional care, itisnot to be underftood as 
if hereby the proceedings in the way of Juftice, 


were to be hindred, in cafe any!perfons are 


found to hold inexcufable ‘Errors.:: In the 
mean while, care is taken fo to digeft this mat- 
ter, that Chriftendom may be in due time ad- 
vertifed of thofe Errors that are to beavoided. 


Rome the 15, of February, 1687. 
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ree 


THE 


EN A ROE 


OF THE 
Opinions of the Quietifis, 
Prepared for the Inquifition. 


Errort principals di quellt, che efercitano 
| L Oratione di Quiete, co’ le Rifpofte. 


| x. ¥ A Contemplatione, o vero Oratione di Quie- 
| _,teconfifte in conttituirfi alla prefenzadi Dio; 
 conuriatto di Fede ofcura. pura, & amorofa, e di- 
| poi fenza paffar pit avanti, ¢ fenza ammettere dif- 
| corfo, fpecie, 0 penfiero alcuno ftarfene cofi otio- 
fo; par effer contrario alla riverenza dovuta a Dioil 
| replicare quel puriffimo atto ; i] quale pero é ditanto 
merito , € vigore, che contiene in fe, anzi fupera 
| con gran vantaggio: tutti infieme li meriti dellealtre 
virtu, e/perfevera tute’ il tempo della vita; mentre 
non firitratti con un atto contrario: Onde non c 
| neceffario reiterarlo, e replicarlo. 


CENsSURA € RIS POSTAS 
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flo. Econ Agoftino dicono i Teologi : In Deo vi- | 


‘wimus, movemur, 7 fumus. Dunque l’atto di Fede, per- 
che fuppone l’eflere della Creatura , fuppone quefta 
gia prima nella prefenza di Dio; e folamente fara 
raffegnatione di Spirito nelle bracciedella Divinita. 
Intornoa quefta all’ hora fara contemplatione,quan- 
do lAnimacontemplara, e non fara otiofa, doppo 
il primio atto diFedeofcura, pura, &amorofa. E 
poitalfita evidente il dire, che non fono neceffarit 
altri buoni atti. L’Atto buono, per effer finito , é 
migliorabile, per mezzo della continuatione di fimili 


atti. Ne’la moltiplicatione di atti virtuofi e’ con- | 


trario alla riverenza dovuta 4 Dio, perche Iddio 
non fi tedia, dimpedifce, effendo libero da’ ogni 


paffione, & in tanto non conviene replicare atti 7 


riverentiali a’ Maggiori del Mondo, in quanto, che 
quefti, fecondo che porta l’efperienza,fonoalterabili, 
impedibili, 6 tediabili della vifta di fimili atti fre- 
quentati. L’atto dunque infe fteffo buono, molti- 
plicato {ara un buono maggiore, ¢ peroda’ Dioap. 
provato , a piti rimunerabile, che un’ atto folo, 
Nella Contemplatione poi fi {ta in atto di operare, € 


non oftinatamente fopra lattopaflato effendo il.) 
Contemplare ’operare mentalmente, ancerchealtro 7} 


anco vifi richieda-. 


if. Senza la Contemplatione , per mezzo della’ | 


meditatione.non pud darfi un paffo nella Perfet- 
tione. ar 


zw. Per meditarfi dal Chriftiano precifamente 1a 


Paflione di Chrifto, fi riflette, che per amor dell’: 


Huomo tanto pati un Dio, unde puo rifolvarfi a ria~ 
marlo,e volerlo obedire in che commanda, emet~ 


rere in prattica (con la gratia.di Dio, che fémpre ¢ in 
Noi) tal fanta deliberatione. Dunique permezzo della’ 


X 


Meditatione pud bene incaminarfil’Anima alla per~: 


fettione, Anni fenza contemplare, e fenza meditares 


purche! 
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purche s’opri fecondo li Leggi, con I’ajuto di Dio 
{ipuo ogn’ uno falvare ;_non fifalva poichinon é 
perfetto, & Amico di Dio. Dunque é¢ falfitlima 
lopinione contenuta nel fecondo Capo. 

Hil. Lia Scienza, e Dottrina anche Teologica 5¢ 
Sacra, ¢d’impedimento , e repugnanza alla Con- 
templatione , dellaquale non poflono dar giuditio 
eli Huomini Dotti, ma folo li Meditativi, e Con- 
templativi. 

gw. La Dottrina Teologica notifica ftabili in noi 
l’Oggetto della Contemplatione, che dicono i 
Quietifti effer la Divina Efflenza. Dunque in noi 
écompinibile con la Contemplatione> alla quale 
fe la Teologia repugnaffe Vifteffo farebbe efler 
Contemplativo, e nulla faper d’Iddio Teologal- 
mente; ¢ cofi Agoftino, e gli altri Santi Dottori, 
e Luminari della Chiefa , perche erano {cientifici, 
{i doverebbero incapaci effer ftati della Contem- 
platione. Ii che € falfo, imperoche Dio, che in- 
flituiil Sacerdotio, come Miniftero il piu degno, 
non v’é ragione , che habbia voluto i Sacerdotis 
mache non fofiero Contemplativi, gia che volfe 
col Sacerdotio unita la Scienza, mentre nella Sa- 
cra Scrittura minaccio per Olea Profetta a chi di- 
{prezzatore della Scienza efercitava il Sacerdotio. 
Tu repulifti [cientiam, ¢ ego repellamte, ne Sacerdotio 
fungaris mihi. Etralafcio altre Scritture , ¢ raggioni, 
perche mi viene incaricata la breuita. In quanto 
poi al che fidice in quefto 3. cap. che della Con- 
templatione non pofiono dar giuditioli Dotti, fi 
vede apertamente, che l’ignoranza di quefti fpi- 
ritelli fenza intelligenza ha una temerita di non 
volar foggiacere all’ emenda, per mezzo dell’ Infal- 
libile fentimento de’ Scientific. 

IV. Non puo darfi perfetta Contemplatione , {¢ 
non circala fola Divinita. I Milteri dell’ Incarng- 

1 9 a Na: natione 
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natione , Vita, e Paffione del noftro Salvatore non 


fono oggetto di Contemplatione , anzi ’impedif- 


cono, onde devono da Contemplativi tenerfi lon- 
tani; 0folo confiderarfi fpregiatamente. 

:, Se 1a’ Contemplatione é un affettione dell’ 
Intelletto, edella Volonta conl’Ogetto, mediante 
lagratia di Dios'in un ‘raccoglimento di Spirito 5 
potra la vita di Chrifto contemplarfi » perche @ 
quella il Chriftiano pud farfi prefente in Spirito, & 
attettive conattodi Fede, & Amore, Aggiongo 
che fe Chrifto venne 4 piantar Paradifi in tetra 
per commiffione dell’ Eterno Padre, come diffe 


al’ Profeta Ufaia‘; Pofui verbum meum in ore tuo, ut 


plantos Cctlos , ‘ds fundes rerram. Dove la Parafrafe 
Caldea cofilegge: Ur plantes Ceelos sn terra: Come 
dire (fi come Pintefe Girolamo) che piantafle le 
contentezze negli Huomini difgratiati per il pec- 
cato originale : E fe i Contemplationi fi portano 
fopra fe {teffi alla Confolationi Divine nella loro 
Contempiativi, perche fi deve difprezzare, e€ te- 
ner lontano ‘Chrifto., che é]'immediato Datore? 
Chrifto non’ impedifce Vatto del Contemplatione 
fe verne i compartirci perfettioni ,» e contenti 
fpirituali, che fono il fine de’ Contemplativi. 

V. Le Penitenze corporali, laufterita della vita 
non convengono alli Contemplativi, anzi meglio 
ficominciala converfione dalla vita contemplati- 
ya, che dalla Purgativa, e dalle Penitenze. An- 
cora gli effetti della Divotione fenfibile, la tene- 
rezza del Cuore, le Lagrime, e Confolationi fpiri- 
ruali fi devono fuggire, anzi difpreggiare da’ Con. 
templativi, come cofe repugnanti alla Contemplas 
tione. 

rn. Le Mortificationi difpongono lo Spirito » ac- 
cid viva fopra le motioni delfenfo, e perciO tuttii 
{anti cominciarono 4 viaggiare verlo la Perfettione 
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con difcipline, Digiuni, &c. Dunque fe i Con- 


templativi hanno per fine anco la perfettione, ben 
li convengono le Penitenze, perche piu fpedito fi 
renda alla Contemplatione , chi pit tiene domate 
le alterationi del fenfo."’E fe Dio promette nelle 
Scritture pardonar al Peccatore piante, che faran- 
no da lui le colpe, ma in neflun luogo del vec- 
chio, nuovo T eftamento, per efferfi pofto nella 
Contemplatione.:. Dunque meglio fi comincia la 
converfione dalla vita purgativa, e dalle Penitenze, 
che dalla contemplatione. ° 

VI. Lavera Contemplatione deve fermarfi nel- 
ja puraEffenzad’Iddio , fpogliata delle Perfone, e 
degli Attributi, ¢ l’Atto di Fede di Dio cofi conce- 
pito, & piu perfetto, ¢ meritorio di quello, che ri- 
guarda Dio con le Perfone, 8& Attributi. 

r. Le Perfone Divine, egliadorabili Attributi 
di Dio hanno la raggione tormale @effer Oggetti 
diFede, ed’Amore nel racoglimento delle noftre 
potenze, enella raflegnatione dello Spirito:, per- 
che fono verita rivelate ; ¢ come Predicati Divini 
fuoni buoni in fe fteffi, & alle Creature. Donde puo 
darfene vera contemplatione. Che poi I’att6 di 
Fededi Dio fenzale Perfone, & Attributi conce- 
pito fia piu perfetto, e meritorio di quello, che ri- 
guarda Dio con le Perfone, & attributi é falfita. 
Perche fe gia il credere che Dio fia T'rino, e fia 
giufto é atto di fede perfetto, ¢ meritorio, e cre- 
dere Dio vero nell’ Effenza anco €atto meritorio 
e perfetto, fara l’atto con cui fi crede Dio vero 
erino » e giufto’, piu perfetto, ¢ meritorio d’un 
altro atto, con cui folamente fi crede uno nell’ 
Effenza, perche fi merita piu per due atti dell’ 
ifteffa: virtua, che per un folo diquefti. (Havendoci 
Dio communicate le virtu fupranaturali non per 
far un atto folo virtuofo ,ma per avanzarfi col’ efer- 

citio 
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citio ditali doni) Un’ atto difede, che equivale 4 
dueé piu meritorio, e perfetto diun folo atto delli 
due: onde ben fi conclude contra la prima pro- 
pofitione di quefto 6. Cap. che la vera, e perfetta 
contemplatione per eflere megliore deve fermarfi 
nella pura Effenza di Dio, ma quefta nella Perfone, 
e negli Attributi. “etal 8 : 

VII. Nella Contemplatione s’unifce l’Anima 
immediatamente con Dio, onde non vi fi richiede 
Fantafii, 0 Imagini, 0 {pecie di forte alcuna. 

R, Nella Contemplatione ancorche in un certo 
modo s’unifca l’ Anima immediatamente con Dio, 
cio c effettive, perche viconcorre Lintelletto a mi- 
tar Dio’ femplicemente , pero fi richiede qualche 
{pecje per follicitare Vintellettuale habilita natura- 
le a portarfi nella confideratione di Dio, fervendo 
la {pecic per oggetto mottivo all’ Intelletto, 

VIII. Tutti i Contemplativi nell’ atto della 
Contemplatione patifcono pene , & angofcie fi ora= 
vi, che pareggiano, anzi fuperano, litormenti dell? 
ifteffi Martiri.  ~ 

R. Se (come dicono i Quietiftinel primo capo) 
la Contemplatione confilte nel farfi prefente 4 Dio 
con un atto di Fede amorofa, e poi ftarfene in 
otio, non € formalmente effere tormentato, e 
patirepene pit delli Martiri. Equantunque ad al- 
cuno {peffo fucceda nella Contemplatione ango- 
icie, edolori, cid proviene da’ alcra caufa 6 dal 
Demonio, permettendolo Dio, 6 da’ fiachezza 
dinatura, che confuma il Corpo, 6 da’ motivi di 
Malenconia, oda’ foverchio fangue, che formon- 
tatoallatefta caggiona dolore. Ma moltiffimial- 
tri fi fono yifti nell’ atto della Contemplatione, 
circondati di luce con fronte ferena, € bocca ri- 
dente, come Francefco di Paola fu offervato da 
Luiggi Xl. Re di Francia, ¢ finita la Contemplae 
FT mT tione 
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“ott, } de, ¢ Contemplatione, che alli Mifteri di effo 


| Sacrificio, 0 4 confiderare le attioni, ¢le cofe ap- 
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. f tione reftartuttiinondati di allegrezza, perche in 
hi quella vennero a vifta (femplicemente ben fi) li 
| 7 | fpofi, per reftar concertato il Matrimonio fra Dio ¢ 
D . 


c™t P Anima. 
crietta 


IX. Nel Sagrificio della Mefla, ¢ nelle Fefte 
de’ Santi,é meglio applicarfi all’ atto di pura fe- 


4% tenenti alli medefim: Santi. 


capo} 
i Dio 
ne in 
[0 - ¢ 


| als 


R. Vive ingannato chi giudica entrare nella 


| Contemplatione fenza buona difpofitione del? A- 


nima; eperche la confideratione delli Mifteri del- 


| la Mefla, edell’efempio de’ Santi ¢ preparamento 
| fpirituale ; ancorche remote’, percio ftimarfi deve 
| meglio, prima applicarfi il Chrifttano alla confide- 


ratione de i Mifteri della Mefla, edelle attionide’ 


| Santi, e pofcia darfi alla Contemplatione con piu 
| Adobbo nel Anima. | 


X. La Lettione fpirituale de’ libri, le Prediche, 
VOrationivocali, VInvocation? de’ Santi, e cofe fi- 


| mili, fono d’impedimento alla Contemplationes 
overo Oratione di Quiete, alla quale non fi deve 
| premettere preparatione alcuna. 


r. Se in ogni profeflione , e’ maggiormente in 
quella della vera, e non fintionata {piritualita : 
Nemo repente fit fummus, come Vefperienza dimo- 
ftra » perche é ordine della noftra fiacca natura, 
co’ cul fiva accommodando la gratia per il noftro 
camino all’ ultimo termine dell’ Eternita, che « 
facilioribus fit incipiendum; che percid ¢ grand’ igno- 
ranza, e prefontione entrare nell’ Oratione di 
Quiete, prima d’altri-efercitil, e fenza preparatione. 
Chi cofi entra, ufcira ancora fenz’ alcun profitto. 

XI. Il Sacramento della Penitenza, avanti la 
Communione non € per )’Anime interiori, € con- 
templative , ma per l’citerior1, e meditative. # 

R. & 
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rn. I contemplativi hanno folamente un’ Anima 


che é puo meditare, ¢ pudcontemplare, & anco | 


puo ftar iff peccato.: Dunque il Sacramento della 
Penitenza prima dellaS. Communione, é necefla- 
rioall’ Anime contemplative. ,; .. | 
XIL. La Meditatione non rigiarda Dio col lu- 
me della Fede 5 ma con il lume naturale in Spirito 
¢ verita, € pero non ha merito apprefio Dio. 
rR. Se lameditatione non fofle meritoria appref- 
fo Dio, ;( faltem aliqualiter de congrito) no’ farebbe 
cofi. famigliare.alle Religioni » dove furono, e 
fono grand’ Huomini fanalidella S.C. R. ne fa- 
rebbe incaricata da’ SS. Patriarchi, e da’ Sommi 
Pontefici rimunerata con Indulgenze plenarie , co- 
me efercitio {pirituale, . proportionato alli Amici di 
Dio, & a quelli; che abandonano le fallacie del 
‘mondo. Di Dio, come fi pudconofcere lefiftenza 
col lume naturale ; e con Ja fede fopranaturale, cofi 
puo darfi Meditatione che lo riguardi naturalmen- 
te, ¢ Meditatione che lo riguardi con fede pura, e 
fopranaturale... ; ; 


XIII., L’Imagini non folo interné, ¢ mentali, 


ma anco Vefterne folite venerarfi da’ fedeli, come 
fono quelle di Chrifto, ede’ fuoi Santi, fono dan- 
nofe a’ Contemplativi, onde devono fuggirfi, e to- 
glier via, acciO non impedifcano la Contempla- 
tione. Th KR 

R. Quanto decreto, ¢ decretara la S, Madre 
Chiefa, 4 cui prefiede Direttore lo Spirito Santo 
tutto giovevole all’ Vaflallageio di Chrifto; perd fe 
a’ Fedeli la Chiefa ordina l’adorationi delle SS.Im- 
magini, non devono quette ffuggirfi, 6 toglier 
via, come nocive alla Contemplatione: nulladi- 
meno alcuni {guardi alla sfuggitayverfa dette Im- 
magini non fono valevolia far perdere 1a Contem- 
platione, overo Oratione di Quiete al Contem- 
plativo, 
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plativo, quale fe in ogni cafo la perde, proviene 
dalla fua troppa imbecillita , e per.altro poie piu 
ampia ?Anima raggionevole; e maggine la gra- 
tia, che l’aflifte di quello che fuppone .quette 
13. Cap. Anzi la moderata confideratione di dette 
Imagini ferve 4 formar nell’ Anima interno ra- 
coglimento, perche il contemplativo fi facciarego- 
lare dalla Gratia. 

XIV. Chi una volta fi éapplicato alla Contem- 
platione non deve piu ritornare alla Mediratie-~ 
ne, perche farebbe unpaffare dal meglio al peg- 
10, | | 

r. E veroche écofa mala paffare dal meglio al 
peggio , ma fpeflo conviene non pofledendo attual- 
mente it meglio incaminarfi 4 poffeder il buono. 
FE. vero ancora, che effendo pontualmente nella 
Contemplatione , non fi deve lacciar queftaa fine dj 
mettarfi nella Meditatione,..Ancorche la Contem- 
platione fia migliore , non ritrovandofi il Cbriltiano 
attualmente nella Contemplatione, nom opera in- 
convenientemente applicandofia meditare , perche 
conviene, che per ognivia , che Dio fipuo mira- 
redall’ Anima, fia daquefta riverentemente effe- 
quiata. 

XV. Se neltempo della Contemplatione vengo- 
no penfieribrutti, &ofceni, non fi deve ufar dih- 
genza alcuna in {cacicarli, no’ riccorrer ad alcu uno 
buon penfiero, ma compiacerfi di effere da’ guelli 
moletftato. 

rn. Per non perderfil’unione effettiva con Dio , 
che nella formale contemplatione fitreva, éatto di 
prudenza toglier via Poccafione,come eatto di {cio- 
peraggine il trattenerfi con compiacenza, perche 
come diceS. Lomato d’Aguino, guivultcanfam , ex 
quaneceffarid , vel regulariter fequirur afg eCius 5 vult,vir- 
tualiter effedtum; FE, lo Spirite Santo. Qui amat peri 
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culum peribit in illo. Dunque fentendoin not la re- 
bellione del fenfo nelka Contemplatione, ancorche 
fidati in noi ftefli , dobbiamo ufar ogni diligenza 
per fuperarla. Dovemo pero raccommandarci alla 
Divinita, echieder la fua gratia, per tranquillare 1 
mali penfieri, diffondere le fue gioie nell’ Anima, 
incalmare i fenfi alterati, @ we fint afpera in vias 
plana. 

XVI, Niun’ atto o affetto noftro interno, benche 
formato per mezzo dellafedé, ¢€ puro, ne piace a’ 
Dio, peérche nafce dall’ Amor: proprio, ‘mentre 
non vi fiainfufo dallo Spirito Santo, fenfa noftra 
dinduftria, e diligenza alcuna, onde quelli, che ftan~ 
no nella Contemplatione 6 in Oratione d’affetti , 
devono ftare otiofi , 6 afpettando l’influffo dello 
Spirito Santo. | 
-"p: A Dio folamente piaccionoi’ fuoi Doni, ma 
tutte quelle noftre Operationi, che da’ Noi fifanno 
conlafua Santa Gratia. Quinditanto pier, pro- 
fetta fara’ la Contemplatione , quanto meno fara 
otiofa, purche il Contemplatore non fi lafci da’ qual- 
che fenfibile trafportare, preche perderia la Con- 
templatione; egli fuccederabbe come alla Moglic 
di Loth, che per mirar indietro perfe il Camino. 
E poi temetita afpettare in otiofica l’influffo miraco- 
{a dallo Spirito Santo, perche a’ quei, che fono 
nell’ Oratione di Quiete non fi*deve il camino paf- 
fivo, mentre non hanno condegnita fopra i doni 
della SpiritoSanto. Benfi fuccede alle volte che 
lo Spirito penetri PAnima di chi {ta nell’ Oratione 
d’aftetti, ma per gratia particolare. Aggiongo con- 
tro la prima propolitione di quefto 16.capo. Li Quie- 
tiftidicono nel 12..capo che la Meditatione non ha 
merito appreflo Dio , perche non lo riguarda col 
lume dellafede , dunque |’atto formato per mezzo 
della fede ha merito appreflo Dio, dunque ¢puro , 
e gli piace. . AVI, 
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XVII. Quelli che ftanno nell’ atto della Contems 
platione, o dell’ Oratione di Quiete, 0 fiano:Per- 
fone Religiofe, 6 figlidi famiglia, Oaltri , chevi- 
vono forto l’altrui commando , nondevono in quel 
tempo obedire & efeguire gli ordini della Regola, 
Ode’ fuperiori, per non interrompere la Contem- 
platione. ; 

R. Lacontemplatione ancorche fiain noi di gran 
perfettione, perche non ci viene commandata da? 
Dio, interrompendofi non fi pecca, ma effendoci 
commandata da’ Dio l’Obedienza ‘a’ Genitori, & a 
fuperiori, fideve obedire a’ quefti, -anco con*laf= 
ciare l’attual Contemplatiorie, perche in riguardo 
dell’ ordine divino l’obedienza-é preferibile nella 
prattica, ancorche. la Contemplatione fia mol- 
to piu confiderabile nella fua perfettione objettiva. 

XVIII. Devono i,Contemplativi effer total- 
mente {pogliati dell’ affetto.ditutye le Cofe, che ri- 

gettino a’ fe, e difpreggino li Doni, .e favori di 
Dio, e fi’ difaftettionino dell’. iftefla virtd, 6 per 
maggiormente {pogliarfi d’ogni cofa, e viver meglio 
a’ ‘fe medifimi; fare ancéra quello, che ripugno 
alla modeftia, &.all’, Honefta ,. purche non 
fia efpreffamente contro liprecetti del Decalogo. 

R. Iddio favorifce i Contemplativi con la Com- 
municatione de’ fuoi boni, nén per eflerce quetti 
difprezzati, ma per abbellirgli ’Anima, e fortifi- 
cargli ’habilita naturale all’ efercitio della virtu. 
Dvnque ancorche i Contemplarivi non fe ne debba- 
no infuperbire ; devono fopramodo ftimarli , 6 fer- 
virfene con humiltadi {pirito : E fe Dio vuole l’ho. 
nefta come buona , fono in obligo anche i Contem- 

/plativi effer honefti, perche Iddio non ha fatto de. 
creto, che privilegiaffe i Contemplativianon effet 
fogetti allara gione, fu la quale fi fondela Mode- 

fia, ¢ P honetta della Vita. 


, 


13 XIX: 


66 ‘A Letter from ROME, 


XIX, Li Contemplativi fono fogetti alle Violen- 
me > per le qualireftano prividell’ ufo del libero ar- 
bitrio, fiche fe anco bene graviflimamente pecca- 
no efteriermente, nondimeno interiormente non 
fanno peccato alcuno; onde ne anco devono Con- 

’ feffarfi dicié , che hanno fatto, Ciofi ptova con Ve- 
fempio di Giob; il quale con tutto che non folo 
ingiuriafle il Proflimo,, ma anco beftemmiafle em- 
piamente Dio, inegni modo nonpeccava sperche 
tutto qucfto faceva per violenza del Demonio. FE 
per dar giuditio di quefte violenze , non ferve la 
‘Teologia Scolattica,¢ morale, ma € neceflario 

_Spirito fopranaturale, il quale m pocchiflimi fi 
trova, & in quefti sha da giudicare non l’interno 
dail’ efterno , mal’efterno dal!’ interno. 

Rr. Chein quefto Gap. 19. non folamente lates 
‘Anguis fub berba; ma apertamente fi vede , che 
fotto. nome di Contemplativi fpirituali, vogliono 
i Quietifti effere debacanti fenfuali. L’efempio, 
che adducono di Giobben dimoftra che no’ hanno 
intelligenzadeHa Scrittura. Mai Giob»pecco efte- 
riormente: né contro il Protlimo, necontro Dio, 
quando parld nélcap. 19. nel 6. verfo, come ben 
dimon{tra, ancoper mezzo del fenfo litterale Pi- 


neda tom. 11. fopra‘Giob c. 3s.mé peccd contro 4} 


i] Proflimo, come nell’ ifteflo pud vederfi , fempre 
fondata fi la Dottrina ide’ SS, Padri., che delle 
Scritture, ¢ infegnanoilverorfenfo. E per dirla in 

oche parole conaltreraggioni, la gratia con la 
quale Iddio fempre ci affifte, unita con la noftra 
cooperatione pud fuperare ogniaflalto nemico, E. 
Chrifto lo difle a tattiin perfona diS. Paolo: Suft- 
cit ribi gratiamea. Dungue il Contemplativo:non ¢ 
violentabile de venghi neceflitato.al peccato elte- 
tiori, &c. 
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THE 
PRINCIPAL ERRORS, 


“a 


Of thofe who Practife, 
The Prayer of Quietne/s , 


Cenfured and Refuted. 





LER ROR. 


| ( Ontemplation , or the prayer of Inward 


guietne(s, conlifts in this, that 4 man puts 


7 limfelf in the prefence of God, by forming an 
) obfcure Att of Faith, fullof Love, tho fimple, 


and ftops there, without gomg further : and. 


| without fuffering any Reafomng, the Images 
of any things 5 or any Objet whatfoever to 
| enter into his mind: and {a remains fixea and 


uumoveable , in his Attof Faith: it being «4 
qvant in that Reverence that ts due to Goa, 
to redouble this fimple attof his: which uw @ 
thing of fo much Merit, and of fo great forte, 
thatit comprehends within. it felf, andfar ex- 
ceeds the merit of all other vertues 4 jopnel 


43 


life; 
« ? 
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life , of it is wot difcontinued by fome other Att, 


that ts contrary to it; therefore it % mot ae- 
ceffary to repeat or redouble it. 

The Censure and Kerutartion. 
‘Tis not an AG of Faith thar puts us inthe 
Prefence of God: for he is within us by a 
neceflary effect of the Immenfity of his na- 
ture: therefore Elia, Micaiah, andthe other 


Prophets {aid , Vivit Deus in cujus con{petto 1 


0. The Lord lives in whofe prefence I ftand: 
and it is upon the fame reafon that the Di- 
vines have faid after S: Autftin, Jn Deo vivi- 


Another would 
have thought that S. 
Paul should have 
Been cited for this y 
vather thanS.Autt., 
fince he had faid 
this fir ft» Acts, 17. 
v.28. but Rome 
is not the place of 
the Worldwhere the 
N. ‘Teftament is 
moft read 3 and 
this putting. of ones 


felfinthe prefence of . 


God, can only mean 
the confidering ones 
felf as before bins. 


in an unmoveable 


mus movemur C [umus, In 
God we live, we move, and 
have our being:fotharanAct 
of Faith, that prefuppotes 
that the Agent 1s in being, 


fuppotes likewife that itis 1m | 
the prefence of God;& 1s in= j 
deed nothingelfe bur a Re- | 
fignation that the Creature } 
makes of it felf to God. | 
Therefore Contemplation , 


evenduring that firit ob- 


icure Act of. Faith, that 1s | 


fimple and full of love,ts car- 


ried on by the Soul while’ 


fhe looks at God, and not 
at all while fhe continues 


fate. It is then an Evident 


——— ansmanctni initiating 


| P 
th: 
Wma 
) toc 










Falfehood to fay, thatother good actions are |) jn 


not it 








































ee re 


Ss] Sa 
— = 























ident | 
onsatt 
in | 


| 
| 
| 





Concerning the QUIETISTS. 69 


notat all neceflary: any goodact being of its 
nature finite, may become alwayes better, by 
being often reiterated,and the multiplying the 
Aé&ts of vertue cannot be contrary to the Re- 
verence that is dueto God, who being exempt 


| from all paffion , can never be troubled or 
-)) wearied with Importunities, as great men 


are apt to be, who as Experience teaches, 


| are often changed , difturbed , and bes 
| come uneafy, when the fame things are too 
often repeated to them. But with relation 


to God, whenan actis in it felf good, there; 


)) peating itis a progrefs in good; which is ap- 
) proved of God, andbecomes mote merito 
| tious in his fight, Therefore the Soulin Con- 
) templating, continues her Ads 
_ not ftick abftinatly to one fingle 
| templation being {till an Operation of the 
) Mins tho other things are likewife necef= 
|. dary. aa 


and does 
Act, Con- 


Il. BrRrorR. 

One cannot make one ftep towards Perfe- 
Elion by meditation , that being to be obtained 
entirely by Contemplation. 

ReFUTATION,. 

A Ghriftian by meditating ferioufly on the 
Paffion of Chrift, andteflecting on that Love 
that madeaGod fuffer fo much for Mankind, 
may uponthat refolve to love him again, and 
to obey all his Commands; and he may by the 


grace of God whichis ever prefent to us, put 
E 2 thofe 
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thofe good purpofesin Execution: fo thatthe 
oul may well advance towards Perfection by 
Meditation : It may bealfo done without Me- 
ditation : for every one that lives according 
to the Laws of God, may work out-his 
own Salvation by the help of God. Now 
fince no mancan be faved but he that is Pertect, 
anda Friend of God’s,then this Article is moft 
certainly falfe. 
II. ERR or 
ell Study and Learning, even in facred 
eMatters andin Divinity , « a Hindrance to 
Contemplation : of which learned men ave not as 
ble to make atrue judgment, that being only ta 
be expetted from thofe that ave given to Medi- 
tation and Contemplation, 
REFUTATION. 
The Study of Divenity makes known tous 
_, . the Objet ot Contempla- 
‘The Article 6 sig: whichas the Quierifts 
falfly reprefented: » RRR ie oh? j 
for the Quictitts, as fay » 18 the Divine Effence: 
all ober Mytticks, therfore it confifts well with 
only except to that Contemplation and if the 
dry learning which Study of Divinity were op- 
% not accompanied pofit to this, then the igno- 
with an inward fone vance of it is neceflary to 
of Divine mattis: ake a man Contenipla- 
tive: and thusfince S. 4uffinand all the other 
holy Doétorsand Lights of the Church, were 
men Learned in this ttudy,they muft be looked 
onas men that were Incapable of rifing to 
0On= 
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Contemplation: which is falfe: becaufe God, 
who has appointed thePriefthoodas the higheft 
degree of fervice done him,, cannot be {uppo- 
fedto have Intendedthat the Priefts fhould not 
be Contemplative perfons ; and. it is plain, 
that.God will have his Priefts to be knowing: 
fince-in the Scriptures he threatens by Hofea 
the Prophet{uchas de{pifed knowledg,and yet 
were inthePriefthood. Tuwrepuliffifcientiam 
€ egorepellam tene facerdotio fungars. Thow 


|' haftrejetted knowledg , andtherefore Ihave re- 


jetled thee fromthe Priefthood. 1 pats over other 
Arguments from. {cripture and reafon., be- 
cauie Lam. ordered to be fhort : and as for 
whatisfaid inthis Azxticle , that the Learned 
cannot Iudge of Contemplation, it thewes 
plainly, that the Ignorance of thofe {piritua- 
lifts carries them to this boldnefs, of not 
being willing.to. fubmit to that Correction , 
which they might expect 

from that Infallible mean of. Heres anew tribu- 
the Judgment.of the Lear-. «nal of Infallability. 
ned. 


IV. EB RRoR, 


There is no. Contemplation that, 1 perfect, 
but that which regards God himfelf; the. My- 
freries of the Incarnation , and. of the Life and 
Paffion of our Saviour, are. not the Objetls of 
Contemplation : on the contrary , they. hinaer 
it: (0 that Contemplative perfons muft avoid 
HK, 4 them 
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ay them at a great diftance , and think, of them 

ae only with Contempt. % | 
oo REFUTATION. 

Ah If Contemplation is an aftetion that is 

i raifed in the underftanding or the Willby its 

A proper object by the help of the Grace of 

! God, and that confifts in an Inward Re- 

collection of the mind, then the Life of Chrift 

is a proper Object for it 5’ fince*a Chriftian 

can prefent this’to his thoughts, and raife 

upon it an Aét of Faith and love: Befides, 

oe sees 8 Chrift came by a Commif- 

| If we judge of fion from his Eternal Father 

A) this new Infallibt-" ¢> plant ‘Paradife here on 

Tan pba ME 8 ce earth,’ according to that of 

Me Chri Ris thi pron the Prophet Hfaias , Pofui ver- 

per Obje& of Con- bum meumin ore tuo ut plantes 

templation, we (e@los © fundes terram;, I 

he will “not much have put my word inthy mouth 

Ae admire it; butif thar thou may plant the Heavens 

/ nls. Soniye and eftablish the earth; or as 

tiker Deifm,. the’ Chaldee Paraphrafe hath 

It, wt plantes Colos tn terra, 

a | that thou may plaut the Heavensin the Earth ; 

ii as if he had faid ( ag S. Jerome underftood 

Wek the words) .-that thou may’ plant true joy in 

re thofe minds, that were debafed by Origi« 

ia nal fin; and how ‘can it be imagined, that 

i Contemplative perfons can rife aie them- 

{elves in their Contemplations to taft of Di- 

vine Joy's, ifthey muftkeep at fuch’a di« 

es Bah on *-* {tance 
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{tance from Jefus Chrift, who isthe Imme- 
diat giver ofthem ; and defpife him? Chrift 
is fo far from hindring of Contemplation, 
that he came into the world to diftribute all 
thofe Perfe&tions and fpiritual Joys to which 
the Contemplative afpire. 


VV. ERROR. 


Corporal Penitences aud Aufterities do not 
belong to Contemplative Perfons : on the Con- 


‘trary, it wbetrer to begin ones Conyerfion by a 


ftate of Contemplation, than by a State of Pur- 
gation or of Pennance, and Contemplative 
Perfons ought to avoidand defpife all the effects 
of fenfible Devotion, fuch as Tendernefs of Heart, 
Tears, and Spiritual Confolations, all which 
are contrary to Contemplation. 


Riper ir AT D-o in: 

Mortifications difpofe the Spirit to rife 
above the motions of fenfe; and theretore it 
is that all the Saints have beguntheir courfe 
towards Perfection with Faiting and Difci- 
pline. And therefore if thefe Contempla- 
tives defign Perfection , they muft practice 
Pennance: fince nothing renders a man fo fit 
for Contemplation, as to rife above all the 
Diforders of Senfe. God in the Sciptures pro- 
mifes to forgive the mourning Sinner; but 
this is not promifed to the Contemplative 
in any place either of the Old or New Tefta- 


“ment. «Therefore it is better to begin ones 


B >, Con- 
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Converfion with. purgative Exercifes and 
Pennances ; than with Contemplation. 
VE ERROR 
True Contemplation mujt keep it felf fixed only 
, to the effence of God, without re- 
Ifthis Article flecting either on bss Perfons or 
istrue,itcon- fis Attributes. And an Ati of 
firms the ful Ey ish thus conceived, i 
pition of Af CON OT eas Sener 
Drifn. perfect and’ meritorious than 
: that which confiders God with 
she Divine Attributes, or with the Perfons. of 
the Trinity in tt. 
REFUTATION. 
The Perfons of the Trinity, and the At-. 
ributes of God’, are the proper Objects of 
Faith and love ,. while we recolleé all the 
Powers of our Souls, and refign our felves 
to God: for as thefe are divine Truths, that 
arerevealed tous, fo the Attributes of God 
are both good in themielves ,, and good. to 
us, fo that they are proper to raife in us a 
true Contemplation. It is alfo falfe, thatan 
A& of Faith, that has God for its Object, 


without confidering his Attributes, or the. 


Perfons of the Trinity, is more perfect than 
that which regards God in conjunction with 
them. For if te believe that God is one, 
and that he is Jutt, is.a perfect and amerito- 
Here one [ees phat a thing {choo 5 
Divinity is, by this way of recko- and to. believe that 
sino: but the valueof aétsrifes God is true in. his 


from she Intention of the mind ie 
and not from the Extenfien of the obj cét, Na- 


1 rious AC of Faith, 
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Nature is alfo a perfect and meritorious Act ; 
then the Aét by which God is believed tobe 
true, juft and Three in One, is a more pér- 
fe& and a more meritorious Aé&, than that 
in which he was confidered only .as one in 
Effénce. Becaufe aman merits more by two 
Aéts of the fame vertue thanby a fingle one 
only : for God has communicated fupernatu- 
ral helps to us, not only for doing one Act 
of vertue, but that we may makean advance 
in fach A&ts. Therefore one Ac of Faith, 
that is equivalent to two others , is more me- 
ritorious and perfeét than any one of thefe 
two.. Therefore we may juftly conclude a- 
gainit the firft branch of this Article, that 
true and perfe& Contemplation raifed to its 
higheft pitch, muft not only regard God in 
his Effence , but likewife in his Perfons and 
Attributes. 

VIL Error. 

The Soul becomes immediatly united to God 
an Contemplation ; fo that there is no need of 
Phantafins , Images , or avy fort of Reprefenta- 
tion. 

REFUTATION. 

Tho it is true, that the Soul in fome fort 
unites her felf immediately 
to God in Contemplation, 
that is, by a Union of Afte- 
€tions; for the Underftan- 
ding beholds God fimply , yet fome Ideas are 


nes 


Thy “not meant of 
pure Ideas, but of 
grofs Phantafms. 
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neceflary for exciting the natural force of the 
Underftanding , and to carry it to look at 
God: which Ideaisa fort of Object that moves 
the Underftanding. = ? Py 

~~ "WVHEL Error. 

‘All contemplative perfons fuffer an the A& 
of Contemplation fach grievous Torments, they 
[eem to furpafs even the fufferings of the Mar- 
tyrs themfelves. 

| ReruTaTion. 

If Coatemplation confifts (as the Ousetifts 

pretend it does) inthis, that 
Thi Article # alfo the Soul puts her felf in the 
falfly reprefenteds . prefence of God, by an act of 
i fhe a Ques Faith, full of Love, and after 

y means that : 7 are 
Souls fuffer many that continues idle: this is 
inward Agoniesina not the being formally tor- 
contemplative late, raented, or the enduring 
of which all the more than the Martyrs fut- 
i of the My- fered: and tho it is true in 

icks are full, and ; 
which they eal hen oe fort, that Pains and 
arcat Defalation. Miferies come: after Con- 
templation , this flows either 


fom the Devil, to whom upon that occa- 
fion God gives leaveto try thofe perfons, or 
from fome weaknefs in Nature, that opprefles 
the Body , from Melancholy, or an abundance 
of Blood, that raifes Headaches, or from 


-fome other unknown Caufe. But many others 


have appearedto be in the very A& of Cons 


templation, asit were environed with Light, 
aha 
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and have looked witha ferent, and fometimes 
with a {miling countenance ; which Léwis 
the XI. of France obfervedin Francu 4 Paula; 
and they havebeen as it were overflown with 

oy, when the Contemplation was Over 5 ha- 
ving been admitted in it;. to fee their Bride- 
groom in that fimple A, in which there 
pafles as it were a Marriage between God 
and the Soul: 

IX. ERROR. 

During the Sacrifice of the Mafs, and onthe 
Feftivals of the Saints ,1t ws better to apply ones 
felf to an AG of pure Faith ; and to Cantem- 
plation, than tothe Myjtertes of that Sacrifice; 
or toconfider the Lives of thofe Satnts. 

REFUTATIO Ne, 

He is much deceived;who thinks to arrive at 
Contemplation without a ote | 
due difpofition ofSoulfory’ ns puna bar 
y this, that if 
it: and therefore the con- 4 man in an a& of 
fideration ofthe Myfteries outward devotion 1 
ofthe Mafs,and of theEx- carried to Contem- 
amples that the Saints have A py tgh bi oe ? 
fet us, isa {piritual prepa- ebaid Wanchins* 
yationfor it; thoit maybe 
only a remote one : therefore a Chriftian 
ought to fet himfelf firft to confider the My- 
fteries of the Mafs, and the Lives of the 
Saints, and then apply himfelf to Contem- 
plation, having prepared his Soul duly for 
it. 


b.€ ERROR, 
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The veading of Spiritual Books, Sermons 
Vocal Prayer, the Invocation of Saints, and 


all fuch things, are hindrances to Contemplae - 


tion, which 4s only attained by the Prayer of 


Quietnels, to which it isnot necefarytopremie | 


any preparation what[oevere 
REFUTATION. 
If inevery profeflion, but chiefly in a true 
| afd unfainedly fpiritual Tem 
The Quietifts per, that Maxim holds good, 
only mean, that “Nemo repente fit (ummas, No 
no general Me- : : 
pies carry men man attains CO the height all 
of the fudden, which daily 
on, and tharitis experience demonttrates 5 
she cffc& of afpe- then it is but futeable to the 
cial Grace, feeblenefs of our Nature, te 
which the Divine Grace accommodates it 
felf, thatin our Journey towards that heighth 
of Eternity, 4 facilsorabus fit incipicnaum, 
wemuft begin with thofe things that are ea- 
fier; therefore it is great Ignorance or pre- 
fumption to enter intothe Prayer of Qutet- 
nefs before other exercifes, and without due 
preparation. And he who begins his courfe 
thus, will endit withoutany fruit. 
XI, ER R O'R. 
The Sacrament of Pennance before Commis 
nion, 1 not for contemplative Souls , that live 
in this inward flare; bat only for thofe tbat. 
areintbe Extervonr and Meditative ftate. 
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one Soul, which at fome times 
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REFUTATION: 
'Thefe Contemplative perfons have but 


meditates, and at other times es gf 1 ata 
contemplates: and that may | 

come to be in a ftate of fin. Therefore the 
Sacramentof Pennance is neceflary even for 
thofe Contemplative Souls, before they go 


to\Communion. 
XI] ErRRoOR- 

«Meditation does not look at God with the 
Light of Faith, but only in a uatural Light, 
in Spirit and in Truth: and therefore stu not 
meritorious before God. AES 

REFUTATION. 

If Meditation were not infome fort at leaft 

in the way of Congruity,me- 


| xitoriousbeforeGod;itcould Te Quietifts 


only condemn @ 
dry and Mecha- 
nical Meditation. 


not be fo much practifed in 
all Religious Orders, from 
whence there have come, and 
daily there does come, fo many of the fhining- 
lights of the Holy Roman Church: nor would 
it have been fet on fo much by their Holy 
Patriarchs, nor rewarded by the Popes with 
Plenary Indulgences, as a fpiritual Exercife 
futeable tothe Friends of God; and to thofe 
who ‘had abandoned the Snares of this pre- 
fent World. Butas one may know the E:xi- 
{tence of Godby theLightof Nature, as well 
as by a fupernatural Faith, fo likewile fome 
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Be A Letter from ROME; 
Meditations look at God, only with the Light ] 
of Nature ; and othersare Acts of aSuperna- 





tural Faith: . ae 
XTII. Er ROR. 


Not only inward and mental Images 5 but. 


rhofe outward ones which are worfhipped by the 
Faithful,fuch asthe Images of Chrift and of his 
Saints, are hurtfull to contemplative Perfons, 
and they ought to be avoided and removed , that 
fo they may hot hinder Contemplation. 


REFUTATION. | . 

All things are ufeful to the Service of 
Chrift, that éither is de- 

Here, notwithftaz- Creed, or that may be de- 
ding all our Repre~ creed by the Holy Mother 
fenters in England, Chusieh- inall whole Con 
you fee the Adora- aTop >. 1 Alb WAOKE™ On" 
tion of [mages is fo fultations the Holy Ghoft 
received at Rome, prefides and directs them. 
ie figs Sxl . Therefore if the Church 
think tbat the moft appoints the Adoration of 
peri ch may Be above Teich none of the Faith- 
: fal ought to avoid them, 
orremove them as hurtful to Contemplation, 
and fome fecret looks towards thefe Images, 
is no way likely to make a man fall from the 
heighth of Contemplation; or the Prayer of 
Ouzetne/s ; from whichif he fallsat any, time, 
it Hows from his own great Inftability,fince 
the reafonable Soul is a Nobler being, and 
the Grace that it receives, isof a higher na- 
! aaah Belen”). ces) od etire, 
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' oO 


ture. than. is. fuppofed in this . Artiele, 
| <herefore a moderate regard to Images will 


{erve to confirm the Soul in her inward. Re; 

collection, if a Contemplativeman regulates 

this by the help of the Grace of God..: .+ 
XIV. ERROR. 

He that has once applyed himfelf to Cantets- 
plation, muft never return to Meditation, for 
this. were to fall from a better State toa 
worfe. 

REFUTATION. 

[tis trde, that it is an ill thingto golrom 
better to ;worfe; but itis oft 
times, good for a man, that Hiche Onicein 
cannot attain to that which ..77.7"" Quiectitls, 
: oe ; of retirning to a 
is better; to content himfelf jyechanical way of 
with thatwhich is good, It Meditation. — ; 
is alfo true; that while aman : 
is in’ Contemplation ; he,ought not to Jet 
that go that hemay turn himtelf to Medita- 
tion. Yet tho Conremplation is fill the bet- 
ter State y when a Chriftian isnot actually in 
Contemplation, it is not Inconvenient {for 


Thisis only meant 


him to apply himfelf to Meditation : becaute 


7 


athe Soulought to follow God with all due 


dReverence 5 in all thofe ways in which: he 
may lead.her. uth 
XV, ' EORS Ry oR 

If foul and impure Thoughts come into the 


mind while one isin Contemplation, he ought to 


take no care to drive themaway: nor to ture 
F himfetf 
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himfelf to any good thoughts, but to have a com. 
placence in the trouble that he fuffers from 


thew. : 


REFUTATION 


It is a piece of prudence in a man who 
mrs | being in Contemplation , 
Thisis only fotobe would not lofe that union 

underflood; shat ac- which he is ‘united to 
cording torbe rules God oiate ven cht 
given by all theMy- oda, to avolda every o Ins 
{ticks » when ili thatmay occafion it; ason 
shoughts come intoa the contrary, it isa firong 
mans mind, the bet piece of neglect to enter- 
may $0 comé tain that with complacence 
shem, is vathertome~ ich muft make one lofe 
glect them, than to . Gite aitinmestaretiala 
firuggle much a- it, as ot. omas O gun 
gainft them. {ays, He that loves the caufe 
| from which any effect fols 
lows, either naturally, or at leat commonly,does 
wertually love the effect i fel: And the 


Holy Ghoftfays, He that loves danger, shall } 
perish in it. Therefore aman who being in § 


Contemplation feels the Rebellion of the 
{enfible part he ought to ufe all diligence 
to overcome in whatfoevera ftate he may be 
in. He ought therefore to recommend it ‘to 
God, and to implore his Grace to quiet 
all thofe evil thoughts: that fohisjoy being 
fpread abroad im the Soul, all the diforderly 
motions of fenfe’may be calmed, © usifine 
afpera invias ite ak whatisrough may 
be made fmooth. 

| xVI. 
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Concerning the QUIETISTS! 83 
XVI. ERROR. : 
No inward Attion or Affection, tho formed 


by the vertue of Faith, 1s pure or pleafing to 
nha | God: becaufe tt rifes out of felf-love , unlefs ct 
| is infufed in us by the Holy Ghoft , without any 


Induftry or Diligence ufed by us: therefore they 


that are in the ftate of Contemplation or of 


‘| Gifts, thatare in us, but with 
Aguit | 





Prayer,orinward Affettions, ought to continue 
lina ftate of fufpence, waiting for the mirack- 


lous Influence of the H. Ghoft. 
REFUTATION. 


God is not only pleafed with all his own 
every thing that is done by us, gts as see 
with the help of his Grace: ty ugaj oh ve 
therefore our Contempiation jyych of this 
will befo much themore per- frrain. will . be 


| feét,; the lefs inactive.we our found in all the 


felves are: providgd that the Writings of the 
Contemplative perfon does _Myfticks. 
not fuffer himfelt to be carried away by an 


fenfible Objeét ; for by that he would fall 


from that State, and become as Lot’s Wife, 


who was ftopt fhort, becaufe the looked be- 








hind her? It is then a rafhnefs to keep our 
felves in an unactive flate, and in it to look 
for the miraculous Influence of the H. Ghoft: 
For all that are in the Prayer of Qutetne/s; 
muft not expec to be led into this Paflive 


| State; fince they have notaCondignity fute- 
F 2 able 
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abte to thofe Gifts: Tho: fometimes the 
H. Ghoft does penetrate the Souls of thofe 
who are in this prayer of inward aftection, 
but this is the effect of a particular Grace: 
T addagainft the firft branch of this Article 
that the Quietifts fay inthe 12th Article, that 
Meditation is ofnomerit in the fight of God, 
becaufe it does not. look at him with the 
Light of Faith ; from which 1 infer, 
that an AG formed by the Power. of Faith, 
is meritorious before God , and by conte- 
quence , it is pure and acceptable to him. 
XVIL ERROR. 

Thofe who have arrived at the State of 
Contemplation , and the Prayer of inward 
Ouietnefs, being Religious Perfons, or being 
under the Authority of Parents, or any other 


fuperiours, are not bound to obferve their Rules, 


or to obey their Superiours, whtle they are i 
Contemplation , left that Ipterrupt 1. 
REFUTATION. 
‘ Altho: Contemplation is an Act of high 
Perfection ,° yétfince itis not 
This the Quietifts commandedby God, itmay 
deny, asan Imputa- be interrupted without fin: 
tion caf} upon them. 244 {ince Obedience to Pa- 
rents and fuperiours, is commanded by God, 
that ought to take place, and even Contem- 
plation ought to be difcontinued in order te 
wt. And therefore confidering the Order that 
God has {etled, that Obedience ought to be 
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| 
| preferred to Contemplation , tho the latteris 
vas to its objective Perfection much more vas 
Juable than the former. 
ae | XVII. Error. 
Contemplative perfons ought to diveft thenz= 
felves of all affections toall 
things: they ought to reject 





All the My flicks, 


‘ | be delpife all Gods gifts and in particular 


Sr. Philip Nerius 
¢ 3 
and favours , ‘and to jérip Laver Gameedans 


themfelves ofallinclinations things that. fee- 
even for vertue tt felf; and in med ridiculous & 
order to this totall abnega- abiurd , as the 
tion of all things and that highett excerciles 

h of Mortification 
they may live better within A 

and Humility, 

themfelves , they ought even 








‘to dothat which is contrary to Mode(ty and dea 
cency ; provided that it be not exprefly contrary 
to fome of theten Commandments. 
Resi Fy wer AAD Lio. Ne 
When God favours Contemplative Perfons 
fo far, as to communicate any of hisblef- 
‘fings to them, thefe things ought not to 
be defpifed , but to be confidered as Fa- 
vours that. tendboth to beautify the Soul, 
and to fortify her in the exercife of Ver- 
tue: fo that tho Contemplative Perfons 
ought not to be lifted up with them, 
yet they ought to value them highly ,. and 
to make ufe of them with all Humility of 
Spirit: and fince God confiders Decency as a 
fort of Goodnefs , Contemplative perfons 


~ 


EF 2 ought 
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Ought tobe decent inall things: for God has’ 
not by any fpecial Decree exempted them) 
from the Rules of Reafon, upon which all) 
the Modeffy and decency of Life is foun- 
ded. ) py ih) 
XIX. \E\R R ORe 
Contemplative Perfons are {ubjett to violent 
*  " Commotions, by which they lofe | 
This the Quie- the exercife of the Freedom of 
tiltsrejeCt'asa shegy Will. Sothattho they may 
Senn eh fall into moft grievous Sins, as 
juftly odiousto 29 the exteriour Alt, yet they 
allthe world do not atall fininwardly: Aud) 
fo they are not bound to confefs 
that which they have done, All thisis proved \ 
by the example of Job, who thohenot only faid 
things that were very Injurious to his Neigh- 
bour , but had blafphemed God moft Impioully , 
yet he did not finin allthis: becaufeall was done 
bythe Violence of the Devill.In order to the judg- 
ing of thefe Violences, neither the Learning of 
the Schoolmen or of the Cafuzfs, 1s of any afe: | 
but a fupernatural Spirit isnecefary, which rs 
to be found in very few perfons : now thefé 
are the only Competent Iudges, who muft not 
judge of the Internal by the External; but on 
ols contrary, of the External by the Inter~ 
wal, 7 | : 
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BRE Ut A TONG | TS 
In this Article the Snake does not hide him; 


felfin the Grafs, but fhews 
himfelf very vifibly : fince by 
thisitis plain,that the Qwie- 
tifts willbe fenfual Libertines 
under the name of Spiritual 
and Contemplative Perfons. 
The Example that they 
bring of 7ob fhews clearly 
how littlethey underftand 
the Scripture. 7oddidnot 
fin outwardly , neither 
againit his Neighbour nor 


But it ts very poor- 
ly refuted,certainly 
Job {aid many 
very hard things, 
which God who 
knew the fincerity 
of bis heart, and 
the flvength of bis 
temtations, did not 
lay to his charge. 


asainft Ged in 


what hefaid , cap.19. ver. 6.as Pineda (tom.2. 
in fob 225) has evidently proved from the 
iteral fente of the words: he did not finagainft 
his Neighbour, as appears by the Expofitions 
of the Holy Fathers , trom whom we are to 
learn the true fenfe of the Scriptures, And 
toend this matter inafew words, that Grace 


with which Godafiifts us atall times, is fuch, 


that we co-operating with it , may over- 
come all the Temtations of our Enemies. And 
Chrift has faid to all inthe perfon of S. Pax/, 


My Graceis fufficient for thee: theteforea Con- 


templative Perfon cannot be pufhed on by any 


violence orneceffity whatfoever, toany Ex= 


ternal Act of Sin. 
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{tisnor eafieto judge whether thele Artz- 
éles arefaithfully drawn out, or truly, repre- 
fented : for it is probable, that AZalice has a 
large thare in fome of them , chiefly in this Jaft, 
which leads to down-right Libertinage; tho 
others haverather fufpected, that all tended 
toan Elevated Deifm: yet it is certain,’ that 
if there is much Poifon in thefe Arzzeles, the 
Antidote of the Cenfure is fo feeble, that it 
cannot havea ftrong Operation; anditfhews 
how little the Scriprure and true Divinity is 
underitoodat ‘Rome, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


y N the former Letter, I told youallthat I 
# could learn of this matter, during my flay. 
at Rome, but having left itin /#/y,1 prevailed 
with one to give me an account of the Con- 
clufion of this Affair, of which I fend you a 
Copy: for tho. I know all the Gazettes of 
Europe will be tull of the Decifion and end 
that is believed to be put tothe bufinefs of 
Quietifm , yet you know too well, how 
little one ought to depend on fuch Relations: 
allthe newes of this matter, will either be 
that which is writ by the direction of the 
Inguifition, or by the Strangers that are there, 
and pick up fuch things as they find among 
the Romans, who are ever true to the old 
| | Cha- 
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Gharaéter that Puvenal gave of that City, 
Sequitur fortunam, ut femper, © odit 
Damnator. . 

Therefore [ will give you an account of 
this buGinefs, on which you may depend, in the 
words of aLetter-writ me from Rome. 

Now this great Affair, upon which men 
have fo long Jookr with fo much expectation, 
ig at anend: and a party that was believed to 
be a Million ftrong, isnow either quite extin- 
guitht, or at leaft opprefled with a great deal 
of Infamy ; and Mr: Jfolinos, who ‘has lived 
above twenty yearsinthis City, inthe higheft 
Reputation poflible , is now as much hated 
as ever he was admired: he isnot only confi- 
dered as aCondemned ,andan Abjured Here- 
tick, bathe is faid to have been convicted of 
miich Hypocrify, and of a very lewd courfe 
6f life; which is fo firmly believed by the 

Romans, that he was treated by them on the 
day of his Abjuration, with all poffible In- 
dignities ; but the peopleas they fhewed their 
affections tohim, by their criesof Fire, Fire, 
fo were ready to have facrificed him to their 
fage, if he had notbeen well defended by the 
Sbiri and Guards that were about him. And 
it would be acrime enough at prefent, tore- 
commend aman tothe care of the Jngusjitors, 
if he fhould feem to doubr either of his Here- 
fy, or of the Scandals of his life, All the 
party is extreamly funk : Cardinal Petruces 
et F 5 himfelf 
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himfelf livesin Rome.as if he wercina defert; 
for no Body goes tovifit him, and he ftirs as 
litle abroad: ‘nor is. it thought that he will 
efcape: there are four fent by the Zuguifition 
to his Diocefs of eff to examin his beha- 
viour there: thereis alfo a difcourfe, that has 


lately appeared at Rome,that was fecretly prin- 


ted, of which heisf{ufpected to be the Author, 
which is an Apology for Ouzetifm, that gives 
great offence. It is faid, thatthe Jegusfrors 


had full proofs againft AZo/inos, by fourteen 


Witneffes; of whomeight indeed came and 
offered their Depofitions of their ownaccord, 


and the other fix were forced to declare the 


truth, which raifes the Credit of their Tefti- 
mony: fincehis Abjuration.,, it is faid that ma- 
ny of his Followers have abjured in private, 


and that befides the Prifoners that arein their 
hands, great numbers come in every day to. 
accufe themfelves, andto offer themfelvesto 


pennance , thefe are all very gently difmiffed 
by the Jzguifitors, whoare now as muchcen- 
fured by the Romans tor their exceffive mild. 
nefs, as ever they have.been blamed by others 
for their rigour: and thofe fecret Abjurations 
are believed to be all the Severity that they 
will practife on this Occafion ; for icis {aid that 
even F. Appiani the fefuite will be abjured in 


fecret; tho feme fay, he is madd, others that 


he is become deaf and dumb, and nota few 
believe that he is dead ; fo uncertain are all 


Reports 
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Reports at prefent.In a word,the hatred of the 
prefent Pontificate appears very vifibly upon 
this Occafion: ,the People affecting to fhew a 
very extraordinary rage again{t a perfon, anda 
party,that has been fo muth favoured and fup- 
ported by the Pope : fo that this matter comes 
clearly home to him, and wounds his Repu 
tation extreamly;all this raifes the credit ofthe 
Jefuites, who value themfelves upon the zeal 
and the condué of their Soctety upon this Oc- 
cafion, All the Popes Enemies, the /e/uites, 
the French Party , and the body of the People, 
that are Malecontented and weary of him, 
and his long and dull Reign, thew the Plea- 
fure they have in aggravating this matter a- 
gainft him: they fay, this is the firit time 
that ever.any Herefy made Rome its Seat, 
where it choofed to neftle it felf; bur it 1s 
yet more ftrange, that it fhould have conti- 
nued there abovetwenty years, notwithitand- 
ing all that multitude of Spyes that the /nguz- 
fition has every where; that the Popefhould 
have fhut his Ears again{t all Complaints, 
fo that this Doétrine had gained fogreat Au- 
thority , that thofe who attacktit, pafled for 
Hereticks , or Calumniators at leait ,and that 
evenafter all the Difcoveries that have been 
made, that the Pope was known to favour 
Molinos {ecretly,and was fo hardly brought at 
laft to confent tothe Gondemnatioa,in which 


it is faid, that nothing prevailed on him till 
| ; es the 
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the Cardinal's informed him: of the Scandals 
of Adolinos’s Life, that were proved: this 
was indeed a matter that could fall within the 
Popes underftanding ; for the points of Do- 
&rine are believed to be aboveit. All thefe 
things cancur to increafe the Contempt un- 
der which the prefent Pontificate lies; yetas 


for thofe Scandals of AZolinos’s life, I donot 


them, and think they are only Impottures 
civen out tocrender him odious; for if they 
had been true, and well proved, it is faid, 
thatthe (enfure would have been feverer; for 
a perpetual Zmprifanment , andthe faying his 
Credo, andthe fourth part of the Rofary every 
day, are mild Punifhments, if he is found 
ro have been fo flagitious a man ,-and fo vile 
a Hypocrite, as is given out. His own Be- 
haviour at the A4inerva did not look, either 
like a Man, that was much confounded with 
the Difcoveries that had been made , or that 
was very Penitent for them, or for his Here/y; 
fo that the Mildnefs of the Cenfwre, toa Man 
that fhewed fo little humility or repentance, 
feems to flow rather from the Detectivenels 
of the Proofs, than from the gentlenefs of the 
Tribunal. Uconfefs, 1 wasnot a Witnefs to 
what pafled in the Minerva ; foras I. would 
not venture in the Crowd, fo both Money 
and Favour was neceflary to accommodate a 
man well on that occafion, where not only 


know what tobelieve: many will not believe . 
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Concerning the QUIETISTS. = 93 
a general Curiofity brought a vaft confluence 
of People together, tofee the iflue of a Bufi- 
nefs that has beem fo long in fufpence, buta 
particular Devotion: forthe Pope had granted 
a General Indulgence to all that thould aflift in, 
that, Solemnity: but J will give you the ac- 
count as I hadit from Eye-witnefles, Molz- 
nos was well drefled, new trimm/’d, in his 
Prieftly Habit, withacheerful Countenance, 
that as was faid by his Enemies, had all the 
Charmes on it, that were neceflary to re- 
commend him to the fair Sex.He was brought 
from Prifon in an open Coach , one Domint- 
caw being with him. init... He was at arit 
placed forfome time in one of the Corridor: of 
the Minerva:he looked about him very freely, 
and returned all the Salutes that were made 
him': and all that he was heard fay, was, 
Thatthey faw aman that was defamed, but that 
was Penitent (Infamato ma Pentito.) After 
that he was carried to dinner, where he was 
well treated, that. being to be his laft good 
Dinner. After Dinner, he wasbroughtinte 
the Church, as ina Triumph, carried onthe 
fhoulders of the Sdirz inan open Chair : when 
he was brought tohis place, ashe made his 
Reverence very devoutly tothe Cardinals, fo 
there was no thew of Fear or of Shame, in 
his whole Deportment, He was chained, and 
a Wax Light was putin hishand, whiletwo 


{trong-lung’d Fryers read his Proce/s aloud, 
and 
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94 A Letter fromROME 
and care had been taken to lay matters fo, that 
asfome of the Articles wereread, all fhould 
cry Fire, Fire. When he cameback to Prefon; 
he entred into ‘his little Cell , with .great 
Tranquillity, calling it his Cadimer, and 
took leave of hisPrie/t in thefe words, ddiex 
Father, we shall meet again at the Day of fudg- 
ment, and then it will appear on which fide 
the Truth is, wherber on my fide,or on yours. So 
he was fhut up for Life. Yet after all I find 
none of the wife men here think that the 
thing is at an end ; but that the Fire which 
feems to be now extinguifhed, will break 
out with more violence; for one of his Fol- 
lowers had theboldnefS to tell the Jnguifitors 
to theirface , thar they were a Company of 
Unjuit , Cruel , and Heretical men 5 and 
compared their ‘Treatment with that which 
Chrift had inet with; and yet even he has 
e(caped upon ‘an Abjuration ,-as 1s pretended. 
The Reafons that are given for this extraor- 
dinary Gentlenefs of the J#qxi/itors, who are 
feldom accufed for erring on this fide , are 
both the Numbers of the Party, who might 
be much irritated by publick Examples, and 
alfo the great Credit that their Doéirine has 
from the ALjfical Divinity, that is autho- 
rifed by fo many Cateontfarions: for it is faid, 
that from feveral parts the Inquiftors have 
brought together above twenty thoufand of 
Molino’s Levers : whole Correfpondence 

was 
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was fo vaft, that fome give out, that the 


Poff of the Letters, that were brought him the 
day in which he was feifed on, rife to twenty 
Crowns. And I heard a Divine of Rome con- 
fefs,that they have fuch Authorities for mot of 
their Tenets, that they will never be’beat out 
of them , by the force of their School Divinity, 
therefore he thoughtit was neceflary to con- 
demn them by a formal Sentence, in which 
the Authority of the Church was to be inter- 
pofed. Moft of the condemned Articles are 
nothing but an Invidious Aggravating of 
the Doétrine of Predeffination and Grace EL. 
ficacious of it felf,; and of Immediat In{pira- 
tion: for all the hard Confequences that are 
pretended to be drawn, either from the one 
or the other of thefe Opinions, are all turned 
into fo many -4rtieles, -andcondemned as {6 
many Impious Doétrines$ but you will be 
better able tojudge of thismatterwhen you 
fee all that the Jngusftors wall think fit to 
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A SECOND’ 
Lee ee ae 
Writ from : 


ROME; 


Containing fome Particulars, relating 
to the 


INQUISITION:. 


ot IS RS 

oe m Y laft to you, together with the 

Mf, Advertifement which was fent nte 

AY § from Rome, related wholly to the 

slime Y tie Affairs of the Qxieti/ts; but be- 

caufe I know your Curiofity will perhaps go 
“further, and that you expect fuch Obfervatzons 
from me, as you fancy me capable to make, 
in a Countrey where I have now made folong 

aftay, that it ismy own fault, if Ihave not 


beenable to fee a little further than Common 
| | Tras 
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Travellers do, therefore I will try what I 
can fay that may pleafe you. 

Lam; asyouknow,noSearcherinto Manus 
fertpts, or the Curiofities of Libraries, nor 
can [bring my felf tofodrya ftudy as is that 
of Medals, or Infcriptions. I had rather be 
beholding to the Labours of others, for the 
Difcoveries they have made in thofe mat~ 
ters, than wear out my Eyes and fpend my 
Time inthe reading and Deciphering thofe 
Remains of Antiquity, I love allthat knows 
ledg , which, with how much difficulty foe- 
ver it may be acquired, feeds the mind with 
fome ufeful Ideas: but as forthat knowledg 
which carrys one no further, thenthatfuch 
a Word,or tuch a Hierogliphick fignified fuch 
athing , and that gives the mind no matter to 
work on, and raijesno game at whichit may 
fly, it has not charm enough to work on {o 
Jafy a man as lam. I confets, my ftudies, and 
my way of liife would have carried me:more 
naturally into matters of Religion, or into 
the Politicks: but as to the former, Italy is 
not a Country; where a man cither can or 
dare reafon upon thefe Subje&s: for their 
Ignorance is {uch, that no man can profit 
much by their converfation on thofe heads : 
befides that, itis not fafe to doit. The Za- 
lians are too wellbred, to attack a man ‘ot 
that Argument; and they know their own 
ignorance fo well, andhave fohigh an Opi- 
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nion of the Learuing of the Hereticks,that they 
are fure never to provoke any of them: and 
he were avery bold and-Indifcreetman, that 
wouldbegin the dipute with them: fo after 
all, Mewes and Polticks is all that Remains, 
and you know: Lam idle enough beth to 


- think and totalk of thefe upon occafion > yet 


E-mutt confefs, that I find fo many of my 
Reflections in Dr. Burnets Letters, that I have 
got fent mefrom Leghorn, that if I had not 
feen thefe , [had very likely writ you a great 
many of thofe that are already fet out by 
him , with fo much advantage, that I findthe 
beft part ofialk my Obfervations are already 
made by abetter Pen :but I, who have as great 
an Averfion from copying, ashe fayshe has; 
will avoid thefaying any one thing that I find 
inhis Letters sand will only {peak of thofe 
Places that he did not fee, or of thofe matters 
whichhehad not time enough to enquire af- 
ter, orto obferve; and fince the former Le¢#- 
ter, contained {uch a long and ferious recital 
ofamatter, that ifit fixed your attention , yet 
muft have wearied it, I willnow divert you 
alittle, with fome Storys, that will be more 
apreeable; and then I will return to more {e« 
rious Szbjeés. I will begin with fome relating 
to the Inguifition, Iteld you im my former 
Letter, of a great many Prifoners inthe Jn- 
quifition, butamong all the Prefoners that are 
there, none will {urprife you fo much as 
7 | when 
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when I tell you that there isa Cruxifix kept 
there , which is called, ovr Saviour in the In- 
guifition: when this was firfttold me, I durft 
not fpeak out that which naturally occur 
red tomy thoughts, which was, that our Sas 
viour and the Truth of his Gofpel, wasindeed 
shut up with fo much feverity by the Juqusf- 
tors, thatit wasno wonder if he were récko- 
nedamong-the Prifoners ofthat fevere Court. 
But this ftory islefs ferious,and more Comical. 

Youknowthat in all the bigotted Towns, 
the people are forted in feveral Fraternitses, 
and every one of thefe; has their peculiar 
Churches, éAltars, Images and Relicks, to 
which they pay a more extraordinary devo- 
tion: fo there was one in Florence , among 
whofe favourite Images a Crucifix hapned to 
be one : a Woman (that hada fair Danghter) 
fell fick? andas ‘fhe had payed many Devo- 
tions to that Image’, fo ihe came to fancy, 
that in her fickneis fhe had the Returns of 
very extraordinary Favours from it. The 
truth of the matter was; that one who hada 
mind to have’ frequent accefs to her Daxgh- 
ter 5 made a shift’to deceive the poor /ck. 
Woman: for he appeared in fuch a difguite 
to her , that fhe believed it was the Jmage 
that came to comfort her. And that which 
was the moft acceptable part of the Impo- - 
fture was 3 that the Impoffor knew by her 


Daughters means, every thing that she wan- 
¢ 2, ted 5 
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ted, and took care to provide it for her, 
fo that at every vifir that he made her, he 
brought along with him , all thethings that 
fhe needed: this was fenfible ; {othe credulous 
Woman believed all this came from her be- 
loved Image: andihe was now as gratefull as 
the had been before devout :. fhetoldall that 
came to fee her; how careful and bountiful 
that mage was to, her: and .fhewed them 
how well the was fupplied by it. Infhort, 
this came to be generally believed : for when 
the leaft ftory ot this kind. gets vent, and 1s 
wellreceived by the Priefs, the People run 
in fo headlong to it, that it would pafs tor 
a Crime capable enough of ruining one inthe 
Spirit of the Jugusitors, to. feem.to doubt 
ofit; but much more it one ftudiedto unde- 
ceive others: therefore things of this nature 
kindle the minds of afuperftitious. multitude 
fo quick, thatin.a few days,-a whole Town 
will feem as it was out of its Wits: which 
appeared fignally on. this occafion at Florence: 
for now the whole 7owz.entred into this Fra- 
ternity. The Great Duke himfelf came into 
the number, andall were ftudying what new 
Honours fhould be-doneto an Jmage. that had 
been fo kind to one ofits Worshippers. Butfome 
that were wifer than the reft, {aw thro the 


,Cheat, and Informed P. Janocent the 10th. of 


it, who was refolved to putaftop to the cur- 
rent of this Superfition: yet he faw.it wasne« 
ceflary 
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ceflary to do it with fome addrefs: Ic fell our 
tobe the year of /bily 1650. fothe Pope writ 
to Florence, thathehad heard of the Atiracles 
ofthat Jmage, to whichhe defired earnettly to 
dohis own Devotions, therfore he intreated 
them tobring it to Rome; that fo the Image 
might have the addrefles of allthe Pilgrims , as 
wellashis own made to it. Upon this the 
more bigotted of the Fraternity, would needs 
accompany the Charitable /mage : fo they 
carried it in Proceffion to Rome: and did not 
doubt but that the Pope and Cardsnalls with 
the Clergy of Rome would havecome out in Pro- 
ceffiento meer themand their /mage: The fur- 

rife was nodoubt very great, when inftead of 


all this, they found a Company of Siri itay- 


ing for them at the Porta dell Pople; who 
took their Jwageftrom them, and carried it 
away to the Lngus/itzon ; and fent them away 
nor alittle mortified at the Difgrace , that 
had befallen their Cracifix, who has been 
ever fincea Prifonerin the /nguz/ition. 

A was told of another P7sfoner there of a 
later date, but mot much unlike this. You 
know the legend of the Plagse that was in 
Rome, as\remember inS. Gregory the great s 
time, that was ftopt by an Angel, that as was 

retended came down, and itood over that 
Caftle, which wasformerly called Afoles Ha- 
driani, buthascarried the name of Caffro S: 
Aageloeverfince. The Fryers of dra Cals had 
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got.a Stone, upon which there was an Im- 
preflion like the print ofa Foor: fo they had. 
put this in fome part of their Church, and 
gaveit out that this print was made by the 
Foot of that Angel; tho one canhardlyima- | 
gine how they fancied that an Angel treads fo 
hard. This Stone had many Devotions payed 
it. The learned Sigt Pietro Belloré, who 1s 
without difpute the beft Autiquary in Kome, 
being once in that Chappel at his Devotions ; 
obferved a great many praying about this 
Stone, and kifling it with great Refpect and 
Affection; fohecame to look upon it, and 
having examined it carefully , he faw clear- 
ly it was a fragment of a Statue of the Goddefs 
ifiss the Greek Characters were legible, and 
many things concurred to make aman of his 
Learning and Exactnefs conclude, that the 
Devotions were mis-applied that were payed 
it; fo he went to one of the Fathers of the 
Aoufe, andacquainted him with his Obferva- 
tion : and wished that they would remove 
that miftaken Obje& of Wortfhip, left fome 
ofthe learned Hereticks that pafled thro Rome, |_| 
might difcover and reproach the (burch with | 
it. But the Fathers of the Houfée found their 
account in this matter, fo they were fo far 
from following his good Advice, that they 
a{perfed him that had given it, foastoaccute 
him of Impiety for diverting the Devotions 
of the people: the Imputation was apt aah 
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_ far that hewas brought before the Inquifition 
wh toclear himfelf, which he did fo fully, that 
| he not only got fafe out of their hands', but 
th which was more, he convinced them that he 
| was inthe right: fo the Stone was removed, 
4s | and keeps the Crucifix company in the Jaques 
payed fition. 
But by thefe two Storys, you will perhaps i 


0 is 
Rum, imagin that I defign to beget in youa good 
tons; Opinion of that Coart; but I will now tell i 
“is | youanother, that will foon bring you back ; 
and} £0 your,old thoughts of that Tribunal. Burrhe Me ‘a 
ni | isa man fo famous inthe World, thatone’ ~. 


by GUM 

a | that has looked into Natural Phelofophy and 
dels Chimiftry, could not be long in Rome with- 
vand out making an acquaimtance with him: ‘but 
to tell, you truth , I neither found him to 








+ the be fo great a Chimi/t as he fancies himfelf to 

ned be, nor fo greata Heretick as the Inguifitors A 
fhe havemade him. I tell you this the more par- } 
tite ticularly, that you: may upon it judge how i! 
a“ far you are to believe the account that the is 
ome Inguifitors may give of their proceedings a- i 
ih gainft Aolinos : ince you may concludefrom fh 
with what was done to the ove, what may be ex- i 
eit pected in all’cafes: that are brought before V4 
fo far them, Burrhi’s Story is in fhortthis; -He isa a 
Hey Gentleman of the AGHanefe , who was born i 
cule to. an Eftateof Sooo. Crowns a year : In his i 
‘ons youth he had travelled, and had get into his a 
4 head the Notions of the New Philofopby and i 
| G 4. of ia 
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of Chimiftry: fo at his return to A4ilan, he 
began to propogate the pew Philofophy, and 
to torm a Conference upon thofe matters: 
the Prie/fs it feems fufpected , that there might 
be fomewhat under this , {o he was put in 
the Jaquifition, but nothing could be made 
out againit him, he was let out: after that 
he went and ftayd for fome years in Germany 
and Holland , and it is very probable that he 
might have exprefled himfelf concerning the 
Courts of Inqusfition, as aman that had no 
great opinion either of their Juftice, or of 
their Mercy. And as he has gone into all the 
high pretenfions of the Chimz/ts, fo itis pro- 


bable enough that he has talked of matters. 


of Religion in that Myfterious unintelligible 
fargon , that is ufed almoit by all the men 
that are of the higheft Elevation of Chimiftry , 
but chiefly by Paracelfus and Van Helmont. 
In fhort, {ome Accufations were given in to 


the Inguifitors again{t him, who complained. 


of him to the Emperour,and had fo much cre- 


dit in his Cowrz that he {trained his power to 


the utmoft, and feifed on him ,. and fent him 
to Italy, where thofe good Fathers were re- 


folved not to give him a fecond occafion of. 


boafting, that +he had got fafe out. of their 
hands: ftrange things were objected to him; 
and as is pretended, they were proved againit 
him; as thatthe B. Virgin was God equal with 
the Son; and thatthe H. Ghoft wasincarnate in 


hers 
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her, as well asthe Eternal Word was in bey 
Son: that thethree Perfons in the Trinity were 
the firit, the fecond, and the third Heavens: 
that the Son was from all Eternity difcontented 
with the Father, for not making him equal ta 
him: that the Confecrated Hofty had in it the 
Body of the Mother as well asthat of the Son- 
and that the putting the pieces of it together in 
the Chalice , demonftrated the Union between 
the Mother and the Son. Thefe Opinions were 
all proved againft him: tho he protetts thar 
he never thought of them, yet he wasforced 
toabjure them inthe year 1668., and was up- 
on that condemned to perpetual Imprifon. 
ment; he continued in the Prifon of the Jy- 
quifitson, till within thefe five or fix years, 
that the Duke @’ Effrees being fick , procured 
an Order for having Burrhi to come and treat 
him; and in gratitude to Barrh:, whocured 
him, he got his Prifon changed to the Caftle 
St. Angelo: where he now entertains himfelf 
with Chimical Proceffes. It is indeed very 
probable, that he had provoked the Ingus/fition, 
by {peaking feverely and reproachfully of 
them, and this was all his Crime, unlefs an- 
other Article againfthim might be his Eftate; 
for of his 80q0. Crowns a year, there is but 
3000. left him; for the good Farhers have 
had the Charity to take sooo. to themfelves- 
and his 3coo. is fo eat up by them , thro whofe 
hands ic comes tohim, thathe hasnor 1 soo. 
| G 5 Crowns 
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Crowus a year payedhim: and from this you 


may fee what credit you ought to'give to the 
Proceffes, the Articles , and the Abjurations 
that are made before that Court. . 

If inftead of that Zeal which animates 
them againtt Here/y, they would purge their 
own Church of thofe Diforders , which they 
themfelves acknowledg to be corruptions, 
they would fooner bring themfelves again in- 
tocredit. The fcandalous Pzétzres that arein 
many Churches of ftaly, are things that might 
deferve their care, if they wouldtturn it to 
that hand. Is it not a fhameful thing, that 
therehasnot beena great Majer in Painting 
who has not put that Complement on: his 


Miftrefi, as to painther for the Virgin? fo 


that the moft celebrated Madonna’s of Ital 
are known tohavebeenthe AZifreffes of the 
Great Painters. The Poffures ,the Looks,and 
the Nakedne/s of many of the Church-pieces, 
are Monftrous Indecent things. ‘The great 
defign of the (upulo at Florence, isfuch a Re- 
prefentation of Vice, that allthat can. be pre- 
fented by a defiled Imagination, comes fhort 
of whatisto befeenthere: and tho the Serzp- 
ture {peaks but of one Apparition of the Holy 
Ghoft in the fhape of a Dove; one thall find 
this Dove on the Head, at the Ear, and the 
Mouth of I know not how many of their 
Saints; and as one finds inmany Pieces, that 
their AZafters have refolved to perpetuate 
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their own Amours in them, fo Amours are 
every day managed by the fame methods: for 
while I was at Rome ,1 difcovered an Intrigue 
betweena Fryer anda Nun , by two Pitiures, 
that were drawn for them : the Fryer was 
drawn as a S.-Authony, and the Nun as aS, 
Katherine of Siena: thefe they were to ex- 
change, and fo to feed their paffion under this 
difguife of Devotion. 7 

But to return to Indecent Piiteres, there 
is nothing’ more f{candalous , than the many 


various Reprefentations of the Trinsty, which 


muft needs give to all Jews and Aahometans 
as well as to us, that pafs for Hererickr, a 
ftrange horror to.a Religion that fuffers thofe 
odious Refemblances , that give fuch grofs 
Ideas of the Deity, and of the Triity : and 
that which is yet the moft {Candalous part of 
thofe Piftures , is thatthe Reprefentation of 
Godthe Father is often diverfified according to 
the caprice of the Painter; and heisto be teen 
in the Habits of the feveral Orders of that 
Church and indeed both Features, Hair, Ha- 
bit, and Poftures, have all the diverfity in 
them that isneceflary to feed an Jdolatry, that 
isas Extravagantas itis grofs. 

The Piéture of the B. Virgin, withthe Or- 
der of the Capuchins under her Petticoat, 1s 
not very apt to raife Chaft Idea’s in thofe who 
look uponit. In fhort, whereas the Rule of 
the Antient Architetture of Churches, was 
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below and dark , which was thoughtthe moft 
proper, for the Recolleétion of a man’s Fa- 
culties, and by confequence for Devotion, is, 
now quite altered: and great Cupulos with a 
vaft lurimation, are neceflary to fhew the 
Beauty of thofe rich Pieces, which would be. 
loin Charches built as dark as the Antient 

Ones were. 

I confefs, thofe Pictures are charming 
things, if they were any where elfe than in 
Churches: but thepleafure they give, does fo 
poffeisa man that begins to, underftand them, 
that it will kindleany thoughts in him, fooner 
than devout ones. I will not here let my 
Pen carry me into a Subject that muft needs 
fet allmy thoughts on fire; and {peak of the 
reat Pieces of Pasnting that are in Jtaly, and 
of the many AZsfeers that it produced in the 
laft Age: who as they were {uch Extraordi- 
nary men, fo they lived within the Compafs of 
one Age; as if the Perfeétion in that amafing 
Art had been to dye withthem, as wellas it 
was born with them ; this, [fay ,would make 
one think, that there are Revolutions and 
Afpects in the Heavens thatare favorable or 
crofs to Arts or Sciences: and that then, the 
moft favourable Afpect for Painting that ever 
was, produced thofe aftonishing perfor- 
mances. Forthothe great decay of Learning 
that is every where, may be. reafonably e- 


nough refolved in this, that whereas in the 
laft. 
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laft Age many great Princes were either Learn- 
ed themfelves 5 or at leaft they made ita 
Maxim to protect and encourage Learning; 
but this having at-laft grown to an excefsof 
Rudenefs and Pedantry , and Princesbeco- 
ming generallyextream Ignorant, it came to 
pafstor apiece of breeding, to fay nothing that 
was beyond their pitch, or that feemed to 


‘reproach their Ignorance : and thofe who 


could not hide their Learning , were called 
Pedants: and pedantry was reprefented fo 
odious, that Ignorance being the lafieft as 
well as the fureft way to ‘avoidthis,all men 
took that very naturally; and when other 
methods are as effectual to raifemento the 
higheft preferments either of the Barr or of 
the Pu/pit as true Learning or réall Merit; 
few will choofe the long and tedious,and often 
themoftuncertain way, when the. End thar 
they propofe to themfelves.,. may be cer- 
tainly compafled by a more effectual andeas 
fier one. Flattery and Submiffionsarefooner 
Learned and eafier practifed by men of low 
and mean fouls , than much hard and dry 
{tudy: thus, I fay, the decay of Learning is 
very eafilyaccounted for, in the 4gein which 
welive : but as tor the Art of Pasting , it 
is {till in fuch efteem, and great pieces go 
{till at fuch vaft rates, that.if the Genitis 


vand capacity for it werenot loft., there is 


smcouragment enough ftill to fet it a going: 
but 
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but I leave this fubject not without putting 
fome conftraint onmy felf; for who can think 
offuch Wonderful men as Correge, Michael 
Angelo, Raphael, Paulo Veronefe, Inlio Ro- 
mano, Carrache, Palma, Titian and Tintoret, 
without feeling a concern at every time that 
he reflects on the Wonders of their pencils: 
St. Lukes pretended work, and even the{up- 
pofed performances of Angels, are fad things 
fet near theirpzeces. One, whofe thoughtsare 
fullofthe Wonders of that Art; that are to 
befeenin Florence; goesintothe Anuunciata, 
and fees not without. Indignation, thatado- 
red pitture of the Virgin, which, as the fond 
eople there believe, was finished by an 4n- 
gel, while the Paznter that was working at it, 
and that could not animate it as he defired, 
fellafleep ; who as foon as he awaked, faw 
his piece finished. ‘This fi€tion ofthepainters, 
toraife the credit ofhispztture, is fo well be= 
lieved’at Florence ;. that the presents made to 
enrich the ¢4lzarand Chappel, where it ftands, 
areInvaluable:& yetatter all,the Angel’s work 


is ftillno better than the common painting of 


that time: and that Angelpainter , was buta 
bungler if compared; tothe great Mafters. In 
awords what canbe thought of humane na- 
ture, whenin forefined aplace as Florence 5 
fo courfe an Impofture has been able to 
draw to it , fuch an Ineftimable ftock of 
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| 
Wty | TAU thefe things are fo many digreffions 
t think | from my main fubject, which was, to shew 
Miche » you how much matter the Zngnifrors might 
”k. | find ,ifthey would ufeany exaétnefs in redref- 
nore, fing thofe Abufes which they themfelves will 
that | motdefend in commonconverfation: and yet 
cls: | thothe imalleftthing, that feemseven at the 
uy | greateft diftance to go againittheir Intereft, | 
tings | aslooktafter with a very watchful care; yet i 
ise | the groffeft of all Impoftures, that proves i 
tet) | profitable to them, is much encouraged by | 
wt, | them. 
talo- The fable of Loretto, isfoblack and ori- 
find | diculous a piece of Impofture, that I never 
jn | faw a manoffenfe , thatcared toenter upon 
tit, | that fabjeét. I was once in Company where 
ed, | Ttook the liberty to propofe two modeft 
aw | Exceptions to it: the one was, that about 
ners, | 200 years after the reft of the Angelical La- 
lb | bour incarying about that Cottage is preten= 
et | ded to have fallen out 5 Véncent Ferrier , 
ai, | Whom they believe a great Saint, not only 
wk | fayes nothing of its being then in Italy, but 
pof | fayesexprefly,that it wasthen in Nazareth, & 
uta | that many Adiracles were wrought about it. 
In | Antonin of Florence; whoisalfo themoft Im- 
ne | pudent Writer of Legends that ever was, fay’s 
“, | notawordofit fome Agesafter they fay that i 
o | it wasatLoretto, All the anfwer that I had HF 
of ‘| tothis was, that it was no Article of Faith, i 
but whetherit was true or falfe, the Devo- if 
tion | 
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tion ofthe People was ftill entertained by it: 
and this , they faid, wasasmuch meritorious, 
tho founded onaF able, asthe giving of Cha- 
rity to one whoisbelieveda fit objeét, butyet 
isindeeda Cheat, isacceptable to God: and 
thushe who gives upona good inward motives 
will be rewarded according to the Difpo- 
fition of his Mind, and not according to the 
Truth orFalfehood ofthe Story, that wrought 
upon him. I durftnot prefsthis matter too 
far: otherwife I would have replied, that 
how excufeable foever the Superttition of 
Tenorant People maybe, yet this does not at 
all juftify the Cheatthat the Church puts upon 
her fo eafily deluded children, The truthis; 
the Romans themfelves have not fuch ftift 
notions of all the points of Controverfy as we 
are apt to Imagine: thismakes meremember 
aconverfation that paft fome years ago, be- 
tweenan Addot & one of our Clergymen , that 
was then a Governourtoa Perfonof Quality; 
that in his Travels ftayed for fome time at 
Rome.The Abbot feeing the Governour wascon- 
Gidered asa man of Learning, defiredto be In- 
formed ofhim, what werethe Poznts in diffes 
rencebetweenthe two Churches: fo the Go- 
vernour told him, thac we had our worship 
in aknown tongue; that we gave the (up in 
the Sacrament; that we bad no Jmages, and 
did not pray to Sasnzs: allthisdid not diftur 
the Abbot, who faid, that thefe wreneonly 
~ diftes 
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different Ritesand (ceremonies , which might 
be well enough born with: when the other 
added, that we did not believe Tranfub/tan- 


| ‘tiation nor Purgatory , the Abbot faid, thefe 


were the fubtilties of the School: fo hewas 
very gentle till the Governourtoldhim, that 
we did not acknowledge the Pope; then the 
Abbot wasailon fire, and could not compre- 
hend, how men could be Chriffians , that did 
not acknowledge Chrifts Vicar,andS. Peter’s 
Succeffor: and it is very plain at Rome at this 
day , thatthey confider the Converfion of Na- 
tvons , uly asit may bring in more profit into 
the Datary Court,and raife the value of the Offi 
cesthere; tor when I feemed amafed in con- 
verfation with {ome of them , to fee {0 little 
regardhad to the Ambaffadour of England , and 
toevery thing that he propofed ; they toldme 
plainly, that perhaps the Angels in Heaven re 
joiced at the converfion of a finner upon the 
pure motives of perfect Charity, but they at 
Rome looked at other things. They faw no 
profit like tocome from Ensland; no Bulls 
were called for, and no Compofitions liketo be 
made ; ifthofe things should once appear, then 
an Ambafadour trom thence would be treated 
like the penitent Prodigal } efpecially if he 
were a little lefs governed by the fefzites, 
who were believed to have managed our 4- 
baffadoura little too abfolutely ; and here it 
will-be no unpleafant digreffion if I tell you 

oh AES a a ie.) 
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the true reafon that retarded the Promotion of 
the Cardinal @’E/?¢ folong. : 

The Pope himfelf faw what the Uncle of this 
Cardinal did at Rome, in P. ‘xAlexander the 
7thstime, uponthe bufinefs of the Cor/s, and 
the affront that was put on the Duke of Crequy, 
which made fo much noife. That Cardinal 
being thenthe Protector ot the French Nation, 
offered firft to the D. of Creqguy,.to go with 
him, accompanied with 500 Men, that he 
knew he couldraife in Rome, to the Palace of 
Dom Mario Chigi, and to fling him out at 
window: butthe D. of Creguy thinking that 
fuch a revenge went too far, the Cardinal 
himfelf went accompanied with his 500 Men 
to the Palace, and expoftulated the matter 
withthe Pope, and demanded Reparation; and 
when the Pope put it by in fome general an- 
fwers, he prett him fo hard, till the Pope threat- 
ned to puil his Cap from him, but he anfwered, 
that he would clap a Head-piece onit, to defend 
it, andthathe would never part with that, tll 
hehad pulledthe Tripple Crown from his head ; 
This was vigorous. and the Cardinal had a 
mind to perpetuate the memory of it, for he 
made himfelt be drawn with a Headpiece by 
him, hishand pointing towardsit, which I faw 
at Modena; anditis plain by their way of {pea- 
king of this matter ,that they were proud of it. 
"The prefent Pope being at that time a (ardinal, 
{aw this diforder, and fo he was refolvednever 
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earnett and repeated Initances from England, 
overcame him at laft. 


But now again [return to that from which I 


have digrefled fo often , which isthe work that 
the Inguifition might findin Jtaly, even with- 
out departing from any of their receivéd Prin- 
ciples. ‘That {candalousImpofture of the blood 
of S. /anuary at Naples,that feemsto be itm & 
dry in the Vial, and that diffolves and moves 
asit is brought near his Head,which is fo firmly 
believed by all the bigots there,mutt needsgive 
an Indignation to ail that love ‘Truth, when 
they fee {uch grofs Deceptions put upon the 
World. Iwill nottake upon me to fay how 
itis managed; but nothing is more ealy than 
the ordering of this matter may be. For if that 
Vial be filled with tin@ured liquor, the Vial 


being put in Ice and Salt , will freefe in an In- 


fant; andit being again intheair, may return 
very quickly toits former ftate, fo that there 


“1sno need ofany great skill for the conducting 


this matter: and it is fo much their Interett, 
who have the keeping of this pretended Blood, 
to keep the fecret very religioufly, that it is 
no wonder if it is not difcovered, He indeed 
who either doubts of it, or would adventure 


todifcoverit, muttrefolveto goand livefome 


were clfethan in Waples, where this pafles for 
the chief Glory, as well as the greateft blef- 
fing oftheir City: and the people there are fo 
Ji ol 2 exe 
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to raife one of that family to the Parp/e:yet the 
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extreamly credulous , & the Priefts are fo very 
Infolent, that this has appeared of late in fuch 
Inftances, that if the Viceroy of Naples, were 
not both a very extraordinary man, and mott 
exceflively efteemed and beloved there, he 
could not have ftood his ground in the Di/pute — 
which is now on foot , and of whichthoall the 
Gazettes make mention , yet I may perhaps 
tell you fome particulars, that may benew to 
you, for wasin Naples while this matter was 

in its greateft heat. | 
The bufine’s of the Ecclefiaftical Immunitzes , 
is carried fo high here, thatthe General of the 
Horfe, whoisby birth a Flemming , had almoft 
felrit to his coft; there were two under him, 
that had quarrelled, but were made Friends ; 
and one of thefe meeting the other fome days 
after that,he embraced him with all thefhewes 
of Friendship , but having a fiiletto in his hand, 
he managed it fo fatally, that under all the ap- 
pearences oftender Embraces , he killed him 
out-right, and prefently he took Sanctuary 10 
a Church, that was hard by ; the General hear- 
ing ofthis, refolved he would make an Exam- 
ple of the AZurderev: but not daring to drag — 
him out ofthe Charch, he feraSentinel to the 
Doors, reckoning that hunger would foon 
force him to come out: and tho the Prie/ts 
that belonged to the Charch, carried him in 
fomeProvifions, yetthat could not ferve him 
long. But the General was forecd to ispoacrh 
er 
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she Sentinels: for he was Informed, that an 
Excommunication was coming out againft 
him , for diftrurbing the devotions of thofe 
that wentto the Church: and he knew that if 
the Excommunication fhould be once given 
out, nobody would fo much as talk with him 
or come neat him after that: fo he would not 
run thatrifque : andthis 4/affinate had 4 fair 
occafion given him to make his efcape: this 
wasa good Effay of the Zeal forthe Jmmunity 
of places. Another fell out aboutthe fame time 
near Leghorn,in which the facrednefs of ex- 
emptedperfons was aflerted in a manner that 
was no leis fcandalous ;, a Prie/f was feifed on, 
for amoft horrid Crime, either a Rape or a 
Murder, 1do not remember which: but he 
who had no mindto be taken, defended him- 
felf; and fhot one of the Séiré., upon which the 
reft run away. So he apprehending that a 
ftronger party would be fent, that would be 
too hard tor him , went and, retired into a 
Wood, with hisFufee; and fome being fent 
PT Oo 

to find him out; he had shor fix or feven of 
them; yet afterall the facred Character was 
like to fave this execrable man; for while I 
was at Leghorn lwastoldthat an Excommuni- 
cation was coming out , againft al] thatshould 
violate the Ecclefiaftical Immunities in his 
Perfon : and no doubt the Great Deke will 
give way to this: for he is fo entirely deli- 
vered. up_ to his Priefts, and is become fo 
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exceflively {crupulous, thatto deliver himfelf 
from thofe Troubles of Confeience , which 
many things , inthe Adminiftration of the Go- 
vernment areaptto givehim, ‘hehasfound out 


an eafy receipt, which if all other Princes can: 


be brought to follow , it will be very happy for 
their AdZiniffers He thenconfiders, that the only 
fure wayto be Innocent in the Condué of Af- 
fairs,is notto know them at all: but todevolve 
them entirely on hisAZinifters,who doall,with- 
out fo much as communicating matters to him. 

But the Viceroy of Naplesis not {o very tra- 
ctablein thofe matters , as appears by thewi- 
gourwith which he has fupported the feeular 
J ribunalagain{t the Invafions of the Ecclefa- 
fitcal Court. ‘That which gave the rifetothe 
difpute, was, a fwre that was betweena Lay 
wan anda Church-man , before one-of the 
judges of Naples, who decidedan favourof 
the Layman ; upon which 1t-was:pretended, 
that this wasa Violanon of the Jmmunitzies of 
the Chuarch:{o the fudge was Excommunicateds 
Anduponit'no body would willingly appear 
before him, or fo muchas {peak to him, fo ter- 
riblea thing is that Thunder there: but the 
Viceroy has dhewed on this occafion, that firms 
ne{s that has appearedin all his. other. Actions: 
and hasalfo received Orders from Spainautho- 
rifing him tokeep his ground. ‘The 7udge is 
not only maintained inwhat he hasdone, but 
continues flillto fitonthe exch, all peopleare 
: | : forced 
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forced to bring their caufes before him: ‘& his 
Senrehcesare executed with refalution? ‘This 
Contempt put on the Ecclesiastical Cenfures 
by aMinifter of Spain,’ andata time in which 
the Popeisfom uch intheirIvrereffs, isa little 
Extraordinary. Buttheaffront that the /zce- 
rey put on an Auditor of the Nuntzo’s was 
yetmuch more provoking; for it was managed 
witha particularcare to make the Scorn very 
wounding as well asit was publick:The Nan- 
tiois believed.to do ill Offices in this matter; 
and his Axditor was knownto be aman of Lé- 
bertiessitwas foundoutzhathe went oftento 
a Bordello ;theViceroytheretore gave order to 
watch him fo carefully: ‘that the Séirz fhould 
be fure to find him in {uch circumftances, as 
fhould make his fhame very Confpicuous: fo 
he was.taken:, and. carried before the next 
fudge: the thing was laid beforehand, and the 
judgerefuling tomedlein it; the Sdirz (a fort 
of menlikeour Bailiffs ) carried him to ano- 
ther, andfo made theround of all the /udges 
in Waples; andevery one of them refufing to 
medle with the Azditor ,the Sori let him go, 
when» the matter. was made fufficiently pu- 
blick, by their carrying him about tofo man- 
ny places." The Nuutia complained of the Vito- 
Jation ofthe Rights of aPablick Minifter , €- 
{pecially of fofacred a one.But the Reparation 
that the Viceroy made, was aredoubling of 
the Affront: forhe ordered the Shire that had 
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taken the Azditor, to be carried about all 
Waples with an Infeription writ in. Capital 
Letters, both on their Breafts and on their 
Backs, mentioning the Crime. for which 
they were thus: led about, which was their 
having difturbed the INuntio’s Auditor in his 
leafures. ies has Bact | 
* Youwilleafily imagin that this was confi- 
dered at Romeasamojt outrageous Affront ; 
andindeed the Pope has carried the matter of 
the Regale in France {o very far, that it is hard 
to tell to whata degree this breach in 2 aples 
may beal{o carried: for tho the Pope is moft 
exceflively ignorant inall thofe Matters, yet 
he has another Quality, thatis the only thing 
that is great in him, andthat would indeed 
become him very well, if he hadalittlemore 
Knowledg to govern it: and that is, thar he 
és the wilfulleft man alive; and his temper is 
fearlefs enough to make him fhut his Eyes 
uponall Danger. - : \ toy, 
; It cannotbe denied, but it is the Intereft 
of the Pope, ashe isa Temporal Prince, tobe 
of thefide that isnow the weakeft ; and. that 
nieeds his {upport the moft: and therefore it 
is no wonder if he is fo favourable to the 


Crown of Spain, and the Houle of Aufria: 


but after all, his carrying the bufinefs of the 
Regale {o far, againtt fo great a King, and 
a King that:has merited fo much from that 
Church, by his zeal againft Hereticks,.is 
ae hy oii ; . ; fome- 
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| fomewhat unaccountable: After all the Ha- 
§ vock, that has been made both by Princes 
| and Popes of the true Liberties of the Church, 
| and particularly after that fhameful Bargain 
| that was made between them in the Concor- 
| date, ithasavery ill grace tofeea Pope make 
| this the fubject of fo great and fo long a Di- 
| fpute; and that the factious Clamours of a 
few ill-natured and angry Priefs, fhould 
| have been fo much confidered , as to inter- 
| rupt the good underftanding of the Courts of 
the Vatican and Verfailles. All this owed 
_ from the illopinion that the Popehad of the 
- fefaites, which being knownin France, the 

fanfenifts thought it was high time for them 

to recommend themfelves to the Coxrt of 
| Rome, in hope of mortifying the fefsites: 
yet they could not with any decency carry 


—— 


_ the Papal Authority high, after they had 
|- with fo much force both of reafon and lear- 
ning, deprefied it as they had.done: fo they 
betook themielves to the firft thing that of- 
feredit felf, that they knew would be very 
acceptable in Rome, which was the afferting 
the Liberties of the Church , and the difpu- 
tig the Kings Impofing the Rights of the 
Aegale (thatis,the mean profits of Bishopricks, 
and the Collating to Benefices without Cure, 
during the Vacancy) on the four fouthern 





amatter thatis fo well known, only I will tell 
H 7. you } 


| 
| 


Provinces of France, I will not fay more of 
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you, what a Doffor ot the Sorbon faid to me 


upon this fubject ; I found he did notbelieve® 


the Pope’s Authority more than I did my felt; 
and yet he was one of thofe thatindirectly op- 
pofed the drticles of the Clergy and thecon- 
demnation that was paft on the Bifhop of 
Strigoninm’s Cenfure of thofe Articles; for 


his Authority and Learning gavea great ‘turn | 


to that matter: fo when I feemed amafed at 
this, that a manof his Principles, had acted 
as hehad done uponthat occafion, hetoldme, 
He had no other Confideration*before him ‘in 
that matter, but to mortify the Clergy of 
France, and to. maintain the Dignity of ‘the 
Sorbon. It wasnot long fince thatinthe D1- 
{pute about /unfenixs’s matter, they” had 
made the Pope not only Jnfallible in matters 
of Right, but of Fac: and now becaufe the 
Pope was not in the Interefts of France,’ the 
difpute of Infalibility, and of the Councils 
of Conftance and Ba/fil, were again {et onfoot; 
all which would be given up, and the Pope 
would beconfidered /nfallible to morrow y if 
he were once more in theInterefts of France;& 
the C/ergy,who had neither learning norvertue, 
but made upall Defeéts, by aflavish Obfequi- 


oufnefs , would bethen as forward to magnify 
the /nfallibility,as they are now todeprefsit. 
How far the Pope will embroil himfelf in. } ‘ 
this new bufinefs of the Franchifes, Ido not 
know: he has expreffed a great fteadinefs. in 
its 
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| it; and the truth is, Romeissnow fo funk 
from what it was, and the Franchifes are fo 
confiderable a part of the City, that their 
being covered trom the Execution, both. ot 
GCiviland Criminal 7#/tice , isa mott horrible 
Diforder.: and it feems reafonable enough, 
that asin all other Courts, there is. nothing 
now under.the Ambaffadours Protection, but 
that which is within his Gates, fo the fame 
Regulation fhould be made in Rome; where 
the extent of thofe priviledged Places is very 
great: yetafterall,if the French Ambaffadour, 
that is now. on his way thither, has pofitive 
Orders to. maintain them, and has mony e- 
nough to lift men, if the matter goeson toa 
more ob{tinate-Difpute; It,will be no hard 
matter for him'toraife fuch a Revolt in Rome, 
that neither the Popes Guards,nor thofe in the 
Cattle of St. Angelo, will be able to fubdue 
it: and if this-matter goes on-fo far, the 
French will very probably cut off all Anunates, 
and find a fhorter way of granting of Bulls 
within the Kingdom. Iris faid, that whilcfome 
have reprefented the apparent Inconveniences 
of.a Rupture with France to the Pope, and 
that he was inno condition to refiftthat migh- 
ty Power: He anfwered, that he would {uf- 
fer Martyrdom in maintaining the Rights of 
St. Peter. It muft'be confefled,, that there 
was fomething in this faying that was 
more Magnanimous , than:prudent. so oe 
ee 















































ee 


Ly eeerenien 


134 A Letter from ROME, 

deed the ‘Popes way of jtreating with dm- 
baffadours , has -fomewhat in it that comes 
neerer the fimplicity of the Fifhermen , the 
more modern Politicks, His dry An{wer to 


our Ambaffadour, when he threatned him, | 


that he would leave Rome, and go back to 
England, if he were not better ufed; Lez e. 
Padrone ; Tou are Mafter of that as you pleale ; 
had anairinit that I fhould have been much 
pleafed with, ifithad fallen on any other than 
on the King’s Minifter. 

His Conduc&t of the Revenue is an unac< 
countable thing ; for if there is nota vaft 


Treafure laid wp, ora moft prodigious deal of: 
Wealth fecretly conveyed to his Family, it 1s. 


not to be imagined what has become of all 
that Revenue that he has raifed , in which the 
Income is fo vaftly difproportioned to the ex- 
pence, that the moft pryingmen donot know 


what is become of it. The War with the. 


Turks has not coft him fo muchas 1s believeds. 


on the contrary, many think that he has got 


by it; and that the Taxes which he. has laid 


onthe Clergy of Italy amount tomorethan he 


has laid out upon it: It is certain, it has not, 
coft him very much. He retrenched al] Ex- 


pencesto fo greatadegree-, that even the pu-. 


blick Charitses were leflened : forin Lent,there 
is a weekly Charity ofa /#/io, ora fix pence, 


to all the peor that come and ask it: and the 


poor commonly brought their Childyen with 





them, 
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| them, fo that they got as many Fulto’s as 
they brought Children; bur the Pope limited 
this, thatno Charity fhould be given to any 
under fuch an Age,as I remember it was be- 
low ten yearold. The Adminiftration of the 
Revenue is indeed the only thing that he un- 
derftands , and in. which he imploys all his 
thoughts : and it was believed, that the true 
Secret of the greateft number of the Cardi- 
salsinthe laft Promotion, wasthe Advantages 
that he made by the fale of the Offices which 
they held , and that fell to the Pope upon their 
Advancement; outof which it was thought 
that he gained above a Adi/lio#: and upon 
this I willtellyou, whatI have learnedcon- 
cerning the averfion that two ofthe Cardinals, 
Taiaand Ricci, exprefied to the Purpiein the 
Promotion that was made five year ago} this 
was magnified in feveral Books, that were 
printed out of /taly ,asfomewhatthat feemed 
toapproach tothe beft Agesof the Primitive 
‘Times, when men refufed to accept of fo 
great a Digwity, that brought them withina 
itep of the Szpream Elevation: butthe truth 
of this matter was, they were both men of 
Fourfeore, andnot like to live long; as they 
both died: within a year of their Preferment: 
they had very good Imployments , which 
they had bought, and which by theiraccep- 
ting the Purple were to fall into the Popes 
hands: befides that, the new Dignity was not 
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to be entred upon without a great Expence'# 
foallthis being confidered , the vertue of re- 
fufing fo chargeable a Dignity, in men that 
were more concerned for their Families, than 
for that {mall remnant of life that was betore 
them, wasnot{o very Exxtraordimary. 

But fince 1 amupon the difcourle of promo- 
ting of Cardinals, i willtell youaremarkable 


Initance of a Promotion , thatidonotremem~ —- §} 


berto havemet with inany Book; andthe Dig- 
| nity of the Perfow and ofthe Famuly defcended 
_ from him makes me think it worth the rela- 
‘ting; andthe rather becaufe I had it from no 
ordinary perfon, buttrom one of the exacteft 
(men in Kome, and whohastaken the greatett 
, pains to be well Informed in the JZodern Hi- 
" tory. I had {een feveral pictures of Clara Far- 
' “nefe,for there are more than one of them in the 


7 


( Paleffrina: fo [knowing nothing concerning 


{ 


t 


her, asked her {tory , which in {hort was this: 
that fhe was P. Paul the 24’s Szffer, andthe 
erfon to whom he owed his Cardinals Cap , 


‘and by Confequence all that followed upon it, 
: thohe rewarded herillfor it; for he poyfoned 


f 


if 


both her and his AZother , that he might have 
qlltheir Wealth; their Father was a poor 
man, that wentabout felling Saucidges and 


* fuchfort of {tuff : Clara was married young, 


- and wasfoonaWiddow; fhe wasa lovely wo~ 


man, but no Extraordinary beauty : her Bro- 
sher wasbred to Letters, and was one of thofe 
poor 
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‘in his thoughts , that he ordered one that was 


| 
| 
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| 
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| Promotion came to beinagitation , the Propo- 


t 


| 
‘} hands where he might find a Patron;when ofa 
I 
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poor Churchmen, that was looking about on all 


: 
f 


fudden hisSz/ters charms and her artifices toge- | 
ther raifed him toa height,to which he was far | 


enoughfrom pretending at that time. Ona 
great occafion Clara Farnefe was {o near P. - 
lexander the 6t, and wasfo muchin his Eye & 


about him, to enquire who fhe was,and where 


— 


— 


fhe lived : Inftrumentsupon fuch occafionsare ; 


never wanting to great: Perfons: and notwith- 


—— 


{tanding the Popes great Age, yet his Vices , 
hung ftillfo clotetohim, that he could have ° 
no quiet till (lara Farnefe was brought him. ’ 


oe her felf on this occa- 


She refolved to manag 


fion,;' and to raife her price all that was pofli-: 


ble, fo a (ardinals (ap to her Brother was 
both asked and granted : a promife of it was 
made atleaft, upon which fhe cameand atten- 
dedonthe oldleud Pope: yet when the next 


fition for Abbot Farnefe was rejected by (efar 
Borgia with fcorn; he hadnever been a {lave te 


tee 


7 


“ee 


— 


his word, and he had no mind that his Father ; 





fhould obferve it on this occafion. 
The way of a Promotion is this, the Pope 


fetles the Lift of the Cardinals , and writes , 


hand;and ina Confftory,when all other bufihefs — 
is ended,he throws down the Paper on the Ta- _ 
ble’, and fay’s to the Cardinals, babetts Fratres; © 


hres 


| downall their names in a paper with hisown | 
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youhavenow fome Brethren, One of the Se- 


. reads the Vames aloud; and the Sé:ri are at 
ie * the door, andasfoonas oneis named , theyrun 
; for it, to fee who fhall be able to carry the firft 
i ‘ newes of it to the party concerned. 

aes i Uponthis occafion,the Pope after he had .con- 
ei _ certed the Promotion with his Sox, writ down 


hue ' henfionsfor her Brother , {o fhe being to pafs 
heel , thar night with the Pope, rife when the old 
He man wastatt afleep , & tearched his Pocket, & 
A ) ' foundthe Paper, but her Brothers name was 
i ' not init:then fhe let herfelf with great careto 
Ree counterfeit the Popes band; and writ her Bre- 
, thers namethe firft in the Let: next morning 
, thekept the Pope aslong in bed as was pofli- 

ble; till word wasbrought him, thatthe Con- 
( fforywasiet, and that the Cardinals were all 
come: forthe reckoned that the lefs time that 
_ the Pope had for being dreft, there was the 
- Jefs Danger of his looking into his Paper: So 
without ever Opening it, he went into the 
Confiffory, and according to Cuftom 5 he threw 
downthe /:# on the Table: but to the great 
furprife of him , and of all that were upon his 
Secrets, the firft name that was read, was that 
of Abbot Farnefe, and it fecms the Pope 
thought it better to let the matter pafs, than 
tie , ' tofufter the true fecret of the bufinefsto break 
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cretaries upon that takes up the Paper, and } 


a + @ut. Et is wellthat che DoGtrine ofthe Inten-. 
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tion , doesnot belong to the Creation of Car- 
dinals, otherwife here was a Nullity witha 
Witnefs.. Thus begun that long courfe of 

P. Paul the thirds greatne{s, who livedabove | 
50 yearsafter this, and laid the Foundation of ; 
the Family of Parma, which he faw quite 
overthrown , his Son being aflaflinated in his 
own time; and both his Grand-children having 
revolted again{t him , which, as was believed, 


y ' precipitated his death, tho he was then Fours 
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feore. 

Butnow I returntotheprefent Pope; for I 
have writ youa very loofe fort of a Letter, all 
madeup of digreflions: His averfion to the 
Order of the Zefuttes is very vilible;for he takes 
all oceafions to mortify them ; and every thing 
that is propofed to him, thrives the worfe 
fortheirfakes, ithebelievesthey are concer- 
ned init; which was givenbyallat Rome, as 
. the true reafon ofthe cold ufage that the Ex- 
glish Ambaffadour found there. Indeed the 
Pope is not fingularin the hard thoughts that 
hehas ofthat Order: J never faw an Indiffe- 
rent man in all /taly, that was of another mind: 
they do generally look upon them as a Cove- 
| tous, Fraudulent, Intriguing, andturbulent 
) fort of people; whocannever beat quiet, un- 
lefs they reign: who are men of no Morals, 
that will ftick at nothing that may raife the 
Wealth and Power of their Order : and at 


Rome they do not ftick to fay , thatall the con- 
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cerns of the Roman Catholick Religson mutt 
needsmifearry in England , becaufe the Le/z- 
ites ave fo much in créedit there. And indeed 
the Extravagantly vain Letters that they write 
to Rome out of England , are {uch contextures 
of Legends , that ever fince I faw them, lknow 
what value I oughtto put on their Lerters that 
come from the Jndies and other remote Coun- 
treys; for when they take fo greata Liberty 
when the Falfthood is fo eafily found outs 
what muft methink of theRelarzons that come 
from places az fuch a diftance,that they may lic 


with moreaffurance &lefs hazard ofdifcovery. |}. 


The Letterthat was writ in Febraary latt 
from Liege tothe lefwires at F ribarg of which 
fo many Copies were given , thatit got to the 
Prefs at lait, wasa good Inftance ot their Va- 
nity, and of the fmall regard that they have 
to a Prince ,that hasas they give out , fo much 
forthem. Their reprefenting the King, as 
fo concerned in the Jutérefts of their Order , 
thathe efpoufed them all as if they were his 
own, that he was now becoine a Son of the 
Society, andthathe was received irito a com- 
munication of the Merits ofthe Order, ( tho 
afharein their Treaiure upon Earth were a 
much moreconfiderable thing, than of their 
Trea(ure that is Invifible,) Their fetting out. 
the Kings Zeal tortheir Religion in {uch high 
terms , thatthey fay he is refolved to die a 
eMartyr ratheg thannot to {ucceed in his de- 

fign 
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fign of changing the ‘Religion , and converting 
the Nation: andthisat atime when the King 
was declaring himfelf fo much for Liberty of 
Confccence: and their afarming that the King 
isbecome bigottedtofohigha.degree, as to 
refufe rofuffera Prief to kneel down and do 
the duty of a Subject in kiffing his Hand, 
and to tell him, that he him/elf ought rather to 
kneel down, and to kifs his Hands: all thefe 
are fuch Extravagant {ftrais, that by the 
boldnefs of them itis Evident, that they were 
writ by a Je/uite, and my Copy came to me 
from fo good a hand, ‘and fonear the fource, 
that how many Falfehoods foever may be 
in that, Letter, Ican affure you, itisnoIm- 
poiture, but was really wrzt by thofe of Lege. 
Ina word, all the Romans have fo very ill 
an Opinion of the Jefuits, that asfoon as an 
piece of Newes comes from England, that is 
not favourable to their Affairs, one findsall, 
from the hisheft to the loweft, agree in the 
famefhort reflection; Thus tt muft ever be, 
where the Tef{uites have [uch a.share in the 
Councils, A manlong practifed in the (oure 
of Rome,told me, it was impoflible it could be 
| otherwife, for al] che chief men of rhat Or- 
| der are kept teaching in their Schools , till 
they are almoft forty years of age; and by 
that means Pedantry, a difputatious and 
| dmperious humour , anda peevish littlenefs 
} of foul, becomesnaturalto them, to thatan 
12 Emie 
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Eminent manhere faid to me, Jt was Impof- 
fible that matters could go better than they did 
in England , as long asthe Morals ana the Polt- 
ticks of the Jefuites, and the Under ftandings 
and Courage of the [rith, were [o mach relied 


on. 

But befides all. thefe General Confidera- 
tions, therearefome things in the Conftitu- 
tion of the Order of the Je/uires that give 
thofe at Rome reafon enough to be ontheit 
Guard againft them. ‘There are two things 
peculiar to this Order that make it very for- 
midable; the one is, that thofe who have 
made the fourth vow are capable of no Pre- 
ferment, unlefs it be to -be Cardinals , and 
then they are indeed capable of Bishopricks. 
Inmoft of the other Orders, every man has his 
own private Intereft , and his particular 


views; fo that they are not always looking | 


after the concerns of their Order. But a 


Tefuite can receive no Honour but from his 
Order, therefore he Confecrates himfelf to | 
it, and advances the Jntere/ts of the Society | 
with all poffible zeal , knowing. that there |, 
is no other way left him to advance his own | 
Interefts, but this. So that Hope being one | 
of the great Springs of humane Nature a 
Tefuite, who hopes for nothing but from his 
Order , muftbe extreamly devoted to it. Be-| 
fides this, 2 Jefwite fears nothing but from | 
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teélor, asthe other Orders have, to whom 
an Appeal lies from the fentence of the Ge. 






ar ae = 






a neral of the Order : but the Je/zites areabody 
Hit more fhut up within themfelves ; for the 
“@ fentence of the General isdefinitive, and can 
uy never be reviewed, no Appeal lying frem it: 





whenfoevera Pope comes that dares mortify 
| them, he will open a way for Appeals, for 
} till that is done, the General of the Je/uites is 
) the moft Abfolute and the’ moft Arbitrary 
| Soveraign that is in the World. 

,§ All thefe things concur to Unite almoft 
\§ allthe feveral Znrereffs in Rome againft this 
| Society, which yet is {trong enough to fup- 
port it felf againft them all: they have the 
‘| AGifion generally in their hands; fer the Cons 
| gregation de Propaganda, payes afmall pens 
| fion of 20 Crowns to all the Secular Priefts, 
ots} that are on the AMfiffion, whereas the Le/uites 
vil 1) bear the expences of their own Miffionaries, 
mis | to whom they allowan 100 Crownsa year: & | 
10% 46 thofe of the Propaganda being willing to be A 
wey) eafed of a charge, accept of the AGffonaries | 
thet’) that the Jéefwites offer them: and they find 
som) their account in this. ‘Their Miffionaries are 
igo" powerfully recommended, fo they are quickly 
ity 4) received into Families , efpecially where there | 
ob are yong children to be bred up, or Effates 

: BCH to be managed: for in thefe two lies their 

fol ftrength: but they never forget their Order, 
zs ™) for which they are as fo many Faétors every 
ad | r 3 where:. i 
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where: andthey draw vaft Prefents from all 
places to the Hoxfée that returns them their 
Appointments; wheras the poor Secular Prieft 
must make a fhift to live out of the {mall al- 
lowance that he has from the Congregation 
de Propaganda fide, and out of what he can 
raife by his AZa/fes. Therefore there is nothing 
that they defire fomuch, astofee Proreftant 
States that givea Tolerance toPopery , grow 
once fo wifeasto {hut outall the Regulars, and 
above allthe fe/zites ; and to admitnone but 
Secular Priefis : for the former, as they are 
fo many Agents, toreturnall the wealth that 
they can poflibly draw together, tothe houfe 
to whichthey belong, fo they are united to- 
ether in one Body, under a moft itrict O- 
Seeaeaen tet General, which may be as 
great a prejudice to the Peace and Security of 
a Countrey, asthe other istoits Wealth and 
Abundance: on the other hand, the Secular 
Priefts ave generally good-natured men, who 
are only {ubject to their Bishop , and that have 
no defigns upon the Government, nor the Con- 
cerns of any Hoxfe that is in Forresgn Parts 
lying upon them: fothatfince thofe of that 
Communion have the full exercife and allthe 
Confolation of their Religion from Secular 
Priefts yeven thofe in Rome it felfwonder at the 
Error of Prote/fant States, who. have not 
Learned long agoto make this difference in 
the Toleration that they allow: And onethat 
has 
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has been almoft 50 years. in the moft refined 
practices of the Court of Rome, {aid to me 
with ‘a very fenfible concern, how happy 
would we here reckon our felvesy if we 
could have a Tolcration of our Religion allo. 
wed in England, tho it were with an Eter- 
nal Exclufion of all Regulars and Iefuites? and 
added, that if he faw good grounds for ma~ 
king it, he himfelf would go and carry the 
Propofition to. thofe of the Propagan- 
da. 

And now I am fure, I have rambled over 
a.great Variety of matter, and have made 
a fhift to bring in to one place or other 
of this Letter , a great many particulars , 
that I could have hardly brought our in an 
exactnefs of Method, withoutamuch grea~ 
ter compafs of words, anda greater dtitnef{s of 
form: but] thoughtit was more natural, and 
by confequence, that it would be moreaccep- 
table ro you, to makerhemfollow oneano- 
ther, in an eafy and unforced contexture.. I 
have difcourfed all thefe matters often over 
and over again fince I came. into ray: bur 
| haveread very litrle concerning them ;there- 
fore there may be. many things here, that 
I mention becaufe they were,new to me, 
that perhaps are no. newes to,thofe that are 
much more Learned than my felf. Lhave told 
you all thatI could gather upon thefe fub- 


| jects from the wifeft and worthicfLmen that 
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{ found here: I have writ of all matters 


freely to you, becaufe I am in a Countrey- 


where freedom of difcourfe, in matters of 
State efpecially , 1s praétifed in its utmoft 
extent. 

I have yet matter for another lon letter, 
in which the matters of Religion will have 
no fhare; for I will end al) thefe in this: 
and therfore there is one piece of the Super- 
tition of Lombardy, thataftected metoo ien- 
fibly, not to lead me tobeftowa fevere cen- 
fure ‘upon it. I went through that Coun- 
try in Odober and November , and was often 
in great diftrefs, becaufe it was not poffible 
to find a GlafsofWine, that could be drunk, 
all being either dead:or four. At Parma I 
waited onan Eminent Perfon, and lamented 
to him the mifery of Travallers fince no 
Wine was to be found that could be drunk : 
herold me, the Natives felt this much more 
fenfibly than Strangers did, with whom it 
was foon over, but ‘hey were condemned 
to fuffer that every yea); and tho he himfelf 
had Vineyards , that produced much more 
Wine thanhe could confume, yet he could 
not be Mafter of agood Glafs Bt Wine, fora 
great many Months of the year ; fince all 
the pecple were poflefied with this Super fition, 
that it was Indifpenfably neceflary to mix it 
with Water inthe Cask, that by. this means 
it drunk dead or four for fo great a part of the 
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year: and all that couldbe {aid could not beat 
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this out of the heads of thofe that drefled their ii 
Wine: buthe added , that the Prie/is, who con- 4 
firmed the vzlgar in this Conceit, had found i 
a Device to excufetheir own Wine from this 
hard fate : for they faid, itmuft needs be kept 
unmixed ince inthe Sacrament the Wine muft 
be pure, and is then only to be mixed with 
Water; and thus in all their Cellars good Wine 
is to be found, where there is notadrop any 
where elfe thatcan be drunk: one would think 
that thisis to abufe the Weaknefsand Credu- 
lity of the People, alittle too grofly, when 
they condemnall the /aity to drink ill Wine , 
whereas they themfelves drink it pure, which 
is felt more fenfibly by,the Laity , than the 
depriving them of the Chalice, and the en- 
groffing it‘to the Przef in the Sacrament, 
Yerthe Excife that is laid. on the Wine in 
Florence, has taught the Inhabitants a point 
of Wifdom, that thofe on the other fide of 
the Appenins are not capable of 5 for the 
Excife being raifed upon all their Wine, the 
People who have no mind to pay Excife for 
Water, keep their Wine pure , fo perhaps 
fome fuch {everity in the Government in 
Lombardy, may likewife reform them in this | 
piece ofabfurd Superftizion, which Ifelttoo 
fenfibly with allthe effects that naturally fol- 
low the drinking of four Liquor , not to Infitt 
upon it with fome more than ordinary con- 
cern. H 5 But 
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But finceI am upon the point, of the Ares 
thatthe Convents have to live eafy , I will end 
this Letter with an account of a Houfe that 
was very Extraordinary , whichI faw in my 
way to /raly thro Bavaria; Etal, an Abbey 
of Benedittines, that by its foundation 1s 
bound only to maintain an <Adbot and 25 
Monks. It was founded by Leww# Duke of 
Bavaria, that was Emperouzr: the building 
is not anfwerable tothe Endowment, which 
is fo vaft, that they keepa /fable of 150 horfes, 
which is indeed one of thebeft in Germany, 
the horfes are of great value , and wellkept: 
they hunt perpetually , and live in as great an 
abundance of all things as the Dzke of Ba- 
varia himfelf can do; and yet thefe are 
Religious men, that are dead to the World. 

I cannot forget to tell you a very beau: 
tifully diverfified profpeé that we had at 
Burgo, a little Town inthe hillsof Trent, as 
we lookt out at window, We faw before 
us a lovely A¢eadow in all the Beauty and 
Prideof the Moneth of May: a little beyond 
that was arifing Bank all covered over with 
Trees in their full verdure: beyond that the 
ground rife higher , and the Trees had not 
vert put out their leaves, and things looke 
dead and dry, as after Harveft: and beyond that 
there was'a huge Ail, all covered on the top. 
with /zow: fo that here we {aw in one pro- 
fpect allthe feafons of the years. upon which 
| one 
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one of the Company made this reflection, 
that if any Painter fhould in one Landskip; 
mix allthefe things, that were then in our 
eye, he would be thought a man of an Ire 
regular fancy, whofe defignes did not agree 
with napure; and yet we had them all then 
before us. I will make noE.xcufes nor Com- 
pliments : for thofe things do not mend 
matters, and therefore I fend you my Letr- 
ter, fuchas itis, juft as it has grown under 
my Pen: and fo Adsex. 


ee ee 
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find I have forgot to mention one very 

extravagant piece of Devotion , to which 
Iwasa Witnefsat Rome, onthe 17 of January, 
which is St. Anthonys day, that wasthe great 
Father of the Monattick Orders , whofe Life 
is pretended to be writ by S. Athanaje;all Hor- 
fesand other Beafts of Burden arebelievedto 
beinanefpecialmannerunder his Protection : 
and the AZonks of his Order , have a Houfe 
near St. Maria Maggiore; thither all the Hor- 
fes, Muletsand Affes of Rome, and all round 
the City, are brought that day tothe door of 
the Charch, where fome Monks ftand witha 
Broom in holywater , and fprinkle 1t upon 
themall: many Doggsand Lambs, and other 
favoe 
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favorite e4nimals , are alfo brought to {hare 
in this Afperfion: which is believed to have 
amoft fpecial vertue: the force of this hallo- 
wing is believed to befuch, that ifany fhould 
fail to bring his Hor/es thither , all the Neigh- 
bourhood would look on thofe that have no 
portion in it, as accurfed Animals , upon 
whom fome unlucky Accident were hanging; 
whichis fo firmly believed , thatnone would 
hire a Horfe.ora Mulet, that had not been fo 
{prinkled. So that from the Popes Horfes 
down to the pooreft man in Rome, all are 
brought thither ; but this is not all, the proft- 
table, part of this piece of Folly is, thatevery 
one brings a Prefent; the richer fort fend 
Purfes of Afoney; fome give great Wax- 
Lights, all ftuck full of Teffons (a piece of 
20 pence) the poorer bring either fmaller 
pieces of Money, or Prefents of Wine, Oy, 
Bread, orfuch thingsas they can afford: but 
ina Word, no man comes empty fo that 
this is the Market-day of thofe AZonks, in 
which for fome Gallons of Water and Salt, 
they get more Prefents , than would. ferve 
to mamtainthem for {even years: they quick- 
ly convert all that is not neceflary for 
them into Adfoney : and by this means they 
are vaftly rich, When | faw all this, I 
could not but think that men muft become 
firft Bea/fs themfelves, before things of this 
kind could pafsuponthem: but fince I have 
added. 
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added this ina Pofffcrépe, rather than givemy 
felf the trouble to make it come in perti- 
nently into my Lester I willadd another pare 
ticular that is writme from Rome the fixth of 
Offober 1687. 

Iamtold, that men are now more puzled 
in their thoughts withR elation to the bufinefs 
of Molinosthanever. It was Vifible that his 
Abjuration was only a pretended thing; for 
in effeét he has abjured nothing: his party be- 
lieve, thartheyarevery numerous, not only 
in Rome, Italy, Spain, and France, and in 
all thefe parts of the world, but that they 
have many followers even in e4merica it felt: 
one fees now in almoft all the Churches in 
Rome fome ofthem praying in corners, with 
their Hands and Eyes lifted up to Heaven, 
and all in Tears, and Sighs ; which is no 
{malltrouble to thofe who thought they had 
quite routed them: but find they are not fo 
much quafht as it was thought they would 

have been by the mock ‘Triumph that was 
madeupon Molinos. Nor do they believea 
word of thofe Reports that are fpread of his 
Leudnefs: they fay , there wasno Proof ever 
brought of it; and thatthere are many thox- 
fands in Rome, ofboth fexes , that converfed 
much withhim , *whohave all poflible reafon 
toconclude, thatall thefe ftories that were 
given out concerning him, are impudent Ca- 
lumnies, fetaboutonly to blaft Alzm and his | 
Do- 
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Doétrine: and the truthis 5 this feems to be 
much confirmed by the Ball that condemns 
his Books, and his Doétlrine; in which no 
mention is made of his ill Lifeand Hypocrif}, 
which had been very probably done if the 
matter had been well proved : fince thiswould 
not only have fatishied people, with relation 
to him, but would have very much confir- 
med the Accufations ofthofe horrid Opznions 
that are laid to his Charge, Which had ap- 
peared with much more Evidence, ifithad 
been found ‘that his Lzfe had agreed wit! 
thofe Tenets : for tho ithad not been ajui 


8 
CP) ed 


Inference to conclude him guilty of thofe 
things, becaufe.they were charged on him 


in the Bull, yet one may reckon it almoft a 
fure Inference, thathe isnot guilty of them , 


fince the Bad/doesnat tax him torthem. 
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And of their prefent Intereft and 
Policy. 
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fe Z cerning it, that I could vather 
; together during my Stayat Rome. 

Wow I quit that fubject, and fhall at prefent 
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entertain you with fome Political Obferva- 
tions, which will be fomuch the moreaccep= _ 
table , becaufe I fancy they will be new to” — 


ou. 
4 But before I go (6 far as Italy, ‘I willgive 
you an account of 4 very curious Salr-work, 
that I faw in my way to Italy, at Sode near 
Francfort. It belongs to Mr. Malapert , and 
has been wrought above 6o*years ; but the 
prefent Mafter of it, as he is a man of great 
worth , fo he is very Ingenious , and ‘has 
much perfected that, which was managed at a 
much greater Expence before he undertook it. 
There rifes at the foot of fome little Alls , 
which produce 2 very good Wine , a Spring 
of Water 5 that is fo very little brackifh to the 
taft, that one will hardly think it poffible to 
fetch much Salt out ofit; yetithas fuch ataft 
of Salt, that there was rooim for Induftry to 
prepare this Water, fo that without fuch an 
expence in Fire as fhould eat out the profit , 
it might turn toa good account 5 which Mr. 
Malaper: feems to have carried ds far as is 
poflible. The AMdeadow that lies in the levil 
with this Spring, is Impregnate with Salt, 
Iron, WNitre, and Sulphur: but Salt is that 
which prevails: fir? then, a Pump is put upon 
this Spring , which is managed by a Water- 
mil, and throws upthe Water about fifteen 
Foot high ; and then it goes by a Pipe into 
vat eMachines that are made to receive it. 
Oe A eS ole There 
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There isagreat piece of ground Inclofed» 
in whichthere are 24 vail Chefs or (ifferns for 
the Water, in two frories, 12 ina ftory, the 
onejuit over the other; they areabout fevenry 
foot long » twelve broad, and two deep; over 
every oneofthefe, there is a roof of boards, 
{upported by wooden Pillars, of 12 foothighs 
which coyersthem trom Rain-watér, butyet 
the water withinthemiis in a full expofition 
to the Sun; thofe roofsare hung with firaw , 


ws } uponwhich fome that manage the work, are 


ottenthrowing up the Water, fo that a great 
deal of the phlegme is Imbibed by the Straw, 
and the more fixed parts falldown: according 
to the heat of the Seafon , this Evaporation of 
the watry parts, goes quicker or flower; there 
isa Gage, by which they Wesgh the Water, 
and fo they know how the Evaporation 
advances ; itisof S#/ver, and isfomade, thar 
according to the weight of the Water , it {inks 
in it to fuch adepth;& fo by the degrees markt 
upon it, they know how heavy the Wer is : 
according thento the heat of the feafon, and 
the progrefs of the Evaporation, they let the 
Water outotone Ciftern into another, bya 
Pipesand when it has paft thro the 12 thatare in 
the upper itory, then itis conveyed down by 
Pipes into the 12 thatarebelow , andin them 
all they continue ftillto throw up the water 
uponthe Withs of Straw, that are over head. 


In aword, this Evaporation difcharges the 
ry Water 











14.6 ef Letter relating to the 


‘Water of{o much of its Phlegm, thatthefame 
quantity of water, that weighed one ounce 
when it wasdrawn from the Spring, weighs 
fix ounces in this laft Cheft: andall rhis. rolling 
about of the Waterfrom Cheft to Chett lafts 
fometimes not above twenty day’s 5 but if 
the feafonis only moderately hot, it will be 
longera domg ;1ometimes it will notbe done 
inka month’s time; after that the Water is 
brought toavery confiderable degree of Salt- 
nes, it isconveyed into two great Caularons, 
thatare 13 footlong,ten broad,& 2; deep; un- 
der which there are vait Furnaces, whereina 
mott violent Fre of1 1orn2 hours continuance, 
theW“ater receivesits laft Evaporation;8¢ when 
thatisdone, the Sa/¢ which is become thick, 
butis {till moift, is taken up in Baskets of 
Willows, and placed about the wail of the 
Furnace: and{o the humidity that remains in 
ir drops ov t,and itisbroughttoitslattdegree . 
ofpertection: outofit, a Tythis payed; of 
which the Elector of AZentshasonehalf, and 
the City of Francfort the other, This Sale is 
exceeding good and pleafant to the taft. It 
is much folider and more like the Portugal 
Salt, than like our Newcaftle fait. It tere 
veth very well all the ufes of the Kétchin, 
and Taéle ; butit hasnot ftrength enough to 
prefervethingslong. There are vaft quanti- 
ries made of it in hot and dry Summers: for 
the Che/fs are always kept full: andthus all 
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Franconia is furnifhed with Salt of its own 
Productien atvery moderate rates; for there 
is {o greata Jeffening of the Expence of the 
fire by this conveyarice of the water thro fo 
many Chefts, that it is afforded very cheap. 
This I thought deferved well that I fhould 
Interrupt the earneftnefsin which you be; to 
hear what‘ [have totell you concerning Italy ; 
fo that T hope you willnotbeill pleafed with 
it; efpecially if your curiofity after the Hifto- 
ry of nature ts as great as it was. 

I now go over in one ftep all the Povrney 
that Imade from hence to /raly, which is cer- 
tainly the bigheft {cituated Country in Exrope: 
forasthe Rhineand Danube, that rife in the 
Alpes, and run down to the Ocean and the 
Euxine, fhewes you that all that trad of 
ground to thofe Seas isa conftant defcent 5 
io when one comes tothe Alpes, either onthe 
French or on the German fide, he is a great 
many days in climbing up thofe vaft mozn- 
tains, but the defcent on the Iralian fide ig 
very Inconfiderable,’ Thisappears yet more 
fenfible when one comes from Turin, where 
theafcent up Mount Senice is but a work of 
atew hours: and yet from the height of that 
billy oneisin aconftant deftent tillhecomes 
to Lions. Lwillnotcarry youabout fraly, to 
tell you the remarkable things that are there 
but will only tell you fome particulars thar 
made the greate{tImpreffion on my felf; and 
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348 (A Letter relating tothe 
which were not feen by Dr. Burnet: 
In my way from Parma to Mantua,l paftat 
Guaftale , whichis half way between them, 18 
miles diftant fromboth; wherel faw a fcene 
rhat farprifed me, This Tow is fituated on 
the fouthfide of the Po, at halfamiles‘diftance 
from it: It was a confiderable branch of the 
"Territory of Mantua,that was given off to one 
ofthe Cadets of that Family .. and was fetled in 
anintailtothe Heir male. The beft part of 
the Revenue ofthis {mall Principality, was a 
Duty that was payed for all merchandifes that 
went orcameuponthe Po, which when'the 
Trade of Jtaly wasina more flourishing condi- 
tion than it isat prefent , was farmed for above 
Threefcore thoufand Crowas. ‘The fituation 
ofthisp/ace makesit yet much more confide- 
rable than it isin it felf; for as it lies in the 
neighbourhood of the Principalities of Parma 
and Adodena , and is not far from the Popes 
Territory, foitthis placeis Mafter of the Po, 
by crofling it, the detachments that may be 
fent outfrom it are not only in the Territory 
of Afantua, butthey may bealfoin avery few 
hours both in the A4slanefe and in the Vene- 
tian Dominion;fo that Gua/tale infome ref{pect 
may beefteemed the (enter of all the States of 
Lombardy. The Duke of Afantua married 
the Daughter of the laft Duke of Guafale, 
whodied in the year.1680. and his Nephew 
Don Fe/pafiane Gonzaga, who was then in 
a i i the 
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the Spanish fervice, wasacknowledged to be 
his undoubted Hezr: fo he came & took peace- 
able poffeflion of his Durchy.:. He was ex 
treamly much beloved by his Subjefs , and 
thought himtelf at quiet inthe enjoyment of 
hisnew Dignity: butallthis was {oon over- 
turned; foronecameto him from the Cozrt 
ef France , tolethim know, that that Great 
King could not be wanting to his 4//y the 
Duke of A4antua , to whom Guaftale -be- 
longed. of right, his Dutchef being the 
Daughter and Heér of the late Duke, andthat 
therefore fince he had ufurped the juft right 
ofanother, the French K ing warned him, that 
if he did not withdraw of his own accord, he 
would give order to putthe D. of Adantua 10 


pofiefiion. . It was to no purpofe to argue 


againft all this, and to fhew the Mefienger 
that Guaftale was.a Fee, intailed on the Hezr 
male, of whichthere had never been the ieaft 
difpute: But reafons taken from the equity 
of the thing , are feldom thought ftrong 
enough to hold the ballance againit reafons 
of State : {o the poor Prince being in no con- 
dition to refift {o powerful an. Enemy, was 
forced to abandon his Right, and to with- 
draw, and he was againentertained by the 
Spaniards. For thothere wasa fort of a fore 
tification caft about Guaftale 50.0r 6o year 
ago, yet asthat was at beft an Inconfidera- 
ble defence, foeven that was now quite ruir 
K 3 ned, 








IK¥6 (A Letter relating to the 
ned. Uponhis retiring there came adetachec 
ment of 300 Menfrom Cafale, who took pof- 
feffion of Gaaftale, and continue there to this 
day: but this had been no great matter, if it 
had not gone further : fome years pafled 
afterthe new Duke was driven away before 
the true defign of this matter appeared. The 
world was firft tobe laidtofleep, The Tow 
it felf is compofed ofabout fixor feven thou- 
fand Inhabitants; and fo the {mall Garrifon in 
it feemed of no great Confequence, and was 
ratheran. Advantage than a prejudice to the 
Town;they werekept m very good order, and 
they payed punctually for every thing thar 
they called tor:only they brought the place in- 
tothe Method ofa Garri/on; for all muft come 
in and go out of the Tow only at one Gate. 
But in the beginning of the year 1686. the 
myftery of this matter beguntoappear : for 
Mr. du Plefis , a'French Engineer , came 
thither, under the pretence of repairing the 
old Fortifcations,and defigneda Noble anda 
Regular Fortification: It istobe a Hexagone , 
with all neceflary Out-works; and: there isa 
great Splanadethat is to be made round the 
place, andall the houfes or trees that are with- 
ina confiderable diftance are to be “beat 
down. Inaword, the defignis great, and will 
be executed:in all the exaétnefs of the modern 
Fortification ; fo that the advantage of the 
fituation, will make it the moft Important 
4 place 
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place of Jtaly, and that which will bridle al! 
Lombardy, and be able to put itall under Cons 
tribution upon every occafion. ‘The Works 
were begun in A pril 1686. and everfince they 
havekept 40° men conftantly at work , upon 
the pay ofa fulio aday: another year will go 
near tofinifh it. Andyet thohere the juftett 
ground poffible, is given to alarm all Jraly, 
none feettisto be fo much as concerned at it. 
The Venetians, thathave atall other times , 
valued themfelves upon their profpeét of Dan- 
ger, evenat the greateft diftance, either co 
not fee'this, or dare notown their fear. It 
istrue, allthis is carried on in the name of 
the D. of Wantua: but it is as certam, that 
tho ithesfonear him, he has never been at 
the pains togoand feé it: Tt has never been 
fomuch as once confidered by his Counci/; nor 
ishis Revenue in fuch a condition as to bear 
fuchan encreafe of Expence: and yetit patles 
among the people there, that this 1s a great 
{trength, that is to bemade to keep the French 
out of Jtaly; and fome Prief's that are corrup- 
ted tofervethe French Tntereffs promote this 
Fidtion. | IftheYenerians look on till this is fi- 
nifhed 5 they willdovery well toaffure them- 
felves of their new Conquefts 7n the Aforea 
for their Antient onés in the Terra firma o 

Italy will probably fail them very quickly. 
All thofeof the Territory, who know well 
that their ‘Princes name is only made ufeof, 
3 K 4. for 
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is A Letter relating to the 


for the. fortifying this place, look on with 
greatrepret, while they fee a Work :advan- 
cing fofaft, thatistobea Citadeluponalleheir 
Countrey : of whichan Ancient Perfon of Quax 
lity, that is there {poke to me withfomuch 
feeling,that he could hardly forbear WEEPING, 
when he fhewed me that Yoke of Slavery un- 
der which they were falling. I faw, during 
my flay in Mantua how much all the f{enfible 
people there, are concerned to fee their Prince 
deliver himfelfup foblindly to the French In- 
terefis: they toldme 5. that fince his childhood 
he has been fo befet with the /nfruments and 
Agents oithat Cozrt, that his Inclinations for 
them are become asanother natureinhim: he 
was not out of Chzldhood, when almoft all 
his Domeftzcks, and his mafters, both for Laz- 
guages and Armes, werefurnifhed him trom 
thence. His putting Caffale.in the hands of: 
that Monarch, wasone good Evidence, and 
now &he bufinefs of Gua/tale is another, to 
fhew that they have gained fuchan A fcendant 
over his Spirit, and have Infinuated them- 
{elves fo much into him, in all thofe fatal 
hours of Liberty which he allows himfelf,that 
itisnot thought he will flick at any thing that 
they demand of him ,, unlefs it be at his own 
going into. France 3 to which.he has'been 
much folicited: but it 1s not fo muchas doubts 
ed, that if he goes once into that Coustrey, 
he willnever come out of it again.. Soheis 
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not like to be wrought on fo far ; and if it 
were not for fome {uch apprehenfion , it is 
like enough that he might undertake ‘the 
Journey ; “for hedoes not love ftaying in his 


Principality {o well, but takes pleafure to 


ramble about; and hedevetfts him(elf often 
ofthe Ceremonies of his Greatne/s, that {o he 
may take a freer career in thofe Exerci- 


fes, that he loves better than his Affairs: 


and a Prince, whofe Revenue is none of the 
greateft,and whofe expence is oftenIrregular, 
who has an active Envoy always near him, 
and who is ever ready to furnith him with 
Money, falls naturally intoa great dependence 
on that Cozrt. 

Of this a very Extraordinary Inftance ap- 
peared not long ago , in the Difgrace of the 
Marquifles of (annoffe and Pallotei: the firft 
of thefe is his Kinfman, and has ferved: him 
now for many years, with as much Fide- 
lity as Affection; the fecond was Captain of 
his Guards , and Governour of the Caftle of 
Mantua which commands the Town. Thefe 
then had the Courage as well asthe Fidelity, 
to lay before him the Ruin that he waslike 
to bring upon himfelf as wellas uponall Ztaly, 
by delivering himfelf up fo intirely to the 
French Councils , and by putting them firft 
in pofleffion of Gzaffale , and now fuffering 
then to Fortify it , which was in effect the 
delivering up of his Principality, and of all 
om K's his 





14 A Letter relating to thé 


his Peopleto them; who looked upon them= 
felves as brought already under a Forreign 
Yoke : they alfo reprefented to him the dan- 
ger of having almoft no other Domefticks but 
Frenchmen about him , who were all as fo 
many Spes uponhim, andupon all that were 
near him, and that were very exact m giving 
the French Envoy Mr. Baumbeau an account 
ot every thing that he either faid or did. Thefe 
Demonitrances made fome Impreflions on the 
Duke, and he promifed tothem to find out 
an effeétuall, Kemedy to all thofe Evils: 
But this was not afecret very long; Adoney 
and Spies find out every thing; and itis poflible 
that they who gave the Duke thefe fairhfull 
Advices might have been engaged to it, either 
by fome-Enftruments of the Court of Spain, 
or of the Republick of Venice: yet the truth 
of this:is not known, .but the French Envo 
made a fhift tocharge them fo. heavily ; that 
he got them: beth tobe made clofe Préfonerss 
in this conditiom they were when I was at 
Mantua » and no body durft fo much asmen- 
tion their Names , much/lefs Interpofe for 
them. 

All the, Princes of dtaly, areas Abfolute 
in their own Dominions , and as much de- 
livered fronv all the bonds: of Law , as fonte 
oreater Kings are, fo. their fubjests are at their 
Mercy, both for their Lives, Leberties; and 
Eftates: and thisis that from which one may 
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takea fure meafure of the weaknefs of Zraly. 
Subjeés that retain ftill all the due liberties of 
humane nature, and that are not under an 
Arbitrary buta Legall Government; fight for 
themfelves, as well as for their Prince; but if 
they are already as miferable as they can be, 
fo that a change may perhaps put them in a 
better condition, but can hardly put them in 
aworfe, they will not much concern them- 
felves in their Princes Quarrel , fince they only 
fight for the continuance , if not for theen- 
creafe of their Slavery. 

Bur now toreturn tothe Duke of AZantuza; 
the French Envoy has fince that time ftuck 
clofer to him than ever; he indeed waits 
always on him, fometimes acting hike an Officer 
of his Houfhold, andat other times likethe 
Governour of his Perfon: he madethe tour of 
Italy with him this year, and waited on him 
to Millan, Genoa, Florence, Rome, Naples 


. and Venice, wherethey pafled the Carnavall 


together: atid he tooka moft particular care 
that the Dzke fhould meet with none in all 
thofe places, that might open his eyes, to 
let him feethe Ruin that heis bringing upon 
himfelf; yer after all, one of his Secretaries, 
had ftill the Integrity and Courage to’ give 
him fuch faithful Councels, as had been tatal 
to others: yet the Dukeufed him better than 
he had done the two Aarquiffes: for tho the 
French Spies difcovered him hkewife, yet 
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136 Letter relating to the 
nothing could be done to hurt him in the 


Dukes good opinion, therefore it was refolved 
to take another method to tear fo dangerous 


a man from him; fo he being fent tonegotiate © 


fome bufinefS at the Court ot Furin, was often 
invited to goa Hunting, which he refitted for 
a great while , tho the French: Ambafjadour 
prefled him much to it ; at laft he was over- 
come, but his fport was fatalto him; for he 
was feifed on, and carried by a {mall Party 
fent from Pzgnarol as is believed. In fhort, 
he is in the hands of the French, and it is faid 
in Italy, that heisclapt up in St. Aargarite one 
of the little Z/ands in the Adediterranean fea. 
This matter was at firft. highly refented by 
the Duke, bura little me will fhew whether 
the carefles ot the Court of France can foften 
himin this matter or not; for if they can lay 
him afleep after fuch an Attempt , then all 
perfons will conclude that he is fo much in 


their power, that none will dare to run, 


the hazard of undeceiving him any more. 

Thofein the Mozntferrat feel whataNeigh- 
bour Caffa/is to them; that Imperious way 
of proceeding , without having any great re- 
gard to Juftice, or to Contracts and Aggree= 
ments, that is practifed in France, begins to 
be felt here likewife: of which many {maller 
Inftances were given me, but I will tellyou 
two that were more remarkable; when the 
Garrifon was firftfetled in Caffal, thofeofthe 
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Uy | . Mountferratheldthe price of their Corx fo high, 
that it was hard tofurnifh the Garrifon with 
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Bread: fo fome of Piedmont undertook to fup- 
ply them tor two years at 21 Livers the Ra- 


| rion, and the bargain being. made 5 they 
) bought in great ftores , and fo they quickly 
‘BD filled their Granaries: upon this fome in the 
| Mountferrat came and offered to ferve the 
- Garrifonat 14.Liversthe Ration, upon which 


the other bargain tho madeas fureasany fuch 
contract can poflibly be made, was broke, 
and the undertakers were ruined byit. ‘The 
other ftory was, that in order to the building 
the Fortifications, {ome Mafons made a bargain 
at 32 Livers {uch ameafure, fo they brought 
togethera great number of Workmen , and 
were at work; when others came and offer’d 
to pertorm the work at 28.Livers , for which 
the others had 32 Livers, only they deman- 
ded a confiderable advance; fo the farft Bar- 
gain was prefently broken, to the greatlofs of 
the Undertakers : but the 2d Undertakers, that 
had Money advanced them , found they had 
madea Bargain that was too hardtorthem to 
execute, fo they ran away with the Moncy, 
to the great joy of the Countrey. He that 
told me this, faid, that perhaps it furprifed the 
Italians , who were not yet acquainted with 
fuch things; but nothing of that kind would 
feem extraordinary in France, which was fo 
much accuftomed to fucha way of Ree 
tnat 
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that he gave mea particular account of fo 
many, that he had reafon to know well, as 
would filla Book: but that which touched 
him mott fenfibly,was the Fouds that was made 
for an €a/t-India Company, to which the King 
gave in three Millions , with this politive 
Affucance, that allthe Lofles and Dammage 
of the Company fhould fall on that Stock, ‘This 
wasa great encouragment to draw in men, to 
put Money into the ttock, and the Coun feton 
the Project with fo much Zeal, that Letters 
were writ to all the great Bodies and Towns 
of France, that were copfidered rather as 
Commands than. Defires : yet after all were 
engaged, upon the firft occafion the Kengs 
three Millions were taken out of the ftock, 
and the reft were left to fhift for themfelves. 
But I mutt here’ give you an account of a 
very Extraordinary Tranfaction in the Coare 
of T#rin , whichis likewife thought an effect 
of the Authority that the Councsls of France 
have likewife there. The Marquis de Praneffe 
the fon of him that fet onthe Adaffacre of the 
Proteftants in the Valleys of Pzedmont 34 years 
ag0, was in great favour with the late Duke 
of Savoy, but the war of Genoa mifcarried fo 
in his hands in the year 1672 thatthe Dzke 
could never forgive him that matter;of which 
the Refentments were fo quick when he 
died, that helefta charge on Madame Royale, 
meyer to forgive him , nor to Imploy 
O° a aman him 
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him: he upon his Diigrace retired into 
France and was fo wellentertained there, that 
he had Intereft enough to procurea Recom-~ 
mendation from the King tothe Dutchefs of 
Savoy in his favour; bur her Excufe was fo reas 
fonable , being founded on the Orders fhe 
had received from the Dzke on his Death bed, 
that there was noreply to be made to it - yet. 
afterwards a Nephew of his, the Count AZaffin, 


_was fo happy inthe Datche/fes favour, thathe 


found he only wanted a Head as able as his 
Uncles was to fupport him in that credit, which 
her favour gave him: and he was fo muchin 
the good graces of AZad. Royale, that heat latt 
prevailed with her to bring his Vnele into the 
chief Adinifiry; he being certainly one of the 
ableft men that belongsto that Courts and the 
pretence found to bring this abour decently , 
was, that the Dutchefe did tecretly Intimate 
to the Co#rt.of France, that the found it ne= 
ceflary to Imploy the Marq. de Pianeffe, and 
therfore fhe defired that the King would renew 
his recommendation of him , which being 
done, he wasreceivedinto the Minifiry,and 
had the chiet ftroke in all Affairs: he placed 
another of his Wephews aboutthe Duke, and 
fupported him {fo that he got very far into his 
favour, fo Mr. de Pianeffe obferving great 
Dilordersinthe Goverament, anda great and 
ufelefs Confumption of the Revenge, heln- 


Aructed his 2ephew that wasaboutthe Duke 
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160 A Letter relating to the 
fo well ; that he entertained the young Duke 


often upon thefe heads, who was not then 


1g year old: hefhewed him how his Countrey 
was ruined by his A4Zothers i] conduct , and 
was always fuggefting to himthe Neceflity 
ofhis afluming the Govornment , and putting 
an end to his A¢others Regency, which is a 
difcourfe to which all Perfons of that Age 
have fuch a natural Inclination , that it was 
no wonder if both Uncle and Nephew came 
to believe thatthe Dzke hearkned to the Pro- 
pofition: but the’ Duke thought it too hardy 
a thingto venture on it, without confulting: 
jt with fome wifer heads ; upon which Mr. 


ae Pianeffes Nephew toldhim, that he would - 


bring his Uncle to him, who would conduct 
the matter for him; for thohe had great obli- 
gations to Madam Royale , yet his Fidelity 
to his Prince, and his Affectiontohis Countrey' 
overcame them all. This was a great fur- 
prife to the Duke , who looked on Mr. de 
Pianeffe as the perfon in the World, that 
was the moft obliged to his Mother, and 
that was themoft in her Jnterefts: and it was 
believed that the prejudice which this gave 
him, blafted this whole defign: yet he gave 
him feveral Audiences in fecret, and had 
concerted with him the whole method, both 
of affuming and managing the Government: 
which was carried on fofecretly, that there 
was no fufpition of the matter, till the ed 
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beforeit wastobreak out, andthat the Dzke 


wasto withdraw himfelf from his «Worker: 
but then it was difcovered, and the Duke to 
reconcile himfelf to his AZother , facrificed 
the Marg. de Pianefé to her refentments: 
he was not only Difgraced, and put in Pyi- 
fon, but his procefle was made before the 
Court of Parliament of Chambery, for ha- 
ving endeavoured to throw the Government 
intoaConfufion, by fowing of Divifion be- 
tween the Duke and his Mother :yet hedefen- 
ded himfelf fo wellthat he was acquitted, but 
he continues ftill a Prifoner: upon his Dif- 
grace; there was none that dur{t oppofe him - 
ielf to Mad. Royale, or offer any advices to the 
Duke, fo thatthe Court of Turin was as ab{o- 
lutely governed by the Directions that were 
fent from the Cozrt of France, as it the one 
had been the Vafal, if not the Sabjett tothe 
other. 

J will not profecute this difcourfe to tell 
you that whichall Ezrope knows, of the de- 
figned Match with the /nfanta of Portugal,by 
which Savoy and Piedmont would have un- 
doubtely fallen into the hands of the French. 
The breaking of this, and the Dukes being 
Poyfoned, as well as his Father had been, tho 
his youth carried himthro it, are thingstoo 
wellknown , for you tobe Ignorant of them. 
It is true, thofe who Poyfoned the prefent 
Duke, havyenot been yet Difcovered and pu- 
nithed y 
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162 ‘A Leiter relating to the 
nished, as thofe were who poyioned his Fas 
ther. While I was at Turia 5 there was a 
difcourfe, that the Duke was reflecting on 
the Wife Advices that Mr. de ‘Pianeffe had 
givenhim, and that he Intended not only to 
bring him out of pri/on, bur to receive him 
again into the Adiniffry, whichis confirmed 
to me fince I left thofe parts. ‘There is no- 
thing more Vifible, than that the Dukes of 
Savoy have funk extreamly in this e¥ge, 
from the figure which they madein the/a/s 
and how much foever they may have raifed 
their Titzlar Dignity , in having the Title 
of Royal: Hizhire/s given them , they have loft 
asmuchinthe Figure, that they made in the 
affairs of Exzrope: and it is now almoft too 
late to think of a Remedy: for Pigneroland 
Caffal are two very Inconvenient neighbours. 
The truth is, the Vanity ofthis 7z#le , and the 
expenceful humour that their late eMarria- 


ges with Francehas {fpread among them, have 


undone them, for inftead of keeping good 
Troops and ftrong places, all the Kevense 
goes to the keeping up of the Magnifi- 
cence of the Cozrt; which is indeed very 
{plendid. 

I will not ingage in a Relation of this lat 
Affair of the Valleys of Piedmont ; for I could’ 
not find particulars enough, togive youthat 
fo diftinétly as you may perhaps defireit. It 
wasall over, long before I canie to ae 
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but thisI found, that all the Court there, were 
afhamed of the matter : aud they took pains 
upon Strangers, not without fome affectation, 
to convince them that the Duke was very hard- 
ly drawn toit : that he was long preffed to it, by 
the repeated Infiances from the Court of 
France; that he excufedit, reprefenting to 
the Court of France the conftant Fidelity of 
| thofe people ever fince the laft Edi of Paci« 
| fication, and their great Induftry, fo that 

they were the profitableft Subjects that the 

Duke had, and that the body of men which 
| they had given his Father in the laft War with 
| Genoa, had done great Service ; for it faved 
the whole Atmy: but all thefe Excufes were 
| without effect ; for the Court of France having 
| broken its own Faith, that had been given to 
Hereticks, and-in-that fhewed, how true a 
| reipeét 1 paysto the Cozncil of Conftance, had 

a mind to engage other Princes to follow this 
| new Pattern of Frdelsty that ic fet the world: 

| fo.the Deke was not only prefledto extirpate 

ithe Hereticks ot thofe Valeys ; but this 
‘| Dhreatning was added, that if he would not 

doit, the Kimg would fend his own Troops to 
extirpate Hére/y 5. for he would not only not 
fuffer it in his owt Kingdom , but would even 
drive ic out of his Neighbourhood. He who 
‘told me all this, knowing of what Countrey I 
Was, added, that perhaps he would within a 
fdittle while fend thelike Meflages to fomeo- 
thers of his Neighbours, G2 Bae 





164 A Letter relating to the 
Buttoreturn to the expence that is made 
in the Cozrt of Turin, Icannot forget a dif- 
courfe that I had onthis fubject with aGerman, 
that wasaman ofvery good fenfe:- he told me, 
thatnothing ruined the Empire fo much, as 
thegreat Magnificence whichall the Princes 
affected to‘keep up in their (oxrts 5; and the 
Luxury inwhichthey begunto live, which 
hhad much corrupted the Antient Simplicity 
and Gallantry. ‘of that great and Warlike 
Nation. Not only the Nodslity, buttheir very 
Princes travel into France; and are fo much 
taken with the Splendor & Luxury that they 
{ee there, that they return home quite fpoiled 
with the ill Impreffions that this makes on 
them. They carry home with them French- 
Cooks, and all the contrivances of Pleafure 
thatarefo much ftudied there , for the vitia- 
ting the minds oftheir (ountreymen: and bya 
vatt Expence, they not only exhauft their 
Revenue, and ruin their Szbjeéts , but they 
become fo liable tocorruption, that if their 
Incomeat home cannot fupport their charge, 
both their Princes and their A4sniffers are re- 


duced, as it were to the neceffity of taking’ 


Penfions,from thofe whofe Inftruments have 
fet onthis Luxury , and whofe Penfions will 
{till fupport it, till the Germans are futh- 
ciently enervated by the Feeblenefs into 
which all thac Luxury muft needs throw 
them, and then they willdefpife and trample 

upon 
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upon them, as much as they.do now Court. 
them. He who told me all this, added, that 
the little Princes of the Empire, afiected now 
as much Splendor in their (ourts as the Ele- 
ors did inthe laft sd4ge, and that the Eledfors 
lived now in as much Magnificence as 
Crowned Heads didformerly. But he carried, 
his. Obfervation further , and having ftaied 
fome confiderable time both in Switzerland 
and Holland, he added, that Luxury and Ex.’ 
pence were wicked things even in Jonar- 
chys, but they were fatal and deftructive when 
they. got into Common.wealths; of which 
the Hittory of Lacedemon, Athens,and above 
all.of Rome, give proofs. that are beyond 
exception ; for thereis a Humility, a Sobriety, 
anda Frugality, that is fo neceflary for their. 
prefervation ; that Kingdomes can be better, 
maintained without Troops and {trong Places, 
than Common-wealths without thefe.. An Ex» 
mulation in Expence, a Vanity. in Clothes, 
Furniture, or Entertainments, are fo cons 
trary. toall the principles upon which a Come 
mon-wealth mutt be either built or preferved, 
that hefaid, he thought that the Dzrch had, 
loft more of their real Strength, by the Pro- 
orefsthat this Peft makes among them, than 
y all the Expence of the laf War, of 
which they complain fo much: and indeed. 
the men of Luxury and Vanity ought to be 
driyen out of Common-wealths , as publick 
L, 2 Enes 
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166 ‘A Letter relating to the 
Enemies to the Conftitution of the Govern. 
ment : fince an irregular Profufion throws 
them into Injuftice and Oppreflion , and may 
in time expofe them to the Corruption of o- 
ther Princes, and diffolves that Induftry and 
Application for Affairs by which only they 
can fubfift: for all the AZaximes that relate to 
a Common-wealth, there is none more Indi- 
fpenfable, thanthat all men regulate their Ex~ 

ence , fo that it may not exceed their Income: 
and therefore he admired that ‘part of the 
Venetian Conftitution ,\ that regulates the 
E.xpence of their Nobility; and concluded, 
that if the States and the Cantons did not put 
an effectual ftop to the Progrefs of. thofe Dif- 
orders among them, the Figerethat- they had 
made in allthe Affairs of Evrope, as it wasin 
a great degree already Eclipfed among the 
Cantons, fo would fink apace even in the 
States; and this was all that was wanting, 
tofet up'a new Monarchy inthe Weff. 

But I have got fuch a trick of making D1- 
ereffions, that I find it is hardly poffible for 
me to hold long clofe to a point: there is 
fomething intravelling , I fancy, that makesa 
mans thoughtsreel; and that leads hisPento 
wander about as much as his Perfondoes: yet 
T remember ftill what drew me into all this 
yamble;It was the bufinefs of Guaftale,and the 
Court of Mantua tharled me {fo far about. I 
will fay no more to you of thereit of A gs 
Ay 5 
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dy; nor will I enter into any defcription of 
Tufcany; but fhall only tell you one thing, 
which both touched me much and pleafed me 
extreamly. : 

- Inced notinlarge to you on the Poverty & 
Mifery that appears in Pifz, where there re- 
mains yet enough to fhew what they once 
were, andhow much they arenow funk from, 
what they were while they were a Free State: 
but all thisismuch more fenfible, when one 
goes from henceto Lucca, which tho. it has 
not the advantage of fituation that Pé/a has, 
yet is quite another fort ofa place. The Town, 
is well built, full of People,and as full of Wealth: 
the whole foil of this {mall S¢ate is well Culti- 
vated andisfullot Villages, alithe marksand 
effects of Lebertyappear, in an Univerfal Ci- 
vility, & agenerousand frank way of living: 
Thisisalfo the place of all Ztaly that is freeit 
ofall Crimes and Publick Vices; they value 
themfelves upon nothing but their Liberty, of 
which the State is fo Jealous, that thg frequent 
change of their Magiftrares, trom two 
Moneths to two Moneths, & the Reftraint 
in which they are kept while they bear Offices, 
they being indeed honorable Prifoners all the 
while, have preferved that here, which fo, 
many oftheir Neighbouring States have lott < 
and as Liberty is engraven in Capital Letters, 
upon the Publick Buildings ot this State , 
fo. it appears-to be much deeper in all their 
| L 4 “~~ Hearts, 
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Hearts. One feesthe Effects of their Wealth 
in all their Publick works, as well as inthe 
Fortifications of this place, which are much 
better, and better kept than in any place I 
faw in ftaly, except Genoa. ‘There isonthe 
inward fide ofthe Ramparts, a noble Planta- 
$10” , which is oneof the beautifulleft Deco- 
rations that belongs to this place; for as there 
isa confiderable {pace left void between the 
Kamparts andthe Buildings ; fo thisis planted 
all about the whole Town » with feveral 
rows of ‘Frees, which afford pleafant Walks, 
and a lovely Shade, which is no {mall mat- 
ter , where they are expofed to fo hot a 
un. 

I come jn the laft place to give youan account 
0! Genoa,which tho it is notable now toCom- 
pete asitdid fome Ages ago with the Repz- 
blick of Venice, yetisttilla great Body and 
full of Wealth ; one that comes out of the 
Popes Patrimony and Tufcany , into this nar- 
row bordtrthatlies between the Alls and the 
Sea, thould expe to find as great a diffe- 
rence between theirabounding in People and 
Wealth, as there is betweeu the foilofthefe 
two Countries : but he finds the change juft 
contrary to what in reafon he ought to expect: 
for all this edge of foil, is fo full of Villages 
and Yowns , andthere is fo great a plenty of 
Adaney and of every thing elfe here, that it 
Amates a Traveller no le{s, than theabando- 
ned flare of thofe other places, The 
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The numbers of the fubjects of this Repu- 
blick, are eftimated to 330000 Perfons; which 
are thusreckoned up; Inthe Townof Genoa 
it felf there are about8eo0oo. Perfons: inthe 
Villages and Towns that lie Weftward there 
are 120000. and 20000. in thofe that lie to 
the Ea: and the Inhabitants of the Ifland of 
Corfica are reckoned tobe 100080. They keep 
two {mall Forts in Corfica, one at Calvé on 
that end that looks to Genoa, and another 
at Boniface on the other end that looks 
to Sardinia; for they have let S. Fiorenza and 
fome other fmall places goto ruin. Thefe 
two are confiderable in themfelves, and com- 
mand two very good Harbours; yet as the 
building in (4lvz are too much expofed and 
too high, fo’ Boniface is underahigh Ground, 
that is within musket fhut of it, and that com- 
mands it: thefe places are now inafad condi- 
tion, ill kept, and ill furnifhed both with 
Menand Animunition, fo that they could not 
make a great Refiftance , there being but 
tsomen in Calvé, and 200 in Boniface; and it 
is believed , that the reafon of their letting 
S. Fiorenza go to ruin, is, the Greatnefs of 
the Place,and the Expence of keeping it. The 
Corfes are extreamly brave , and havea Rage 
in their courage, that would bemuch more 
valueable and ufefull than it is if they. were 
more governable, and could bebrought un- 
deran exact Difcipline: but theyare unruly , 
| L, 5 | and 
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and as apt to Mutiny , when they feeno Eine= 
my, as tofight well when it comes to that. 
The compais of the Fortification of Genoa is 
an amafing thing ; forit runs all along thehills 
ina compafsofmany miles , I was told ir was 
above 15 mile,& inthe Expence that has been. 
laid out on thisand on the two Moles, chiefly 
the new one, one fees that this Sate {pares 
nothing which Publick fafety or the Conve- 
nience of Trade: do require : thefe Publick 
Works has runthe Republick intoa vatt debts 
for they owe above Nine Millions of Crowns 
that are upon the Bank, befides feveral other 
debts , in particular their great Debt to St. 
Georges Houle; the greateit part of the Re- 
wenue of this State ftands engaged for the In- 
terefi that they pay , fo that tho the whole 
Revenue. amountsto 1200000 Crowns , they 
reckon thatgocooo.Crowns of thisisengaged, 
fo that they have only three hundred thou-’ 
fand Crowns clear for their whole Exxpence, 
which jis fofmall a matter, thatitisno.won- 
der if they ave in alow ‘condition, and can.do 
little uponfonarrowatond:their Revenye rifes 
chiefly out of an Excz/é that falls fo equally. 
upon all the Subjects of this State, thatthey 
reckon that everyman in Gewoa , payes fix 
Growus ayear to the State. The whole Land 
Forces of this State were but 3500 men, yet 
of late they have raifed them up to 4o00men; 


of which 2500 are the Garrifon of the City, 
and 
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and thereare 600in Savona, whichafter the 
City it {elf is the moft Important place that 
belongs to this State : the extent of the whole 
Countrey, that goes by the nameofthe River 
of Genoa, isi8omiles, of which 120lieWef- 
ward, and 60 lie Eaffward; the Afountains 
that are almoft Impaffible are thoughta fuf- 
ficient Defence to cover them from their 
Neighbours in Lombardy,and from the Duke 
of Savoy, andthe State of A4élan. Itistrue, 
they have one Fort called Gavi, that is 25 


‘niles diftant from the Town , which has all 


the advantages of fitution that are poflible for 
keeping the Paffes thro the Mountains: but 
as they keep only a Garrifon of 120 men in 
it, fo all things init are fo neglected , that 
it could make no confiderable Refiftance to 
an Enemy that could attack in vigoroufly. 
In fhort ,, the ftrength of this Staze is very 
Tnconfiderable , their Souldiers are ill Difci- 
plined, their Officers want Experience, and 
they have no good Engineers ; the New Mole 
is indeeda vait work, built out into the Sea 
feven fathom deep, and there are an hundred 
pieces of Cannon onit to defend the Old Mole; 
their Naval forces confift in fix Galleys, and 
andtwo Menof War; but thefe are not kept 
as Ships of War, but are Imployed rather as 
Merchant-men, fo that they not only bear 
their own Expence , but bring in an Over- 
plus to the Szate, 

Finale, 
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Finale,which isthe only Seaport that belongs 
to the State of Adzilan,is a poor abandoned Vil. 
lage without either Fortification or Garrifon, 
nor do the Spanish Galleys come there any 
more ; but make Genoa it{elf their Step, and 
Paflage between Spain and A4i/lan: {fo thatan 
attempt upon Genoa was indeed the taking 
of all the Mzélanefe, fince the communication 
between Spain and it, being now thro Genoa, 
whenfoever this Republick falls into the 
hands of the French, all the A4zllane/fe_mutt 
fall of it felf, or rather indeed all Sealy, mult 
needs fall with it. | 

This is as faras I could underftand it the 
outward force of Genoa: for it can expect 
little from its -4//es,- it having none at all be- 
fide Spain: and the Slownefs and Feeblenefs 
of that Covrr, are too vifible to give any Stare 
great Courage that has no other fupport be- 
fides this to depend on: As for their Neigh- 
bours in /taly, they have no fort of Com- 
merce withthem; for they pretend to a dee 
gree of Precedence , equalto the Venetzans: 
and to have the refpect of a Crowned Head 
pay'd to them, and thiscutsoff alliCommu- 
nication with the other Courts of Italy, who 
confider Venice in anothermanner than they 
do Genoa. As for Spain, they haveall poflible 
Engagements with it: many.of the richeft Fa- 
milies of Genoa have great Eftates in the Adibae 
nefe, andthe other Dominions of the King of 
Sparn 3 
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Spain; fo that they muft upon their own ac- 
count be true to the Interetts of that Créwn, 
and Spain is as much concerned in their pre- 
fervation as in any. of its own Provinces, 
fince it defends their Empire in Jtaly; fo 
that Genoa and Spain are now. infeparably 
united to one another, by their mutual In- 
tercits. 

ButI come next to. give you fome account 
of the Inward flate of Genoa. It is known, 
that the Liberty was reftored to them, by the 
moft eaineit Interceflion of that great Cap- 
tain, and gallant Countrey-man, e4ndreas 
Doria, whote Statue,in remembrance of this, 
is fetup inan open place intheir Towz : this 
was in the year 1528. yettho from that time 
they had their Government in their own 
hands, they were ftill obliged tolet a Squa- 
dronof the Spanish Gallys, {tand in their Ar- 
fenal, who kept then a Fleet of about 80. 
Gallys, fo that till Spaim was fo much funk 
from its former Greatnefs, that it was no 
more a Terrour toany of its Neighbours, Ge- 
noa was {till in great dread of having their 
Liberty fwallowed up by them’, and therefore 

they do not reckon their entire Liberty but 
from the year 1624. or 1625. that they faw 
themfelves out of all Danger from any of 
their Neighbours : France was not then be- 
gun to grow ftrong at Sea, and Spain was 
ftrong no where; fothat fince that time, till 
France 
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Fraece began to put out great Fleets, and° 
that they had fuch a dreadful Neighbour of 
Touloun, they were fate and at quiet: butthey 
fell under the common Difeafe of all Commons 
wealths, when they are long in Peace, and 
while their Commerce flourifhes ; a Spirit 
of Infolence and of Faction began to {pread it 
felf over the whole Town , which was grown 
to fuch‘a height, thatinthe Project that was 
offered to the Court of France, fhewing the 
eafinefs of this Conqueft (of which I have 
feen the Copy) the Divifions and Factions 
amongft them are propofed , as the chief 
ground upon which they founded the Proba- 
bility of the ruin of that (ommon-wealth. 
There are three forts of Perfons in Genoa, 
the Mobility, the Citizens, and the Inferior 
People, Therearetwo. Ranks of Dobsiity,the 
one is of the moreeatzent Families’, the o- 
ther is of thofe who ,have been chofen and 
raifed up tothat Dignity of late. It is true, 
the Aggreement that ‘was made in the year 
1576. between them, is exactly obferved,by 
which the Government and the Publick Ims 
ployments are to be equally divided between 
them: but yet there 1s fo great a.height of 
Pride kept up among the Ancient Families, 
thar they will not Inter-marry with the other, 
and think it a diminution to them, to enter 
intoany Famiharity with them, and even to 
keep them Company: thisonthe otherhand 
kindles 
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kindlesan Indignation inthofe latter Families, 
when they fee themfelves fo much defpifed 
by the other. ‘The Ancient Famlses have a 
neceflary Dependence upon the Crown of 
Spain, by the great. Eftates that they have in 
their Dominions ; but the others, whote 
Eftates lie ratherin Money, which either ig 
in the Bank ,: or that runs out in E.xchange 
or Trade, they areconcerned in nothing but 
in the prefervation of their Bawk, and bycon- 
fequence in their Liberty; for none can 
doubt but that if they fell in the power of 
another Prince, the Debts onthe Bank would 
be but ill payd. Thus the Nobility ftand di- 
vided into two Factions, which difcover 
their Animofities to one another upon very 
many occafions: for Publick, Imployments are 
fought after here, withastnuch Intrigue as 
elfewhere. I wiil give you only one Initance 
of this, becaufe it is both very refined, and 
it related to that Doge, whofe Government 
was fo unhappy both by the Bombarding of 
Genoa , and by his own going to Ver/aslles 
toask Pardon. He himfelf was a Man ofa quiet 
temper, that didnot afpire; buthis W4/e could 
not be fatisfied till he was Doge, and the Do- 
geffe: fo fhe fet fo many Machihes at work, 
that after the feveral tours, that the matter 
made in the many Ballottings , itcame to the 
fixing of the lait three out“of whom the 
Doge was to be chofen : and her’ Husband 

was 
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was one of them; but there being one of 
the three, of whom fhe was very apprehen- 
five, fhe engaged one of her Friends, to feem 
fo affured of his Eleé#ion , as tolay confidera- 
ble wagers with feveral of the Electors, who 
were likelieft to favourhim , that he fhould be 
chofen: now. they having a greater mind to 
win their Betts, than to promote their Friend, 
gave their Votes infavour of him, that was 


_upon that made Doge. 


The 24body in Genoa is that ofthe Citizens, 
who feem to be extreamly weary of the In- 
folence of the Nobility ; and there are many 
among them, that think themfelves no way 
Inferiour to them, neither in the Antiquity, 
nor inthe Dignity of their Famzlkes. ‘They 
do alfo complain of a great Injuftice done 
them by the Wobility ; tor in the agreement 
made between the Nobility andthe Citizens , 
in the year 1528.one Article was , thatevery 
year ten Citizens fhould be according to their 
merit received into their body. Itis certain, 
that if this had been obferved, the Dobslity of 
Genoa had become by this time fo common, 
that this would have funk its dignity ex- 
treamly : but inftead of doing this yearly, 
it isnow done but once in 30 years : fo the 
Citizens complane much, that this Encourag- 
mentand Recompence of AZerit.is now with- 
drawn, The Nod:lty pretend on the other 
hand, that by that Agreement, they < 
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Only enabledto make an Annual! promotion, 
ut that they are notobliged to it: andI was 
Told, that the Originall Record of that Agree- 
ment, could not be found now; and no doubt 
it has been deftroyed by the Order of the Se. 
nate. In fhort’, the Citizens have fo great an 
averfion tothe Governmenr, that it was ge- 
nerally thought that* they would eafily be 
prevailed on to fhake it off, and to throw 
themfelves rather into the Armes of another 
Prince, who would certainly have very foon 
trampledupon them all equally; for itistoo 
commona thing, tofeein all thofe Inteftine 
Fattions 5 that angry ahd ill-natured men, 
confider the Jaft Injury, more than allother 
things: and are ready to facrifice all to their 
Refentments: and are fo intent upon their 
Revenges, that often they will not look 
mto the Confequences of what they do, 
but go on, which way foever the Anger of 
the Faffwon drives them: and thofe who are 
wife enough, to make their own Advantage 
of thofe Quarrels; and that are dextrous 
enough to manage them artificially, make 
commonly thofe parties take their turns in 
ufing one another ill, in which they know 
how to find their account : and as this ob- 
fervatron holds often in Colder Climates , fo 
ina Couzntrey where revenges are very much 
ftudied and gratified, no wonder if this,was 
much relied on. ,The third rank is of the 
Trades men and Rabble, who have their chief; 
M depen= 
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dependance upon the great Nobility : but they 
area Vicious and diffolute fort of People, as 
any areinthe world. Andindeedall Genoa is 
fo extreamly corrupt, fo Ignorant, and fo 
brutal, and folittle acquainted with the true 
Notions of Government, thathere is a Com- 
mon-wealth degenerated to fuch adegree ; that 
itcannot refifta confiderable fhock. The Sud. 
jeéts are exceflively Rich ,. tho the State is 
Poor : and this appears both in the Magnif- 
cence of their Busldings , which is beyond 
Imagination, andinthe great Wealth that is 
in their Charches and Convents , which fee- 
inedto me to be beyond what is in Vensce it 
elf. | 7 
A fenfible man that Iknew there told me, 
that as there wasamong them afortof Impu- 
‘nity to all KindofVice, fotheir grofs Igno~ 
rance made them Incapable to conduct their 
State; for while their Wealth blew them up, 
withthat Pride that it commonly produces 
in. meéan Souls, and when their Intrigues 
brought them into a confiderable fhare of 
the Government , they fatisfied themfelves 
with carrying on the Interefts of their own 
Cabal , and deprefling thofe that oppofed 
them, without opening their minds to fo 
great a thought, as that of correcting or fe- 
curing their Common wealth. 'They neither 
had Heads nor Hearts capable of a vigorous 
Defence : and they knew nothing of what 
was doing abroad; but contented Bares 
wit 
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with minding. the Intereft of their City Fas 
éHions, We added, that when a Common- 
wealth fell onée into this Difeafe, it was in 
a much woarfe ftate, than any to which 
the Rigour even of an unhappy War, could 
reduce it: as a man whole Vitals are In- 
wardly corrupted , isina much woife condi- 
tion, than he that hasreceived many Wounds5 
Nature may bring him thro the one, tho 
she had loft ever fo much blood; whereas it 
muft fink under the other: foallthe miichict 
that could befall a Common-wealth could 
hardly deftroy it , if ict retain’d the Inward 
vigour of its firft ALaxrmes and Conflirution: 
and he did not ftick to fay, that as high as 
the States of Holland were now in holding 
the ballance of Europe, if their Towns fell once 
into eftablifhed factions, if Learning funk 
among them, fo that their Magi/frates grew 
Jenorant, chiefly of the Affairs of Exrope, 
if they came to have a Magiftracy, that had 
not the right underftanding of War, and the 
Courage with which fome practice in Ath- 
tary matters Infpiremen, and iftheir Wealth 
{welled them up to an Unreafonable Pride, 
and that men rife more upon the little In- 
trigues of City Faétions, thanupontrue merit; 


whenfoéver, he faid, the States fell into this . 


difeafe, then the ftrength of that Repsblick, 
was gone; and tho they might fubfatt after 
that longer or fhorter, according to the Con- 
juncture of Affairs, yet one might reckan 
M 2 them, 
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them to be in their decline, which muft end 
inamoftcertain Ruintothem, either within 

doors, or from abroad. | 
I have now told you enough to let You 
fee how reafonable a Project it wasto fenda 
fleet againtt-fo feeble a body; which without 
moift prodigious Errors in the management, 
could nothave mifcarried: and this isio clears 
and fo confeffed by every man in Genoa , that 
one rather Wondershow they found a way to 
condué itfoill. The man that formed the 
whole project was Stven Valdyron ot Nifmes, 
and a Proteffant, whois a perfon of a very good 
Underftanding , and having lived above 12 
years in Genoa, had time enough not only to 
raife a very good Effate out of his Trade ; 
but to fee into the whole Fecblenefs of that 
Government. \ converted long and much with 
him: and having fince that time beenin Ge- 
noz it felf, I have een fo clearly the truth of 
all that he told me, that I may now affure 
you of all that I learnt from him: He had. 
a ftrange affection to his Great Monarch , 
and fancied that the obligations of raifing 
his Glory, was fuperiourtoall other: and no 
doubt he reckoned 10 find his own account 
in it, if he could have been the occafion of 
making the King of France Matter of Génod: 
therefore he drew upthe whole Proje# , and 
fhewed both of what Importance the thing 
was, and how eafily it might be executed: 
for I have a Copy ofthe whole Scheme, which 
wi Mr, 
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Mr. St. Olon fent to the Court of France, of 
which Mr, Va/dyron was indeed the Author; 
the defign being entertained , Sz. Olon had 
an Intimation given him, to withdraw fome 
day’s before the French fleet came betore 
the Town. But Valdyrou was left to try his 
hard fate; for as foonas the Fleet began to do 
Aéts of Hoftility, Yaldyron, who had been 
known to be muchwith St. Olon, was clapt 
in Prifon, and while he was in it, a Bomb. 
broke thro ‘his Prifon, but did him no hurr, 
only the violent noife it made weakned the 
Tympan of his Ear fo much , that he loft 
his hearing of one fide. : 
But he, as well as all Genoa, fancied they 
were loft, and that the French mutt be cer- 
tainly Mafters of the Place in a few hours. 
The Confternation and Confufion was fo 
great, that if at firfta great fhower of Bombs. 
had been thrown into the Town, and a de- 
{cent had been made, they had certainly fuc- 
ceeded; for the people were in {uch a diforder, 
that the Adagiffrates were not regarded 5 and 
indeed many of them fhewed.as much fear 
as the rabble did. But the French, inftead 
of beginning vigoroufly at firft, threw in 
ene Bomb., and after fome hours another; 
and fo went on flowlyfor a day ortwo; in 
which time, the People began to get intoor- 
der , and to take heart: and now their firft 
fear, turned toa Rage againft the French; 
fo that when they made a defcent, they found 
me M 2 {uch 
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{uch a Refiftance, that they were forced ta 
go back to their Ships, having left behind 
them 500 of their beft Aten: and the Fleet 
continued Bombarding the Town , till they 
had shot all their Bombs; and when their 
ftore was{pent , they fail’daway, having laida 
great many noble éui/dingsinruines, © 
The morality of this way of proceeding, 


was fomewhat hard to be found out: the - 


Italians do not ftick to fay, it was an 4/- 
fafinat, when without Warning or proceeé- 
ding in the way of a fair War, a fleer came 
and furprifed‘and burnt a Town: but the 
Conduét wasas extraordinary, as the Action 
it felf was honorable and worthy ofa MOST 
CHRISTIAN KING. : id 

It was pleafant to hear a Spaniard , that 
belonged tothe Count of Melgar talk of this 
matter’: he faid, that inthis, France had acted 
as it had done on many other occafions , in 
which tho it had the favourableft conjuncture 
poffible, ir had done nothing futeableto what 
might have been expected; for tho they had 


here a calm Sea, for four dayes, which is 4 
> 


very Extraordinary thing in the Bay of Genoa, 
that isalmoft alwayes in a Storm, and tho they 
‘had furprifed the Town, that had not the 
leaft apprehenfion of fucha Defign, and found 
them in a condition notlikely to haverefifted 
a much {maller Force; yet he faid, that Feeble- 
nefs which had appeared upon many other 


occafions, fhewed st felf likewile here , fince 


this 
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this ‘préat Expedition failed, and the Re- 


proach of firft atrempting it, and then 
Mifcarrying’ in'it, was ftudied to be carried 
off by this, that the defign was only to 
Chaftife Genoa, at which there is not a man 
in the Towz that does not laugh. He upon 
this took agreat compafs for thefe laft twenty 
years backwards, to fhew that there was no- 
thing extraordinary inall this Reign, that had 
been the Subject of fo many Panegyricks, un- 
lefs this may be reckoned extraordinary, that 
there has been fo little progrefs made, when 
they had the faireft opportunities poffible: an 
Infant King of Spain, and a feeble Council, 
anda Diftraction inthe ‘Statesof Aolland; {0 
that the firft Succefles that were the Effects 
of the weaknefs and furprife of thofe that 
were attackt, are rather a Reproach than a 
Glory to a Reign; that has underftood fo 
ill how to ferve it felf of thofe advantages, 
that had nothing of the Greatnefs of a Con- 
guering Geniusin it; and wherethe Minifiry 
ihewed rather an exactne(s in executing little 
Projects, than a largenefs of Soul in laying 
vaft ories. I could not but be pleafed to feea 
Spaniard, find fomewhat that entertained his 
Pride in the Contempt of the French, at the 
fame time that the low eftate of their Af- 
fairs, made ‘him feel the depreffion of their 
own Empire as much as the progrefs of the 
Great Monarch of France. 

But now I cannot but tell you the reft of 

M 4 Faldy- 
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Valdyron’s Story: as foonas the French were 
gone, the Government of Genoa began to 
examin him, but he ftood to his denial, and 
faid,; he knew nothing: all his Effects were 
feifed on and difflipated, and he.himfelf was 
four or five times put to the ftrapado, which 
wasdone by tying his hands behind his back, 
and fetching them over his Head, whichdis-' 
joynted his Armes and Shoulder-blades, ina 
moft terrible manner , yet he had the firm- 
nefS to ftand it out: and fo they could draw 
nothing from him: but as foon as the Gourt 
of France underftood , that both he ,and feve- 
ral other Frenchmen , that lived.in Genoa, 
were put in Prifon, the Refdent. of | Genoa 
was clapt up at Parzs: and when,the Over- 
tures were made to accommodate this matter, 
Valdyron was no more ill. ufed,~ and after 
fome Months he was fet at Liberty.: but 
his Effate was. quite loft: yethe came to 
France, not doubting but thatfo,greata Ser> 
vice, and fuch fevere Suffering, wouldhave 
procured hini fome conhderable Reward: 
but after he had languifhed there above a 
year ,he got a Penfion, that was juf-enough 
to keep him alive, of two hundred Crowus ¢ 
and even that was itopt, asfoonit wasknown 
that he was of the Re/igion, till-he, changed. 

‘This piece of Gratitude for fuch-a Service, 
that-had coft him fo dear, was no .extraordi- 
nary Encouragement for others to venture as 
he haddone. Yet I whoknew him well, for 
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almoft two years; could not but admire the 
wonderful Zeal he had for the Glory of his 
King 5 for inthe midft of allhis Mifery, and 
of all the Negleét he met with, having fallen 
from fo flourifhing a condition , he could ne- 
ver be brought to think that he had done foo- 
lifhly ; but was rather proud of it, that he 
had formed fo fureaScheme, for putting Ge- 
noa into his Ma/ters hands: & thishe faid often 
tome, when he was fo poor, that he did not 
know where to dine. The affinity of the 
matter ,makes me-call to mind a converfation 
thatI hadat Rome, withtwo of theOld Aa 
giftrates of Meffina; who had been menthat 
bore.a great ftroak in that Towa, during the 
Revolt: and were then reduced to the mifery 
of accepting aCharity. They told us. that 
all the Oaths, that Mr. de Vevenne, and Mr. 
la Fueillade, {wore tothem in the Kings name, 
as well asin their own, never to abandon 
them, which weremade upon the Sacrament, 
befides whole Valleys of Oaths, that Mr. la 
Fueillade made them from morning to night, 
while he was among them , it feems wentvfor 
nothing, but matters of form: yer they faid, 
they theught the French Adinsftry would have 
confidered the Kings Intere/ts, if they hadno 
regard to his Honour.."They added, that if the 
Kang of France, when he found the War of 
Mejfina lay heavy upon him, hadfenttoS pAilty 
and offered to thar Court, as a:pledge ot the’ 
Peace that he was offering them atJVimmegen, 
| to" 
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to put A4effina again into their hands,provided 
they* would grant an Indemnity for what was 
paft, and a Confirmation of their Antient 
Priviledges, of which he-himfelf would be 
the Garand,this they faid the Spantards would 
have without doubt , accepted as fomethin 
come to them from Heaven : andif the'mat- 
ter had’ ended thus, as it would have been 
highly honourable for the King, fo it would 
have given him the dependance both of Sicély 
and JVaples, and have-kept ‘them ftill in a 
difpofition ‘to throw themfelves into his 
hands: whereas.in the way that their bufinefs 
ended, if there fhould be inany time hereatter,, 
a provocation given in thofe parts to revolr, 
they would fooner throw themfeives into the 
Armes of the Turk, if he fhould be again 
in a conditionto protect them , than of thofe 
wha had abandoned them info ftrangeaman- 
ner, taking no care neither of the Priviledges 
of the Town in general, nor of thofe particu- 
lar Perfons , who hadrendred themfelves un- 
pardonable to the Spaniards. It istrue, fome 
were brought away to France, the two that 
I have mentioned were of thatnumber, and 
had fmall Penfons afligned them , which were 
but ill payed: and becaufe fome of them had 
not patience enough to bear fuch an unlooked 
for Ufage, but complained freely of it, a pre- 
tence was taken fromthence, to banish them 
allout of France; fothat ever fince they have 
fuffered a great deal of Mufery. 2 will not 
t digrefs 
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digrefs fo tar as to give you an account of 
that whole Revolt, which they juftificd tous, 
from ‘the great Priviledges of their Town, 
«which were-indeed fuch as made it a fort of 
a (ommon- wealth: that bad aright to defend 
ic {elf againft thofe manifeft Infractions with 
which they charged the Spaniards. ‘They 
told us, that the Gon aRariond of Meffina had 
amounted to‘twenty Jillions: and yet for all 
that the King of Spain was hot much the ri- 
cher by their Ruin; for the Véce-Roy and 
Government of Sicily ,pretended to exhauttall 
bya Citadel that they are building: and by 
fome other publick Works. In Conclufion, 
the two poor Meffineffes, feeing a Dutchman 
in our Company , turned: the Difcourfe to 
him, and wished him to warn his-Countrey- 
men, by their Fate, how much fome Courts 
ought to be relied on. 
And now I have done withall the Political 
Objervations, that I could make in /raly. Bat 


_- as I begui‘this Letter with one piece of Na- 


tural Hiffory , Lwillend it with another. The 
fir was a ‘way of preparing of Salt, and the 
fecond is anew way of preparing of Vitriol, 
which was lately fet up in the Sulfatara, 
near Puzzolo. It has not been long enough 
a going, to enable one to judge how it will 
fucceed ; but yet all things are very promi- 
fing; and that which gives agood Profpect 
of it,is,that all is done without the expence 
of any fire. The Method of it isthis. There 
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are feveral Cifferns made in that great Bot- 
tom of the Sz/fatara, of great ffones Cemented 
yery clofe: into. thefe all the Razz both of 
that Bottom, and of the little Hills that are 
round it does fall , which is impregnated 
with Vitriol : they do alfo lay a great many 
Tilesand Bricks before all thofe Vents, that 
the Fire whichis in this Soil makes: and where 
the Smoke comes out, with fo rapid a vio- 
lence; fo that this Smoke paffing thro thefe 
Bricks , leaves a great deal of Sulphur and V%- 
triolupon them: and thefe Bricks are washed 
in thofe.Cifferns, and by this means the Wa- 
ser becomes impregnated with V%triol: then 
they putthe Water into Coppers, which they 
fer over thofe violent hot Eruptions; fo that 
this fervesasaFire, to evaporate the Phlegm, 
and fo they find. quantities of. Yitriol. - The 
revenue of this goesto the Aununciata of Na- 
ples: and they begin to. promife themfelves 
reat advantages trom it: but a little time 
will thew this, aswell as greater matters. [I 
will add no new trouble, to.that which the 
length of this Lerzer mutt needs have given 
you: fo I will conclude, without any other 
Formality , but that of afluring you that £ 
ais : : 
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Your moft humble Servant. 
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S Incel added a Poftfcriptto my two former 
Letters, 1 intend to make this fo far of a 
piece withthem, asto conclude this likewife 
withone-; for I find, looking over thelittle 
Notes that took, 4 Particular that had efcas 
pedme, and yetit feems to deferve to be men- 
tioned: and fince I have not broughtit into my 
Letters, Lhaverefolved to make a Pof{cripe 
exprefs forit. : | 

There is a little Town inthe Appennins, 
about 25 miles from Rome, called Qorcia, 
mear which there is a confiderable 4dbey 5 
which belongs now to a Cardimal. 'This 


Town, thoitlies within the Popes Territory, 
yet has fuch great Priviledges {till referved | 


toit , that irmy pafsin fome fort for a free 


Common-wealth. They make their Lawes, { 


and choofe their own AZagiffrates; burt that 
which is the moft extraordinary part of their 
Conftitution , and that is the moft exactly 


— 


cond 


obferved, is, that they are fo jealous of all , 
Priefts, and ot their having any {harein their - 


Government , that no man that can either 
tead or write is capable of bearing a fhareiri 
their Government : fo thattheir Adagiftracy 


which confifts of 4 Perfons, 1s alway’s in the ; 


hands of Unlettered Men,who are called there 
Li quatri Hliterati: for they think the leatt 
ten- 
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tendency to Letters, would bring them under 


' the ofdinary Miferies that they fee all their 
‘ Neighbours are brought under by the cre- 
\ dit in. which both’ the Robes are among 
, them. Andthey are fo fhy of all Churchmen, 


and fo jealous of their Liberty, that when 
the Cardinal comes during the Heats of the 
Summer fometimes, tohis.4bdey, they take 


no notice of him, nor dothey makeany fort” 


of Court to him. One that has been oft 


there, told me, that by divers of their Cu- 


{tomes they feem to be oftherace of the old 
Latines; and that their Situation and their 
Poverty had at all times preferved them: yet 
they are not fuch Strangers to the manners 
of the reft of the /talians as not to take plea- 
fureinfevererevenges, of which this Initance 
was given me. ‘The Abbot that wasthe Car- 
dinals Predeceflor, had an Auditor who was 
much in his favour, that madelove to the 
Wife of one of the Adagiftrates of Norcia, which 
fhedifcovered to her Husband; heordered her 
to give the Auditor an Appointment ; but 
provided a good Szrgeon and all other things 
that were neceflary to put the Azditor out of 
alldanger of breaking his Vow of Chaftity : 
for he was a Churchman; and the Auditor not 
failing to obferve hisrendezvous, was caught, 
and the operation was performed with all pof- 
fible care: andhe was treated very well tiullhe 
was quite cured, and then he was fentback to 
his Patron. The Abbot was highly garters 
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with this affront that was done.him : and it 
may beeafily believed that the Audstor wasnot 
well pleafed with this forced Chaftity that was 
now Inipofed onhim: fothey fentan Informa- 
tion ofthe matter tothe Rota; andasked their 
opinion: butthe Cozrt of the Ryta was wifer 
than to fuffer a matter of this nature to become 
publick. Tothis1 fhalladd a pleafant thing 
that was told me concerning Prie/fs that fell 
under the mistortune of this Auditor. » It is 
known, that according to the:Canon Law, 
the one Indelible Character defaces the other: 
and that a Prie/t {fo treated can no more fay 
Map: yet 1 was told thatthisdiftinéction was 
‘ufed, thatif the Prief# had all that was taken 
fromhim reftored to him, fothathe-cauld car- 
ry it in ‘his Pocket ; he was {till efteemed entire, 
and might fay Aa/s; but unlefs he could have 
the confolation of carrying thofe things dead 
about him, that had been perhaps too gzick. 
before, the Characterwasloit, orwasatleaft 
underatotall fufpenfion: Itallthisisa little toe 
pleafant and too natural alittle good humour 
mutt beforgiven to aTraveller, whofe Spirits 
“aretoo muchinmotion, tobefofetled and fo 
grave asthey ought to be. 
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